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Examples of the Miſchiefs and Miſeries which 
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Welfare, than the Converſation of Intrieguing 


„ 
OBE IN. „% „ 1„%⅛ > os 


THE: '' 
EPISTLE DEDICATORY Wl 
TO THE = 


— 


Apprentices of L ON DON. 


7 E may obſerve. the Happineſs or Un- 
happineſs that waits upon this Life, are 
mot commonly owing to the Vigilent 


and Induſtrious, or the careleſs and ung overyd 


Actions of our Youth 5 and as the former lays 4 pro- | 


bable Foundation, upon which (by a continued Care) 
we may build our ſucceeding Fortunes to a comfor- 


table height, ſo the latter robs us of that Subſtance 


pox which we ought (for our Security) to place the 


Pedeſtal of our future Proſperity : And as there is 
nothing tends more to the Deſtruftion of Touth, or 
renders them more incapable of conſidering their own 


Women: Irhought, young Men, I could not do ii 
you a greater Service in this Age, where to tempt ||| 
cunningly, and deceive ſlily, are the Study of th 


Female Sex, than preſent you with a ſmall Pocket 
Piece, which ſhall ſerve as Armour to defend you 
rom the Darts thrown from Wanton and Deſign- 


ir 


ing Women, whoſe evil Communication corrupts. 


ood Manners, and will make you (if deluded by 
them) Diſobedient to the Laws of God, undutiful 


Children ta your Parents, unjuſt Servants to your 
Maſters, ill Hnibanas (when you Marry) to your 
3 + 


Wives, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Wives, bad Fathers to your Children, Enemies to 


your Countrey, and Slaves to others, as well as to 
your own Vices. There is nothing more evident, 
than that ſeveral young Men in this City of London 
have been drawn aſide, to their Ruin, by the at- 
tractive Sorcery of theſe bewitching Load-ſtones, 
which having been obſervd of late by the Right Ho- 


nourable the Mayors, and other the Juſtices of | 


London, that they have been ſo commendably In- 


duſtrious in ſuppreſſing this Vice, within the Bounds 


of their Jurisdittion, that it is a hard matter for a 
Night-walking Strumpet ro ſtrole through the City 
unpuniſu cl. The Magiſtrates have done their 
Parts, and nothing is requir d further, ( for the 
more effectual Promotion of the City's Glory) but 
your Care to avoid the Luft and Subtilty of thoſe 
private Madams, whoſe gay Apparel, and falſe 
Pretence to Medeſty, gives them Covert in repu- 
table Families, where they herd with the Vertuous, 
aeclaim againſt the Vices of the Ape, and ſeem to 
wonder at that Wickedneſs in others, which them- 
ſelves do practice daily, to maintain their Pride. 

I have therefore Taught you how to know theſe 


Vultures iz Peacocks Plumes , and how to avoid 


them, and how to converſe with them without Pre- 


judice in the following I reatiſe, which I dedicate to 
our View, and commend to your Prattice , as you 


are the Flower of our Nation, and Glory of the 
Aetropolis; to whom : | 
I inbicribe my ſelf A 

Your moſt humble Servant 


THE 


E. W. | 


| TT RKE. : ec J 
f He Study of Deſigning Women in all Ages 
of ve | 
4 1 having been to Improve, and ſet off Wature 
1, | with ſuch Artificial Charms, alluring Dreſſes,” and 
reſiſtleſs Glances, that moſt of our Youth, before 
"4 } they have ſhifted o the tender years off their Infan- 
ty cy, are ſubdued by their Politick Inducements, to 
eir | their Ruinou Embraces , which are frequently ſuc- 
the ceeded by irrecoverable. Injuries, either to Eſtate 
but or Perſon, if not Both, except withdrawn Timely, | 
oſe (by Prudence) from this Epiaemical Folly. - \_ 0 
aſe [ have therefore thought it neceſſary, to preſent i 
„%- | the Age (in this following Treatiſe) with a fair i 
7 Proſpect of the Dangers that wait on the Comver- 1 
, ſation of Intreiguing Women: With a Sheme of their 
% Allurements, ſubtile Stralagems and Devices, by 
eme | which they oft Trepan Vnwary Tout h, into à State by 
8 of Miſery. | 5 een i 
heſe | TI have not only (in brief Sentences) laid pen the 
void IFudie d Policies, and cunning Deluſions of the Fe- 
pre- Wale Sex, but have given ſuch Maxim of Prudence, 
te to that ſhall Arm you againſt their Srbtilties, and 
ae teach you to act Counter to all their Peſigus, though 
3 be Jai and carried on with the greateſt Cunning and: 
f | , Induſtry. Nom 44:61 
As Vertue is better underſtood by Experience. 
| than Precept, fo the knowledge of Vice is better: 
„ e ge than Experience; And as all things) 
W. fre diftinguiſhed by their Contraries, 3 ſo it is vert if 
_ Felſary to, be anquainted withithe-Jattar zi t come,” lh 
THE Ft. . 1 


par 


The Preface, 
pare it as a Foyl, to ſet off the true Luſtre and 
Beauty of the former. . 


Patience of the Reader, but rather furniſh him with 

ſuch Rules and Maxims, againſt Deſigning Women) 
that ſhall be delightful to Read, eaſie to Remember, 
and very proper to Practice. 


from a Plentiful Fortune, into a State of Neceſſity, 
but the World may obſerve, Nomen have always 


be fortified againſt Female Policy, is a matter of no 
ſmall Moment; and he that is without theſe Pyu- 


Iyable to be Trick'd into ſuch Labyrinths of Mis. 
= y in-wth where you will find no Clue to return by 
to his former Liberty. „„ 


= All that I entreat of the Touthful Reader, is, to 


peruſe it without Prejudice, and make it uſeful to 
himſelf, and'T will engage, he may at Eighteen or 
Twenty Years of Age, evade the Peſigns, reſiſt the 
Temptations, and withſtand the Sorcery of thoſe 


eis better than moſt Men (without it) 
ſhall be able to do at Forty. 


do net intend any affront to the Chaſt or Vertu- 
out, nor would I have them offended at my Under- 
taking, for my Deſign is rather to raiſe them to ſuch 
an Eſteem, that none ſhould have Title to Leve or 
Admirat ion, but ſuch Women, whoſe affection to 


them to be Faithful. And if the Read 
ſerve the Rules I have laid down, he ſhall 

how to Judge, and how to Chooſes To 1 5 
. eee 


will ob 
ow 


In the Performance of my Task, I have been as 
Compendious as poſlible ; ſo that I hope I ſhall nei- 
ther offend the Judgment or Treſpaſs much upon the 


There are few Perſons, who have been reduced 


had the greateſt ſhare in their Ruin; Therefore, to 


dentials, is not a day ſecure of either his Eſtate or 
5 Perſon, from the Gripes of a Female Vulture, but is 


Vertnue, and reſolutions againſt Vice, ſhall oblige c 
him pinio; 
tot 
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F EMALE POLICY. 
Detected Sc. 


1 
Of the Allurements of V. omen. 


F all Vic, an unlawful Fredom with 
the Female Sex is the moſt predominant, 
and, of all Sins, hath the moſt power- 
ful Temptations and Allyrements to betray. 
and draw Men into this Folly. The Induce- 
ments of the Fair Sex are ſo prevailing, a Pro- 
penſity in Nature ſo forcible, it Is hard to 
ſtand unmov'd, when tempted forward by the 
Charms of a f. ſub 
frail Deſires of an unbounded Luſt. 
But as there is no Paſſion too ſtrong to be 


conquer'd, or Temptation too great to be re. 


ſiſted ; ſo if you will obſerve the Maxims TI. 
ſhall give you in this little Treatiſe, you will 
de arm'd againſt Beauty ; make Love your Sub- 

ject, and all the Subtiltics of the Fair Sex ſhall 


to Ftruckle, and become laſtruments/o your Dir. 
; Wo” IR of your Ruin. 


w you conceiye too 2 £99 00d. 0 925 
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with their Apparel, 


Woman praiſes her Vertues, 


the Street; but if you 


| ; age, Pali derefted.. 
Paint, Patches, and fine Dreſſes, are to hide 
Defects; for Beauty, like Truth, is always 


beſt when plaineſt. 


Many in rich Ornaments look inviting, 
whoſe Beauty, when they undreſs, 
and leaves you (as Juno 
_ Ixion) nothing but a cloudy Miſtreſs to em- 

race. 


I you like a Woman, and would” dssver if Thi 
he be in Nature, what perhaps ſhe may ſeem 
by Are, ſurprize her in a Morning undreſt, and 


it is Ten to One, but you will find your God- 
deſs hath ſhifted off her Divinity, and the 


Angel you ſo much admired rurn'd into af 


Mag mallion. 
Be always Jealous of a Maid, who extols her 
own Vertne; a Wife, who exclaims againſt 


her Husband i in his Abſence; and a Widow, 


that courts your Company : ; for when a 
"tis as a Shop- 


keeper does a Commodity, with a defire to be 


rid of it; and ſhe that will lay open the Fail- 


ings of her Husband to another, will, to the 
ſame Man, lay open her ſelf whenever he ſhall 
require it of her; and when a Widow ſeems 
fond of your Converſation, beſure *tis through 
deſign; and if you are not careful, ſhe will 


| bury you alive. 


Be not tempted to = up any Woman i in 
ould, befure you have 


one Eye before you, and another b ebind you; 
for whereſoever Luſt leads, Dan 8 follows. . 
0 Wein, 


Covet not the Prefents of a 


flies away 


hide 


ways 


ting, 


away 


Juno 
em- 


rer if 


ſeem 


and 


God- 
| the 
to a 
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low, 
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hop- I 
o be 
Fail- 
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ſhall 
eems 
dugh 
will 
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man, 
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; F 


Whoever is trepann'd by a Woman's Smiles, 
is as a Fly hampered in a Cobweb, who waits 
the Leaſufe of the Spider when he ſhall be de- 
voured. 

He chat ſerves the Luft of a Woman, makes 
himſelf her Monkey; for ſhe admires him no 
longer than while he is playing with his Tail. 

Be careful how you live upon a Whore, as 


how you keep one; for by the former you will 
get nothing, and by the latter loſe every 


thing you have got. 

_ Miſtruſta Woman that freaks Rich by her 
own Diſcourſe ; for ſhe that talks much of her 
Fortune, hath generally but little. 

Think not every Woman Rich that wears 
gay Apparel ; for many forfeit their Vertue, 
to maintain their Pride. 

Build not too great a Faith upon the ſight of 


a few Guineas, or a Gold Watch, theſe may 


be but ſhooing Horns, to draw you on to your 
Ruin, 

Believe no Man's Affirmation of a Woman' 8 
Fortune, unleſs you know him; for Deſigns 
are never carry'd on without Abettors. 

Be ſure of her Portion, though you take her 


Vertue upon Credit; but he that takes both 


upon Truſt, may find, when too late, he hath 
neither to truſt 3 


Endeavour not to continue a Woman's ali ; 
by Gifts, for every Preſent, you make her may 
| THEE 77; N 3:1 4a" 


SES. 


* „ 
V. 


"os ly relle. " 3 


for they are Baits left to inſnare you, and while 
you think you are a gainer by her Gifts, you 
are loſing your Self. 


* 


ST | Female Policy detefed. 8 

be the Purchaſe of a Rival: beſides, they love 

Gifts, and if you uſe them to it, they will Love 

you no longer than you are giving. 

Believe not the trivial Favours of a Woman 

a demonſtration of her Love; for they take 

pride to be Belov'd, though it be by thoſe 

they Scorn. 4s 
Raiſe not an Opinion of your ſelf upon the 

Flatteries of a Woman, nor think her Praiſes 

any ſign of Love, but of her Cunnng; for De- 

ſigning Women, like great Politicians flatter them 
molt they deſign to Ruin. 

Let no Woman charm you with the Muſick 
of a ſmooth Tongue ; for many can talk well, 
that act ill. 3 Ne 

Believe no Woman the more Virtuous for 
reſiſting the firſt Attempt; for, like beſieged 

Towns, they will withſtand ſeveral Efforts, 

and, at laſt, Surrender upon Capitulation. 
Some Women (like ſtrong Holds) are to be 

taken but one way, which if you cannot readily 
diſcover, be content, ſhe her ſelf will find 
ways to direct you, if ſhe likes you. 90 
=_ Whena lewd Woman ſerves your Neceſlity, 
tis with a certain expectancy you ſhould ſerve 
her Luſt: her Kindneſſes are meaſured by your 
Capacity, and a continuance of her Favours 


del upon the Repetition of your Perform- 


== ances ; ſhe will ſtretch her Purſe-ſtrings to ſup- 
port you in Extravagancy, if you ſtrain, as hard, 
to ſupply her unbounded Leachery; , but he 
{ fure ſhe will be. your. Servant: no longer than 
vou will remain her Prudge. 
+ e 
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Female Policy detected. 
Who is Stallion to a Whore, is a Slave to Ini- 
rity, and a Champion to anothers Vices, a Com. 
rd in a Good Cauſe, and a Curſe to himſelf. 

Let no Woman tempt you by her Wit to 
Love her; for ſhe who hath Wit enough to 
empt you, hath enough to decave you. 

Suffer not your ſelf to be Enſnared by a Wo- 


Iman over free in her Geſtxres, or Converſation ; 


for whoſoever is much active in Behaviour, be- 
haves her ſelf like a Lover of much action; and 


whoever is free in much Company, will be much 


freer when but Two together. 

Think not the Amorous Glances of a Wo- 
man towards you, gives you Title to her Af- 
fection ; for they can look ene way, when 
their Hearts are another. 


Expect no good Quality in a Woman more 


than what ſhe ſhows; for it is a Maxim in their 
Politicks, to put the beſt fide outwards. 

If you Love a Woman, be careful how yon 
ſhow it; for your Wibbling at the Bait, may 


too early diſcover a Willingneſs to be Caught. 


Wafte not your Strength in the Enjoyments 


of Beauty, neither your Time or Money in 


Corrupting Vertue; but Marry a Chaſte Wife, 


of a Good Family, with a Moderate Fortun e, 


and you need not queſtion being Happy. 
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be Conſtant to her Luſt, but not to you. 


mae can never Deceive yon. 
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| Feats «Policy detected. 
c HA P. 11 
Of the Inconſtancy of W omen. 


W Hoſoever reſigns her Vertue, to eratify 
anothers Luſt, will not ſcruple the ſame 
Freedom with another, to Pleaſure her own; 
for few Women Love ſo well, as to Love a4, 
Gallant better than themſelves. damit 
She who will loſe her Reputation to Ob lige Faith 
you, will Hazard your Love to Gratify her yas C 
ſelf; and ſhe that will do both, can never be A 
Conſtant. xpe 
put no Confidence in a Woman that hath Jece 
loſt her Honour; for ſhe who is without Re- |} gif 
putation, hath nothing to engage her to be A 
Faithful. anc" 
Conſtancy is maintain'd by Vertue, aa ſhe chick 
who hath loſt her Vertue, hath nothing left to 
oblige her to be Conſtant. 
She that preferrs Pleaſure before Vertue, will 


Nothing engages a Mans Affection ſo much 
to a Woman, as a belief of her Conſtancy; but 
tis better to believe her other ways, for then 


Women are ſenſible that Conſtancy i is more 
priz'd than Beauty ; but it is a Maxim among 
their Sex, to Deceive us moſt in what we moſt 
Value. 6 
Nothing is more Ridiculous than to keep a 
Miſs ; for ſhe that you keep, will OP Yan” 
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f fie can; there being the ſame Ambition in 
Per to be Miſtriſs of another, as there is in you 


nave tO himſelf, and a Fool to his Madam. 


other ; for ſhe who is not Conſtant to her 
Wn; Hiusband, will never be ſo to you. 

ve af A Woman who hathu Husband, and will 
dmit of a Gallant, let him look upon her as 
aithful as Monſieur Raggou's Miſtriſs, who 
as Conſtant to the whole Troop. 

A Married Woman, if Lewd, is Subtle by 
xperience; for ſhe who hath her Husband to 
Deceive every Day, can Deceive a Gallant at 
eiſure. 

A Durable Love is the Supporter of Con- 
ancy ; but that Love can never be Laſting 
Fhich ſtands on a Falſe Bottom. 


ou be, you Deceive your ſelf; expect no Con- 


will ancy in a Whore, for ſhe'll deceive YOu: 5 

| Credit no Womans Words who hath loſt her 
auch Vertue, but believe the contrary, for ſhe talks 
but Pounter. * 


then Þþ If you have Contracted any F riendſhip with 
J Woman, let all ſhe can do for you be no more 
ore han you deſerve ; but if ſhe prove Conſtant, 
ong fr it be more than you expect. 

noſt | Think not a Woman is moſt Faithful to him 


e is moſt Fond off; for to him ſhe Deceives 


ep 4 Fnolt, ſhe ſeems always.moſt Obliging. 
Believe not al to be Virgins chat talk mul 


* 


N 
o be Maſter of her: and he that thinks a Wo- 
nan Conſtant, becauſe he keeps her, proves a 


Put no Faith in a Woman that is Wife to a- 


Be Conſtant to no Woman but a Wife, if 
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8 mal, Policy dure. | __ 
of their Virginity ; for all would ſeem Maid J 
that ha ve been made otherwiſe. 


To one, a Woman may be Conſtant ; but i S. 

ſhe divides her Affections between two, ſhifſ her 
can be Conſtant to neither. ps oP 'vor 
If you are Familiar with anothers Wife, be / c 


lieve her not, when ſhe ſays ſhe knows nou hat 
but her Husband and you; for ſhe will Swealf pri, 
to her Husband, ſhe knoweth none but himſell pul 
Credit nothing a Woman ſays, as to he gig 
Conſtancy or Vertue ; for ſhe will Juſtify hel x 
Innocence before him, with whom ſhe hatl Cor 
been Guilty. „ 
Love no Woman in the Abſence of her Huy yen 
band; you only ſtop a Gap for another, whil e 
will return you no thanks for your Labourf pr, 
and remember, his Approach, will be you 
Diſtance, 1 
If you Love a Woman, Conceal it, Oblig 
her with common Courteſies, but ſhow no Pal 
fion; for by your Prudence you may Maſtegſ;, a 
her, to whom a diſcovery of your Love wif Hus 
make you become a Servant. bd + 
NMeaſure a Womans Love by her Jealouſy 
for ſhe Loves him beſt of whom ſhe is moſt Jex 
lous, and of whom ſhe is moſt Jealous to hin 
ſhe is moſt Conſtant. „ 
Be Jealous of a Woman that wo'nt be Je: 


* 


lous of you; for ſhe that won't be Jealouſ her 
Loves you not; and ſhe that Loves you noſ your 
Will never be Conſtant to you. a "1 
An ſwer all the expectations of a Womaſ blig 


Maids 


but i 
©, ſhe 


e, be. 
S Dohle 
Swen 
imſel 
to he 


> hat! 
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Qbligt 
10 Pal 
Maſte 
ve Wl 


louſy 


oſt Jer 


glect hazards the loſs of her Affections. 
Heep a watchful Eye over the Woman which 
you Love, ſeem not to be over Credulous of 


her Vertue, if you do, ſhe will make tryals of 


your Faith, | | 
she who Kiſſes her Husband in Publick, 
hath generally her Eyes upon him ſhe would 


Kiſs in Private; and ſhe that will Kiſs both in 


Publick and Private, values not where ſhe 
Kiſſes. 3 | | 

Be Conſtant to your Wife ; that ſhe may be 
Conſtant to you ; for Gratitude may conſtrain 
a Woman to preſerve thoſe Bonds which Re- 
my may make her violate. 

Chuſe for your Wife a Prudent Woman; for 


Prudence preſerves Vertue, Vertue Love, and 


Love Conſtancy. 
Inconſtancy in a Wife makes Wedlock a 
Bramble, which bears Abundance of Thorns, 
Inconſtancy in a Husband makes Inconſtancy 
ina Wife ; and an inconſtant Wife makes a 
Husband a conſtant Cuckold. * 
Truſt no Man with your Wife Abroad, nor 
court your Friend to bear her Company at 


ro niſmportuuity may conquer the moſt Heroick 


ze Jer 


ealous 


Ou no 


N omal 
, {0} 


Vertue. 1 

ny no Man to your Miſtreſs if you prize 
her; for if ſhe loves you; ſhe will be civil to 
your Friend for your ſake. 
"Tis the Policy of a Deſigning Woman to 0+ 


blige the Fri-' N him that loves her, to ac- \ 
*, | | quaint 


; Female Policy detefted.  - 9g Mi 
you would keep Conſtant ; for one ſingle ne- ; 


ome in your Abſence ; for Opportunity and 
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member, tis an approved Maxim, That all 


trom yeu, (unleſs every Hour you confirm her 
in a different Faith by freſh Aſſurances) covet- 


quaint her ſelf, by that means, with his Af- 
fairs, that ſhe may manage him the better. 
Moſt Women are of cold Conſtitutions, and 
under the Dominion of the Moon; and, re- 


Sublunary things are ſubject to Aut ation. 
Conſtancy is a great Vertue, and its oppoſite 
is a dangerous Vice; whoever neglects the 
former, to practice the latter, is neither to be 
Belov'd or Truſted. ROO 
*Tis Good to be Wiſe, 'tis Wiſdom to be 
Juſt, and Juſt to be Conſtant. xl os 


C 
Of the Love .of Momen. 


He Love of a Woman is eaſie to be gain'd, 
but difficult to be preſerv'd ; you may 
wich more facility ſubdue Vertue, and bring a 
Chaſt Woman to your Embraces, than engage 
her to be Conſtant, after ſhe hath reſign'd her 
Honour. Tis a receiv'd Opinion among their 
whole Sex, That the Paſſion of Love ceaſes in a 
Man after Enjoyment, and the Eſteem he had 
before of her Perſon is much leſſen'd by het 
Condeſcention to his Deſires, Which Concep- 
tion occaſions her to withdraw her Affections 


ing to be Belov'd by ſome Body who hath a 
good Opinion of her Vertue ber "there is 
Fare | nothing 


n'd, 
may 
ng a 

age 
her 

heir 
in a 
had 
"het 
cep. 
ions 
her 

Vet- 
th a, 
re 13 
hing 
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nothing more certain, that Women who have 
been deceiv'd themſelves, take a ſecret Delight 
in Deceiving others; therefore, you that are 
che Deceivers, be careful you are not deceiv'd. 

The love of a Virgin is innocent and laſting, 


ly and delightful. The love of a Widow po- 
litick and deceitful. Fhe love of a lewd Wo- 
man luſtful and revengeful. 


pend upon her Courteſies, you muſt be in- 
duſtrious” to oblige her, and as watchful to 


Fou will ſoon find your Miſtreſs like a Pot- 
Gun, the laſt Pellet ſhe receives will drive out 
the former. | : 

Simpathize not with a Woman who loves 


encreaſes, ſhe will cool her own with the Aſ- 
ſurance of yours. 3 6 
If you have gain'd a Woman's love, and 
Would preſerve it, be ſure: be conſtant in your 
Viſits, or you will find moſt Women have ſo 
pad Memories, that a Weeks Abſence will 
lake them quite forget you. 


U . 


The love of a Woman hath its Seaſons, like 
he Vear, its Spring, Summer, a and 


pouriſhed to a greater heat, by the kind Influ- 
nce of the Object, till the Harveſt of her Joys 
1c full rip; but when the Fruits of her Af- 


tions are i Yd and gather'd, you will ſoon 


perceive 


as her Vertue. The love of a juſt Wife friend- 


If you are the Favourite of a Lady, and de- 


preſerve her from the Efforts of Rivals, or 


you Paſſionately; for as ſhe finds your love 


iater. It begins with a warm deſire, and is 


E 
3 
8 
Ann 
PL os 
1 
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perceive ſome ſharp Breezes, as Signs of an 


approaching Winter. 5 M 
The love of a Chaft Woman will be conti-M oy 
nued towards you as long as you behave your by 
ſelf well; but the love of a Woman who hathl vo 
loſt her Vertue, is but during Pleaſure. 6 
Love a Woman with Moderation that loves cot 


you to an exceſs ; her Paſſion will naturally re- 
duce it ſelf to the ſame Equality, for no Ex- tht 
treams are laſting, and then you have the Ad- the 
vantage, for the Continuance of a little love for 
ſhews a conſtant Temper, and looks friendly ( 


and obliging, when a Paſſion cooled to the ſame the 
Indifferency will look ſlighting and neglective M Tre 
beſides, he that loves a Woman too much, i end 
apt to love himſelf too little. : 1 
Nepend not on the love of a lewd Woman gre: 
tis a Reed will ſoon deceive you, her love i js tt 
intangled with her Luft; to continue the one ſes; 
is to be a Slave to the other; and rather thai com 
be that, I would ſhare the Puniſhment of 5y Se 
ſiphus. AY” 35 . mut 
Secure not your love to a Woman by OathF- cara] 
or Proteſtations;“ for ſhe will then think yo ful 1 


have bound your ſelf to continue that Reſpeg T 
which would be otherwiſe her Care and Studi Frier 
to merit and preſerve. : | is ac 
Let not the Proteftations of a Woman! 
Love to you be a Preſident for you to folloy 
though you Love her, for ſhe does it purely u 
tempt you to give in the fame Security, tha 
ſhe may have the more to upbraid you wi 
whenever you ſhall prove falſe. 


Female Policy detected. 
If you are Belov'd by a Perſon you cannot 

Marry, whom you are willing to ſecure to your 
own Embraces, draw what you can from her 
by Inſinuations; the more you get, the faſter 
you bind her; ſhe Will not part with that eaſily, 
e hath purchas'd dearly ; and the more you 


coſt her, the more ſhe'll prize you. 


The Love of a Virgin is much to be pitied; 
the Love of a Wife highly to be valued; but 
the Love of a Vitious Woman deferves neither; 
for ſhe will Love any that will ſerve her Luſt. 

Give no Encouragement to the Love of ano- 
thers Wife; for it is Luſtful in the beginning, 
* all along, and Dangerous, in the 
* Ea Ts 
Love is a Diſtemper will wade through the 
greateſt Difficulties to obtain a Cure; he that 
is the Phyſician may exa& what Fees he plea- 
ſes; therefore, do you be careful how you be- 
come the Patient. NE 1 

Seraphick Love, is the Bliſs of Angels; 
mutual Love, the Comfort of Mankind; na- 


tural Love, the Chain of the World; but luſt- 


ful Love, the Mother of Misfortune. 
To Love a Wife, is our Duty; to Love a 


Friend, our Intereſt ; but to Love a Curtizan, 


is a dangerous Venture. 


13 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Of the Malice and Revenge of Women. 


; F all Paſſions, that of Revenge is the moſt 

oppolite to Reaſon and good Humour; 
it will ſo far blind and deceive the Judgment, 
that Perſons under this Madneſs value not what 
Injuries they do themſelves, in raſhly attempt- 
ing ſome trifling Prejudice to an Adverſary. 
This Paſſiog in Women ſprings frequently 
from the envenom'd Seeds of Corrupted Love, 
( as the beſt Wines once turn'd become the 
ſharpeſt Vinegar ) and is ſo predominant in 
this Sex, that they value nothing they do to 
accompliſh thoſe ends in which the Sweetneſs 
of their Revenge is center d; and. as they love 
to extreams, every little neglect they conſtrue 
a great Slight, and through their Weakneſs, 
miſtake Accident often for Deſign, and fling 
themſelves, by their own Whimſies and Con- 
ceits, into an evil Opinion of Perſons which, 
they Love. Thus, oftentimes, they let their 
own Jealovſies paſs for Realities, and ſowre 
their Affections into a ſharp Revenge, without 
-a juſt Occaſion, turning Furies to theſe they 
Lov'd, through a fanciful Ingratitude, which | 
conceive to be the chief Reaſon why Women 


are much more Subject to this Paſſion than 


Men; therefore, covet no Woman's Love, but 
whom you will be diligent to oblige ; for 4 
ſmall negle& is taken by them as a great In- 
gratitude. Deal 


Ale) if over Sweet , 


"Female Policy derefled: 15 

Deal with a Revengeful Woman, as with a 
Hand-Granado, which you caſt from you. as 
ſoon as the Fuſe is lighted, leſt It burſt, to the 
Prejudice of him that fir'd it. 


Have no Familiarity with her you have 
highly diſoblig'd, leaſt (Bee-like ſhe ſtings you 


with her Tail. 


She who once loved you, and 1s turn'd your 
Enemy, look upon her always to be ſo; be 
not deluded by her Flatteries , to give it "ines 
her Power to hurt you ; for Women,” though 
they ſeem to forget a wrong they have been 
forced to ſuffer, yet you Will find they have 
good Memories when they have Power to re⸗ 
venge it. 

Treſpaſs not on the affections of a Woman 
who loves you to Exceſs; for Women, ( like 
will furn ſowre 'the 
ſooner. | 

Take not always a Womans Frowiis! at 
slights, nor her Smiles as a ſure Argument of 
her Love; for every time the Sun is clouded, 

i does not predict foul Weather, and when it 
ines out a Storm may be near at hand: Wo- 
men can diſſemble their Paſſions, and change 


their Looks, as a Scorpion can its Colour. 


A Woman's Love turn'd to Vinegar, which 
can never be reduced to its primitive Good- 
neſs, but will always remain Sowre till its dead. 

Nothing is ſo Revengeful as an injured Wo- 
man; for which Reaſon, the Poets have or- 
dered the Furies to be put upiin the Fominine 
Gender. | | 


2 The 


2 — — 
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The Love of a Vertuous Woman is a great 


Blefſing ; but if once loſt by Ingratitude, you 
will find fhe will turn her Love that could not 


Ul 


 laft, into a Revenge that will. 


Shun a Woman that's your Enemy; for 
every time ſhe ſees you it puts her upon freſh 
 Miſchiefs. 7 
If you have dealt Ingratefully by a Woman, 
converſe with none that reſpect her, leſt at 
ſome time or other it ſhould happen to your 
Prejudice. a | _ 
I be Paſſion of an Envious Woman is viru- 
lent, and Flattery the only Antidote to expell 
the Poyſon: To diſſemble, ſnows more Pru- 
dence than to aggravate; by the one, you may 
pacifie the Fury of fermented Spirits, when the 


other will beget in your Enemy freſh Reſolu- 


tions of further Miſchiefs. 

Be Merciful to thoſe you can overpower; 
but Flatter ſuch Enemies you cannot Conquer; 
for Revenge ( though ſweet to t Hoſe who ſeek 
it) is always bitter to the Sufferers. 


Some Women are ſo politickly Penitent | 
ter a Reyenge compleated, they will palliate Þ 
the Injury with ſucceeding Pity ; but think the 


Sorrow of ſuch a Perſon as great as hers, who 


( weeping ) follows a dead Husband to the 
Grave, whom ſhe hath wiſh'd out of the World 


a Thouſand Times whilſt he was Living. 


Changes in inconſtant Tempers are never to | 


he minded, ſhe who does you a wilful Injury, 
and ſeems Sorry for it , it is your Prudence to 


TO 2 
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believe ſhe only grieves, that the Miſchief ſhe 
hath done you is no greater. | 

Truſt an Enemy who hath once hurt you, 
upon a Reconciliation, no further than you 
would the Fawning of a Maſtiff Dog who hath 
attempted to worry you. 

Moſt Women are Politick in their Love, but 
much more Subtle in their Revenge; therefore, 


be careful how you affront them or deceive | 


them to deſerve it: beſides, tis Ignoble to of- 
fend the eviſn, or to hurt the weak. _ 
Make not her that Loves you, by Ingrati- 
tude of whom you Jove-excite;you to be hers , 
for Revenge (like a'Crab-Tree ) PIPaNces a 


ſweet Bloſſom, but a ſowre Fruit. 


— ww 


PI 
„ 


CHAP. v. 0 
07 the Pride of W, nen. 55 bs 


Tatelineſs in a Woman may e herks 
ſhe walks; but Pride in Converſation is 


hateful and ridiculous, and expoſes the Per- 


ſans affected with it to the Cenſures of the 


Company in ſuch awker'd Geſtures, and un- 
couth Behaviours, ſuch peremptory Sentences, 


and impertinent Loquacities, that offends both 
the Eyes and Ears of all that have either Mo- 
deſty or Prudence. Nothing ſhows the want 


of Judgment more than Female Pride, which is 


( doubtleſs ) nouriſh'd by the vain Conceits of 


their own Perfections, and begets ſuch a Self- 


341 Love, 
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Love, grounded upon Self- Opinion, that they 
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look upon their whole Sex beſide with Envy 
and Contempt, and like Narciſſus, daily dote 
on the Reflection of their own imaginary Ex- 
cellencies. Caſt not your Eyes too often upon 
ſuch Women, for they are chargable Miſtreſſes, 
implacable Wives, and ill Mothers to your 
Children. i 3 are 

A proud Woman, like an imprudent Prince, 


always loves him beſt by whom ſheis moſt flat- | 


ter'd. 3 | a 
If you Aim at the Favours of a Lofty Dame, 
you muſt highly extol her Perſon and her Parts, 


and conceed with her Opinion in all things, 
though ne'er ſo oppoſite to Reaſon ; for Flat- 


tery and Humility muſt be the Supporters of 
your Intereſt. . | 


Let Pride in à fine Woman anticipate your 
Admiration ; for never admire her who admi- 


res her ſelf too much; conceive her as a large 


ooking-Glaſs crack d, by which ſingle defect 
is rendred of a ſmall Value, by reaſon it can 
Pride in a witty Woman, is like a Whet- 
ſtone to a Scyth, it only ſerves to ſharpen her 
Reficftions; and makes her a more dangerous 
Weapon for a Man to meddle with, + 


A Proud Woman, like a ſtarely Horſe, muſt 


be rid with a Curb, and manag'd with a ſtreight 


Rein, or ſhe will ſoon be the Bane of her Ri- 


* 


der, 
If you Marry a Haughty Woman, you ought 


to have a good Eſtate; for you will find, a 
5 „ 


* 
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they | Proud Wife, in a low Station, will be an un- 
nvy comfortable Companion, and the firſt in Ad- 
dote verſity that ſhall lend a helping Hand to your 
Ex- Ruin. | 
upon Pride in a Friend is dangerous, in a Miſtreſs 
eſſes, chargable, but in a Wife an implacable Tor- 
your ment. 

- Many Women have forfeited their Vertue, 
Ince, to gratifie their Luſt, but more to maintain 
flat: ¶ their Pride, and Luſt ; though it will make a 

Woman a Whore, yer tis Pride chat makes 
ime, her Mercenary. 
ts, Many Woman have Vertue enodgh to reſiſt 
ngs, the bare Attempts of Familiarity ; but few 
lat- that can ſtand againſt the powerful Charms of 
; of || Gold, fine Drefſes, Coach and Horſes, and 

Attendance. It is Grandeur influences Pride, 
our | and leads Ambition by the Noſe through the 
mi- Vorſt of Vices; for there are many who are 
rec | honeſtly Poor by conſtraint, who would wil- 
fect lingly commit any Evil to be Rich. 


Can That Vertue is never ſafe which is under the 

Guardian-ſhip of Pride; the latter will be 
iet- | maintain'd, chough the former | is facrific'd ro 
her Þ ſupport it. jj 
us | He that hath a Pr ond W oman to his Wife N 


is like an Oak begirt with Ivy, he ſuffers him- 
uſt ſelf to be Embraced by that which will bring 
ht bim to his Ruin. 
Ni- When Ambition leads the Van, the Whole if 
Body of Vice follows; and where: erer you ſee | 
he Pride in the Front, be ſure Luſt Marches i in the 
wa | Rear. | = 
ud | Pride _ 


* ay = i 
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Pride in a Beautiful Woman is like a Flaw in 
a Diamond, it leſſens the Mi, Spoils the 


Luſtre, and Remains Incurable. 

He that Marries a Proud Wife is as unhappy 
asa Prince who hath a Rebellious Nation to 
Govern, as the latter muſt grant every Peti- 
tion of the People, to ſecure Peace in his King- 
dom ; ſo muſt the former every requeſt of his 


Wife, to preſerve the ſame in his Family. 


Of all Imperfections in a Woman, Pride is 


the moſt Incollerable, for that is hardeſt to be 


excuſed, which is never to be mended. 
Pride in a Wife, makes a Husband appear 


little ; it oft-times compels him to Submit, 


where he hath right to Govern. _ 
Ne that hath a Prudent Wife, hath a Guar- 
dian Angel by his side, but he that hath a 


Proud Wife, hath the Devil at his Elbow. 


A Proud Woman is an Imperious Wife, an 
Undutiful Daughter, an Implacahle irie, a 
Harſh Mother, and a Sawcy Servant. | 


Pride is the Parent of Iniquity, the Inno- 


vator of Vice, the Seed of Rebellion, and the 
Riſe of Faction. 


— 


1 . 


OI 


c H A P. V J. | | | 
Of the Ingratitude of Women. 
Et no Man deceive himſelf with the Ex- 


pectancy of Gratitude in a Mercenary 
Woman 


Pride loſt Mankind their Pa- 
radice, the World its Peace, and made De- 
vil of an m_ 


} 


the Fower to prove ſo; for Love with Mode- 
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Woman; for ſhe, who for Silks and Satins, or 0 
a ſplendid Maintenance, will ſubmit to your 
Pleaſure, and ſwear Conſtancy to her Keeper, 
ſhall be firſt that forſakes you in a declining 


Condition; and though ſhe hath built a Provi- 


ſion for her ſelf out of the Ruins of your For- 
tune, yet ſhe ſhall be the laft Perſon that ſhall 
lend you the leaſt Aſſiſtance when your Occa- 
{ions ſhall moſt require it: Therefore, look 
upon whatſoever you give ſuch a Woman to 
he buried, as in a deep Na, tom whence na 
Returns can be expecte. = 

If you love a Woman, be not deluded by 
her trifling Preſents to make chargable Re- 


turns, for that's the Aim of her Policy. Let 


not a Point Cravat, becauſe tis her own work- 
ing, give her Title to a Settlement out of your 
Eſtate, leſt while your Miſtriſs extols your 
Gratitude, the World laughs as your Folly. | 
Giving Preſents to a Woman to ſecure her 
Love, is as Vain as the Endeavouring to fill a 
Ceive with Water; for you may continue 
Giving the one, and. Pouring into the other, 
till the laſt Trump ſounds, ere you find the 
one the Faſter, or the other the Fuller. 
The Gratitude of a Mercinary Woman lies 
only in her Tayl, with it ſhe diſſolves all Obli- 
gations, and wiſl ſtill be a Gainer even when 
the Debt's paid. 5 
| Whoever blames a Woman for her Ingrati- 
tude, is equally culpable for Truſting her,with 


lation, 
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ration, keeps a cloſe Heart and a'weary Hand, 
and her Ingratitude can never hurt you. 
Debauch no Virgin to maintain her after, 
leſt you are ſerv'd as a Gentleman, who having 
waſted his Fort une in the extravagant Support 
of a Voung Gentlewoman whom he had firſt 
defil'd, ſent his Man to her upon a particular 
Exigency, to deſire her to lend him Ten Gui- 
nea's ; to which ſhe anſwer'd, Pray preſent my 
Service to your Maſter, and tell him, when he 
hath made meamends for the Vertue he hath 
forc'd from me, I ſhall be glad to Oblige him ; 
but I wonder he ſhould think I would lend Mo- 
ney to him who hath rob'd me already of that 
' which admits of no Reſtitution, but for ever 
continues him my Debtor. Therefore, cor- 
rupt no Virgin, for the Surrender of her Ver- 
tue to your Embraces, will remain upon you as 
a perpetual Obligation, and rve her at all 
times to excuſe the higheſt Ingratitude, or the 
greateſt Injury ſhe ſhall condemn you under all 


the Miſchiefs you ſhall ſuffer by her means, 


crying, you were firſt her Ruin, and all the 
Evils ſhe can do you is no more than you de- 
ſerve. Fx 


Love is the Ligature that binds a Woman to 


Gratitude ; ſhe that loves you , will gratefully 
accept, and generouſly return the leaſt Favour 
that ſhall „Hire the Affection of the Giver ; 


but a Deſigning Woman eſteems the Donor by 
his Preſents, and not the Preſents by the Donor. 


She that hath a Deſign upon you, will firſt 
oblige you with ſome engaging Courteſie to 


| become 
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become her Debter; but. be careful of thoſe YG 


Women who are generous in, the Beginning, 
leſt you pay, with your Ruin, for their Kind- 
neſs in the End, _ 

Ingratitude is ſaid he worſe than the' Sin 
of Witchcraft, and he that truſteth a Woman 
he hath once found Ingrateful, is worſe than 


bewitch'd. 8 
Court not a Reconciliardin with a Woman 


wh o hath once deceiv'd you, leſt ſhe triumphs 
over your Submiſſion , and makes you become 
an Aſs to bear the Luggage of her Infirmities. 
'To a Woman you love, behave your ſelf 
boldly, and with freedom , "tho? juſtly and re- 
ſpectful, for a Manly Carriage will awe her to 
— grateful, when a cringing fondneſs may oc- 
cation, her to inne o on yeur __ nature. 
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From thy Bleſt Treaſure of Contentments flow 


.Thoſe ſweet Delights, whic 
Riſe up in Springs, and into Rivers ſwell, 


Complection heighren'd; and improy'd by Paint, 


| To Gaze at Vertues Beams, and the Chaſt Dame Adore, 
*Tis ſhe emboldens us to fear no Fate, 
And gives Contentment to the meaneſt State. 


8 


. Vere. 


\ / Ertue, thou Ornament of Humane Liſe , 
That Crowns the Virgin, and Adorns the Wife, 


2 
All the true Bleſſings we 7 r „ 
in thy Boſom dwell, 


Which know no Ebb, or Storm, but free from Noiſe, 
Flow Calmly in a conſtant Tide of Joys: 


Thou bring'(t Contentment to the Meaneſt Birth, 


And gives us Taſte of Heaven here on Earth: 

From whence, thro' Chriſtal Innocence, we fee 
— Proſpect of Eternityz _. he 
Where Angels, to receive the Vertuous, wait, 
And bid them Welcome to a Happier State. 
When Vice hath dreſt her Wanton Daughters Head. 
With Treſſes looſe, in Airy Modes Diſplaid. 


And all the Arts that Pride could ere invent: 

Yet Vertue in plain coif, adorn'd no way 

By Nature, looks fo Innocently Gay * 

She in her Homeſpun Garb ſhines brig]-terifar than they. 
As Precious Gems, of which the India's boaſt, . 
The plainer ſet, the greater Luſtre caſt, - 
Vertie, like Beauty, wants no Study'd Smile, 

But of it (elf ſhines bright without a Foil. | 
Could the Corrupted World but truly taſt 
The Sweet Delights which Vicious Actions Blaſt, 
Their Lewd Exceſſes they'd repeat no more, 

Their Counterfeit Enjoyments ſoon give o'er 


RES 


Cloſely Embrac'd, ſhe Bleſſes each Degree 
With a Calm Mind, from Perturbations tree, 
And, by Content, Improves Felicity. 


Would all Mankind her pleaſing foot-ſteps tread, 


Which 


Not | 
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Which to do Truth, and all Perfections lead. 


Sexes would join, à Angels do aboye, 
Not to Fulſiltheir Laſt, but deat their Love. 


* 


| X 7 Ich what reproachful Bluſhes do the Wiſe, 

Mſe, Thoſe Follies, which the Age embrace, deſpiſe, 
With Wonder and Contempt they Gaze to fee 1 

Vertue thus Sacrific'd to Leacher y, . 

By the Sly Snares of Female Policy. 


What ſtrange Temptations draw the Wor Id aſide, Y 
To Embrace Vice, andWertues Charms deride: j 


As Thieves and Rufhans, who abhorthe Light, .*_- 

Shun the Bright Day, and ſeek the Gloomy Night. 3 

Tell me, miſtaken Souls, what Baits allure 

From Vertues Parts, ſo pleaſing and ſo ſure, 

Where no deep Sloughs, or ir Bogs are foun”s 
a | 


But ſundry Proſpects of Delight all round; 
y Who'd quit ſo happy, ſo ſecure a Road, ; 
To Wade along in Filthineſs and Mud. f 
5 Where Paths ſo:xugged are, Friend Joſſels Friend, 1 
Each for Precedency in Vice contend, i 
But Sortow is, ( alas! ) their Journeys end. 1 
So is the unweary Traveller betray d, "1 
When by an g=: Fortune miſled - © (Guide | 
Mong Brakes and Pools, from whence the treach'rous | 
| Flies undiſcern'd, and doth his Tapor hide, _ 1 
Leaving the Wand ring Wretch quite void of Light, if 


Expos'd te all the Aceidents of Night. 

Thus far the Unhappy Mortals, who receed 

From Vertues Paths, the tracts of Vice to tread, _ 
Where Fears and Cares each Wanton ſtep ſucceed. 
Look at the Monſter Vice with ſteddy Eye, 

Who thus devonrs the Worlds Tranquility, 

| You may diſcern the Beaſt in ev'ry part. 

By Nature Black, tho' Whiter'd o'reby Art; 
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| As $1 umpers, when Diſtemper d and Ung 
Paint Fair their outſides, when moſt Foul W. 
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Shun the Dark Friend, and its alluring Toys, 


- Kiſs her ſoft Lips, and Wed her for your Bride. 


* 


Thou Shame of Humane Race, and Sting of Life, 


Which if you'll find, chooſe Yertue for your Guide, = 
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Lies, thou-Black Parent of Kevenge and rife, 


| | 


By thy Rank Bowels everyll igfed,. 
From thee all Rapes and Villanies proceeds 3 
Ambition, Envy, Laſs Adultery, | l 
Murder, Rebellion, every Infamy, N 


: * 


Have all their Birth and Nouriſhmetit from thee. 


8 


Reject its Trifles and Embrace true Joys; 
Wooe the kind Dame, and keep her by your ſide, 


be 


* 


* 
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A Pleaſant and Profitable 


Jo1SCOURSE 


In Defence of 


MARRIED MEN 
yp _ Againſt Peviſh, Freifub, 5 
scoLDINGWIVES, | 


With ſeveral Notable Examples of the Miſs 
chiefs and Miſeries which have attended 
their Luft and Pride, 


le 5 


A 
2 


b Aving in the foregoing Book laid 
down proper Rules and Maximes | 
tor the avoiding the Arts of a De- 
fſiguing Woman: 1 ſhall now, to 
IT deter Men from running, Headlong, upon a Mar- 


riage-ſtate, without. Conlideration, entertain 
them with. ia Diſcourſe of their other moſt 
= ſhameful 
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= . ous Murder, Cheat; 
: throughout: the World, but a Woman is found 
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ful and abominable Vices, and that ſome. 
what longer than the former; whereby the 


Wite. 


4. 


CHAP. 


I. Hen, there ſcarce happens any notori. 


or Villany, 


to be in the bottom of it: Of this, the Dyin 
Words of too many inſnared Souls at the Gal. 
lows, convinces us Daily: For the Arts ane 


- Deſigns of an inſatiable Woman are ſo full of 


Variety of Trick and Deſign, that it's almoſt 


| Impoſſible for a Man to be their Companion 


without Debauchery; and thereby ingage, and 
enter himſelf io the Lifts, as a Vaſlal to their 
Pride and Luſt, 

For Women being compared t to many things 
even ſo many and many more Troubles come 
galloping after the heels of a Woman, that 
young Men before-hand do not think of; for 


the World is not made all of Oat-meal, nor all 


is not Gold that gliſtereth,nor the way to Hex 
ven is not ſtrewed with Rufhes ; no more is the 
Cradle of Eaſe in a Womans Lap. If thou wert 
a Servant, or ia Bondage before, yet when 
thou doſt Marry, thy toil i is never the nearer 
ended ; for even then, and not before, thou 
doſt ſt change thy golden times for a wt of Ho- 

my ney, 


ney, 


may ſee what Vanity, Miſery, Miſchief N ws Hl 


Ruin ; attends an N * OI 


Yet 
their 


love C 
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they as bitter as Gall. | . | 
and vet there are many young Men which beat 
ding tneir brains, and ſpend all their time in the 
Jiove of Women; and if they get a ſmile, or but 
a favour at their Hand, they ſtraight-way are 
o raviſhed with Joy, yea ſo much, that they 
think they have the whole World in poſſeſſion ; 


but within a while after, they will find that they 


tori¶ have nothing to injoy. A Man may generally 
ay ſpeak of Women, that for the moſt part thou 
oundſfqhalt find them diſſembling in their deeds, and 


Jineſſin all their Actions ſubtle and dangerous for 
Men to deal withal; for their Faces are Lures, 


ana their Beauties are Baits, their Looks are Nets, 
I olfand their Words Charms, and all to bring 
Ou Men to Ruine. ES, 3 
nion Helena, once the Paragon of all humane 
andy Beauty, fomented ſo bloody a War by the ex- 
heir cellent features of her Face, between the Greeks 
IJ Band the Trojan, that the laſt loſt both their life 
nge and honor therein: She afterwards remembring 
NF her ſelf of this fatal Buſineſs, repented it ſince- 
that rely; for being advanced in age, (as is repor- 


for ted by James Bergonne in his Supplement of the 
all Chronicles) and deſirous to ſee her Face, ſne 


lea called for a Looking-glaſs, and beholding her 
the Face ſo withered , and all the Beauties thereof 


ert {> tarniſhed, ſhe fell a laughing; and in that 1 | 


hen mood blamed the folly of thoſe, who for her 
rer fake had endured ſo many troubles: Alas, 


zou quoth ſhe, J. i- poſſible that ſuch a countenance 


Jo- ſnould-cauſe the ruine of ſo many brave Cities, and 
. 895 : CY _. the 
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me. ney, which preſently afterwards turneth to be 
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30 Female Policy detected. | 
the ſlaughter of ſo many thouſand gallant Men, an 
noble Warriors? Theſe were the dying Words 
of that moſt excellent Beaux. 1 
_ King Joram ( after the Death of his Father 
Fehoſaphat) ſucceeding in the Kingdom, his 
Brothers being killed, and himſelf fallen into 
Idolatry, and the ruine both of him and his 
Kingdom thereupon enſuing; the Scripture 
gives this Account thereof, and imputes it 
wholly to his unhappy Wife; Filia quippe Ac hab 


nu sxor ejus; & fecit malum in conſpetiu Domini : 


He had Athaliah the Daughter of Ahab and Je- 
zabel to his Wife, importing, that it was no 
marvel this Prince was ſo wicked, and guilty of 
ſo great crimes, having ſo wicked a Wife for 
His Companion. And in the Third of the Rings, 
the ſame Scripture ſearching the cauſe of the 
miſeries and abominations of Ahab, ſaith after 
this manner, Jex abel his Wife, &c. Concitavit 
enim eum Je⁊abel uxor ſua, & abhominabilis 
factus eſt, in tantum ut ſequeretur idola que fece- 
runt Amorhaæi. 5 


Philo Judæus Notes in the firſt Book of the 


| life of Moſes, that Balak King in Aſia, whoſe 


Power extended it ſelf throughout the greateſt 
part of the Eaſt ; never durſt enterpriſe upon 
the Iſraelites till he had conſulted his Divines, 
and particularly had ſent. for Ralaam that falſe 
Prophet, who, though conſtrgined by the Spi- 
rit of God to ſpeak truth, nevertheleſs not to 
loſe the favour of that Prince, he adviſed him, 
that the only way to effect his deſigns, and 
ruine that People, was, by ſending his Women 

3 among! 


. — 
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among them, whom he ſhould adorn and dreſs 
as laſciviouſly as could be : Which purpoſe the 
ſaid Women effectually brought about by their 
Allurements, ſo that the greateſt part of the 
Youth ſubjected themſelves to Idolatry, before 
they were or might be permitted to fulfil their 
Luſts on them ; which ſo animated Phineas with 
the Zeal of God's glory, and the love of Con- 
tinence, and ſome others with him, that fal- 
ling upon theſe abominable Perſons , they kil- 

led of them to the Number of four and twenty 
thouſand, and fo ſaving, the Hoſt from being 
contaminated with thoſe Filthineſſes, they gal» 
ned the Victory over that King, who by the 
Counſel of the foreſaid Prophet had ſo in the 


groſs corrupted the People. 


I ſhall only add the example of Cleopatra, 
who, as Plutarch ſaith, was that rock on which 
Mark Anthony, that valiant and great Captain, 
daſh'd and broke himſelf in pieccs by his im- 
pure pleaſures: But ſhe not only ruined him, but 


| was the cauſe of a thouſand troubles to the 


State of Rome. Marcus Aurelius, that wiſe 
Prince, ſaith, That the Fire of Aima was not 
ſo hurtful to Sicily, as this wicked Woman to 
every Canton ef that Empire. To conclude, . 


As vertuous Women are given us from Hea- 


ven, toalleviate the miſeries of our nature, ſo 


are the bad born expreſly to vex Men, and to 


oppoſe and ruine all their defi ignes and good 

Fortune. 
The old Proverb is, He he hath a fair Wife, 
and a white Horſe, ſhall never be without Troubles 
C3 For 


2 ' Female Policy detifted. 
or a Woman that hath a fair Face, it is ever 
matched with a cruel Heart, and the Heavenly 


Looks with Helliſh Thoughts ; 
vountenance with mercileſs Minds : for Wo- 
TY men can both Lye and Flatter; they are ſo 
_— cunning in that Art, as if they had been bound 
= Apprentice to the Trade: they have Sirens 
Songs to allure thee, and Circes cunning to 
Inchant thee: And they bear two Tongues in 
one Mouth, like Judas, and two Hearts in one 
| Breaſt like Ma the one full of Smiles, and 
and the other Fall of Frowns, and all to deceive 
| the fimple and plain-meaning Man ; they can 
with the Satyr, out of one Mouth blow both 
hot and cold. 
But what of all this? Why nothing but to 
tell thee, That a Woman is better loſt than 
found; better forſaken, than taken. Saint 
Paul faith, That they which Marry, do well; but 
he alſo faith, That they which Marry not, do ber- 
ter 
what he ſpake. Then, if thou be wiſe, keep 
thy Head out of the Halter, and take heed be- 
fore thou have cauſe to curſe thy hard Penny- 


al 


the Knot. 

The Opinions of the Ancient Philoſophers 
= were © hard of Marriage, that they never de- 
Wy lighted therein: For Pythagoras being asked, 
= Why he gave his Daughter in Marriage to one 
of his greateſt Enemies, preſently anſwered, 

Nihil ills poteram dare deterius 
i, e. I could not give him a worſe 3 or 
Range 


their modeſt. 


Ana he ( no doubt) was well adviſed 


= worth, or wiſh the Prieſt ſpeechleſs which knit 
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Revenge my ſelf better of him, Woman being 


* 
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hole World. Another being asked, why he 
Married not? Anſwered , That it was to ſoon 


and afterwards when he was old, he was asked 


the ſame Queſtion, and he ſaith then, it was too 


late. And farther he ſaid , That a married Man 


hath but two good Days to be looked for; That is, 
the Marriage Day, and the Day of his Wites 
Death: For a Woman will feed thee with Ho- 
ney, and poyſon thee with Gall. Diogenes Was 
ſo dogged, that he abhorr'd all Women ; and 
Aug uſtine wiſhed, That he had lived Wifeleſs, and 
,,, cc | 
Socrates, being Queſtion'd, Whether it were 
better to Marry, or to live ſingle * Made Anſwer, 
Whichſoever thou doſt, it will repent thee; for if 
thou Marrieſt not, then thou wilt live diſcontented, 
and die without Iſue, and ſo perhaps a Stranger 
ſhall poſſeſs thy Goods; and if thou daeſt Marry, 


thou ſhalt have continual Vexations ;, her Dawry 


will be often caſt into thy diſh, if foe do bring Wealth 


with her, Again, if ſhe complain, then her Kins- 
folk will bend the Broms, and her Mother wall {peak 
her pleaſure by thee : And if thou marrig5t only for 
Fair looks , yet thou may ſt hap to go without them, 
when thou lookeft for them And if thou marrieſt. 
one that is Fruitful in bearing of Children, then will 
thy care be the more encreaſed, for little doth the 
Father know what ſhall be the end of his Children; 
Ana if ſhe be Barren, thou wilt loath her: And if 
Honeſt, thou wilt fear her Death; And if Un- 
thou Ml 
4 mu ſt = 
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he moſt wicked and abominable thing in the | F 
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mut ſupport her in all bad Action, and that wil fighs + 
be fu ch 4 perpetual Burt hen unto thee, that thou charg 
had even as good draw Water cont inuui ) to Jil 4 for CC 
bottomleſs Tub. | 10 B31 fit, all 
A Gentleman on a time ſaid to his: Friend; and \ 
I can help you to a good Marriage for your” Jon; Heart 
his Friend made him this Anſwer, A Sn Hu 
(ſaith he ) ſhall ſtay till be have more Wi te The ſhewl 
Gentleman replyed again, ſaying, If qou marry tax h 
him not before he hath Mi it, he will never mo fo Cure 1 
long as he liveth, 2 her; 
Domettas, buried three Wives, and yet Men 
never wet one Handkerchief: no; nor ſhed ſo | Nath 
much as one Tear: Alſo Ul 'yſſes; he had a Wor 
| Dog which loved him well, — when that than 
Dog died, he wept bitterly, but he never ſhed and 1 
one Tear when his Wife died. Wherefere if. | ſee ir 
thou marrieft without reſpect, but only for: I of: A 
bare love, then thou wilt afterwards with. Bath 
ſorrow. fay, That there is more belongs to gs who | 
1 keeping than four bare Legs in a Bed. Cc. 
What Man can live with his Hands in his I Shee 
= Boſom, and buy Meat in the Market for Ho- I plea! 
neſty without Money: Where there is nothing Hus 
but bare Walls, it is a fit Houſe to breed Beg- Hus! 
gars in the World; yea, there are many that mair 
wchink, when they are Married, they may live Dar 
by Love; but if Wealth be wanting, hot man, 
Love will Toon be cold, and ycur hot deſires || bet: 
= will be ſoon quenched with the Smoak of Po- and 
verty: To what end then ſhould we live in beat. 
Love, ſeeing it is a life more to be feared than 1 
| Death ? For all thy Money waſtes in Toys, and plac 
j eat in Banqueting, and all thy os in the 
. iahs 
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charge, which commonly cometh with a Wife; 
for commonly Women are Proud without pr << 
fit, and that is a good Purgation for thy Purſe; 
and when thy Purſe is light, then will thy 
Heart be heavy. 

Humility is fo valuable in a Woman, that 
ſhewing it ſelf upon occaſions, no Man can 
tax her with any Imperfections, ſo as to obſ⸗ 
cure that goodneſs which is believed to be in 
her; her humility makes her to be ſuch as 
Men could know to deſire. The Prophet 
Nathan, in ſetting forth the Quality of a good 
Woman, found nothing better to his purpoſe 
than the comparaiſon of a Sheep, the gentleſt 
and meekeſt of all the Creatures, as we may 
ſee in his Parable to King David in the matter 
of Adultery which he had committed with 
Bathſheba : There was. (faith he) a poor Nau 
whe had nothing in the World but one pods Sheep, 
&c. Mark how he calls the Wife of Uriah! a 


| Sheep, for ſo ought every good Wife to be, 


pleaſant, humble, filent, and obedient to her 
Hus band, as a Sheep to its Shepherd : and the 
Husband ought to treat, keep, nouriſn, and 
maintain her as his Sheep, and love her as his 
Whereuntb I add with the Wiſe- 
man, that ſuch a Woman is a favour)from Heaven 
beſt owed on Man; Gratie ſuper gratiam mulier 


ſantta & pudorata. And again, AAulieris bone 


veatus vir. But of his before. 

That which is further obſervable in the ſame 
place, is, That God oftentimes recompences 
the e Works of a an by the Offer of a 


fighs and ſobs, to think upon the trouble and IM 
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vertuous Wife; Pars bona mulier bona in parte 
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timentium Deum dabitur viro pro factis bony. 


Solomon ſaith further in his Proverbs, that 


Parents give unto Children Means and Riches, but 
it 3s God that giveth unto them prudent and diſcret 
Women : Domus & divitie dantura parentibus, 4 
Domino autem proprie uxor prudens; the Hebrew 


Text is more emphatical, having theſe Words, 
. Domus & divitiæ hareditas patrum, ſignifying, 


that good and bad Children ſucceed alike to 
the goods and eſtates gained by their Parents 
care and induſtry; but that Women being not 


the goods of fortune, God beſtowes the good 


one only to ſuch as fear Him, and obſerve his 


Commandments. The ſame is likewiſe ſet 


down by the Royal Prophet, for having pre- 
miſed, Bleſſed are they which fear the Lord, and 
walk in his ways , he adds preſently the reward 


to follow, his Wife foall be as 4 fruitful Vine (that 


is reclus'd or ſhut up in the moſt ſecret place 


of the Houſe, or) on the ſides of bis Houſe, 


ſignifi'd by theſe Words, a lateribus ddomus tu. 
To which purpoſe St. Paul ſpeaking of the 
loneneſs of Virgins, faith, that they ought to be 
Guardians of their Houſes, for in ſtead of what 


our verſion hath, having care of their Houſe, the 


Hebrew reads it by a Hieroglyphick of a wiſe 
and vertuous Daughter, having a Beaſt called 


dhe Once at her Feet, teaching us, that as the 
= Male of that Creature is more feeble than its 
Female, which ſurpaſſeth bim in courage and 
= valour; fo ought a wiſe Daughter to appea 


flattering Courteſies, and deceitful Wanton- 
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more vigorous than a Man, in reſiſting thoſe | 


neſſesꝛ: | 


* 
* * — 70 * n 
. Y A G 2 * n f 
e . a Sha. a 
1 * * * * * 8 
n r 
Ther | 8 MG 
N 4 - 
fl 
* 


Female. Policy detected. 


*z 
ha 


21 2 „ 
a ob) 
54 * * ©: 
— 4 g 1 . 
* : pM 1 
N. 2 * # 
2 1 I 
% 2 
* 4 » 
, 9 "8B 
. : A p * 
ds x I 1 
= 45 - 


__ 


* 


1 
1 


neſſes, the impertinent and ſlippery feats of . 

| heady Youngſters, who make much of them 
hat ro no other purpoſe than to deſtroy and ruine KM 
but their Honour and Reputation: And as that 
crer Creature delights not in any place but in thick 
2 Groves, and inhabitable deſerts, and departs 
e not ont of them but to feek Proviſion ; ſo 
ds, ought a Wife and vertuous Daughter to be a 
ng, Lover of ſolitude, and not to depart out of 

to her Houſe, but only to the Church, and em- 

nts ploy her ſelf wholly in the ſervice of God, and 

not careful honeſt Exerciſes. Y 

od But if you think that ſolitude is required 

us Bf only of Virgins, behold two other Hierogly- 
ſet phicks, which make it appear, that it is well 

C- | becoming Women of diſcretion; Euſtac. lib. 

md 2. de Iſmeniis, ſaith, that the Antients repre- 

rd ſented Chaſtity two manner of ways, the firſt 

at was, by pourtraying a Woman crowned with 

CE | a Garland, woven with all fort of Flowers 

ſe, Þ chat Nature roduced, the Roſe excepted : ſhe 

'4. | wore a Net © Ge ment which — her 

he Face, her Breaſt, and her Feet, ſignifying the pu- 

he dicity of Woman, to preſerve which, all the Gra- 

at ces, Perfections, and Flowers of the of the World 
e are requiſite; except that which ſmells of Venus i 
ſe and impudicity, fignifi'd by the Roſe, which is 

d dedicated to that godeſs, whoſe Love is unchaſt. 

e The ſecond Pourtrait repreſented a Lady, 


S | crowned with all ſorts of pretious Stones and 
Y Jewels, Rubies , Diamonds, Emeralds, and 
other ineſtimable Riches, with a Carbuncle in 
© WU the middle of her Forehead, which gꝑliſtered 


*. like the Sun, being covered with rk Robe, 


by this Embleme, that the Riches wherewith a 


them, deſirous to command, flow to obey, 
veable to Pardon, eaſie enough to Vengeance, 


the Lady in all things, of which, ſee two Ex- 
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all her care being to hide her Feet ; 5 1 gnifying 
Woman ought to adorn her ſelf, ſhould not 
conſiſt in Cloathes, but in Spirit and Vertue ; 
and although ſhe be poor in Rayment, it ſof- 
ficeth if ſhe be Rich in Head. 

This is to ſhow, that not to go often abroad, 
but to ſtay at home, is a great. Sign of the 
Loyalty of Marriage, and an aſſured token of 
an excellent Woman, and obedient to her 
Husband. But on the other lide, if you deſire 
to ſeethe marks of a proud and wickedWoman 
take notice of theſe ; She will be diſdainful in 
her Looks, lofty in her Speech, ſupercilious 
in Silence, diſſolute i in Riots, furious in Sor- 
row, grave in her Pace, honeſt in Appearance, 
prone to offer Injuries, impatient to endure 


ready to do ill, backward to do good, unmo- 
delicate in her Diet, and ambitious to play 


amples for Proof. 
Fliny the great N aturalift. x eports, chat cles- 


patra Queen of Egypt, the moſt pr oud and laſci- 7 
vious that ever was, obſerving Mark Anthony | In . 
to exceed all Men in the ſumptuouſneſs of his of E 
Feaſts and Banquets, entertaiaing his Gueſts this 
with the moſt choiſe and exquiſite Viands that . 
could be had ; out of Ambition or Emulation o 4 
uttered ſome Words! in Diſparagement of his os | 


Treatments, giving out, That they were no- 


ching near the Coſt and Value of thoſe which J Ode 


ſhe ber, 


5 
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ſhe would provide and prepare : Of which he 
for judge in the difference, demanded of her 


what ſhe could do more magnificently than he? 
This proud Princeſs, without any other reply, 


having two Pendants in her Ears ſet with two”. 


ineſtimable Pearls, which were doubtleſs the 
chief Works of Nature, took the one of them, 
and having diſſolved it in Vinegar, ſhe drunk 
and ſwallowed it. down in the preſence of 
Mark Anthony: Which Lucizs ſeeing, and re- 
gretting ſo great a waſte, clapt his Hand upon 
the other, and prevented the {wailowing down 


of that; and the better to pleaſe and pacife 


her, gave Sentence of Victory on her ſide, 
although Mar, Anthony was much troubled 
thereat. But Lucius forbore not to take the 


Pearl, and dividing it into two, he made 


thereof two Ear- Pendants for the Statue. of 


Venus, Which was in the Temple of Pantheon 


at Rome. | 


The ſecond Hiſtory is of a Wife of the 
Duke of Venice, named Dominica Sylvia, whom. 


he had taken in Conſtantinople. Anthon. Sabellicus 
in his Firſt Decad. Lib. 4. Tom. and the Mirror 
of Examples, Diſtinct. 1. Sect. 3.4. reports, that 


this Woman, puft up with Pride and Arro- 


gance, was ſo delicate in her Meat and Drink, 
ſo curious of her Body, and ſo nice to be ſer- 


ved, that ſne had not only the Perfumes of 


Musk, Civet, Amber-gris, and other ſweet 
Odors in every Corner and nook of her Cham- 
ber, even to trouble the head of thoſe that 

8 bY entred 


being advertiſed, having taken Lucius Plancus + 
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entred in; ſhe was ſo delicate, I ſay, that ſhe 
would not only be ſerved with common and 
ordinary Water to waſh her ſelf, but com- 
mand her Servants to take off every Morning 


the Dew of Heaven from the moſt odoriferous 
Plants and Herbs for her Uſe; and moreover 


ſhe would not touch with her Fingers the Meat 


ſerved on her Table, but taking it with Gol 
den Forks, ſhe would in that manner put it 
into her Mouth ; though at laſt her prodigious 


Delicacy coſt her dear: For Heaven not able 


longer to endure the inſolent pride of this 
Syren, not only inflicted Pthiſis or a Con- 
ſumption on her in her whole Body, that no 
one of her Domeſtick Servants or Grooms 
could endure to be near her and ſo dy'd in a 
loath-ſome, ſtinking Condition. 

Alas! The Pride of a Woman is like the 
Dropſie; for as drink encreaſeth the Drought 
of the one, even ſo Money enlarget h the Pride 
of the other : Thy Purfe muſt be always open 
to feed her Fancy, and fo thy Expences will 
be great, and yet perhaps thy getting ſmall 
thy-Houſe muſt be ſtored with coſtly Stuff, 
and yet perhaps thy Servant ſtarved far lack 
of Meat : Thou muſt diſcharge the Mercer's 
Book, and pay the Haberdaſher's Man, for 
her Har muſt be continually on the new Faſhion, 
and her Gown of finer Wool than the Sheep 
beareth any: She muſt likewiſe have her Jewel- 


Box furniſhed, eſpecially if ſhe be Beautiful; 


for then commonly Beauty and Pride goeth 
together; - and a Beautiful Woman 1 is for ws 
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Female Policy detected, 41 
moſt part coſtly, and no good Houſe Wife; 
then no Servant will abide her fierce Cruelty; 
and if ſhe be honeſt and chaſte, and it ſhe he a 
good Houſs-Wife, then commonly ſhe is jea- 
lous. N 
If ſhe be fair and Beautiful, ſhe will ring 
thee ſuch a Peal, that one would think the 
Devil were come from Hell; ſaying, J might 
have had thoſe which wen have maintained 
me like a Woman, whereas now I go like no Body; 
but I will be maintained if thou wert hang d: with 
ſuch like Words ſhe will vex thee, blubbering 
forth abundance of diſſembling Tears, ( for 
Women do teach their Eyes to weep) for do 
but croſs a Woman, although it be never ſo 
little, ſhe will ſtraightway put Finger in the 
Eye and cry, then preſently many a tooliſh 
Man will flatter her, and entreat her to be 
quiet; but that marrs all; for the more the is 
entreated, ſhe will pour forth the more abun- 
dance of deceitful Tears, and therefore no 
more to be pitied than to ſee a Gooſe go bare- 
foot; for as they have Tears to command, ſo 
have they Words at will, and Oaths at- plea- 
ſure ; for they make as much of an Oath as- ©: 
Merchant doth, which will forſwear himſelf 
never yet knew 
a Woman that would deny to ſwear in De- 
fence of her own Honeſty, and always ſtand 
highly upon it, although ſhe be aſhamed to 
wear it in Winter for tear of catching cold, 
nor in Summer for Heat, for fear leſt it may 


Abun- 
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until they come into the Hands of Thieves; 


| ſome again ſtand highly upon their fine Fooiſppe de 


the Faireſt Women are ſooneſt inticed to yield 
- Whetſtone, every one will be whetting there- 


_ aſſaulted by many; and Fair Women are com- N 
monly catched at: He that marrieth a Fair Wo- 


Credit to pleaſe her Fancy; for a DiamondPÞ 
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Abundance will be apt to ſay, what I write in t 
is true, and yet they cannot beware of the De. mea 
vil, until they are plagued with his Dam; the hatt 
lictle Lamb skips and leaps, till the Fox come, 
but then he quivers and ſhakes ; the Bear dan. 
ces at the Stake, till the Dogs be upon his 
Back; and ſome Men never fear their Money, 


even ſo, ſome will never be warned, and there. 
fore are not to be pitied, if they be harmed, 
What are Women, that makes thee ſo greedi-· Non: 
ly to gape after them? Indeed ſome, their Fa. pad, 
ces are Fairer and Beautifuller than others; 


and Hand, or elſe all Women are alike; Joa 
is as good as my Lady; in the Dark quo 
Nin the Clown. . 

But, let me tell thee, if thou marrieſt { 
Woman of evil Report, her diſcredit will be: 
Spot in thy Brow ; thou canſt not go in the 
Street with her without Mocks, nor amongſt 
thy Neighbours without Jeers; and commonly 


unto Vanity: He that hath a Fair Wife and 
on : And a Caſtle is hard to keep, when it 1s 
man,every one will wiſh hisDeath to enjoy her, 


and if thou be never ſo rich, yet but a Clown 
in Condition, then will thy Fair Wife loſe her 


hath not his Grace but in Gold, no more hath 
a Fair Woman her full Commendations, but 


—— 
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writel in the Ornament of her Bravery ; by which 
De. means there are divers Women, whoſe Beauty 
> theſbath brought their Husbands into Poverty and 
ome, N Diſeredit, by their Pride and Whoredom, A 
dan. fair Woman commonly will go like a Peacock, 
n hisfand her Husband moſt go like a Woodcock. 
oney Indeed, tis prepoſterous to ſee the mad feats 
eves;of Women; for they will be merry, one Hour, 
here. then ſad the next; now laugh, then weep, now 
-med Wick, then preſently well; all things which they 
eedi- {don't like, are naught; and if it be never ſo 
r Fa. Had, if it pleaſe them, it is excellent, 
Further, it is preſent Death for Women to 


ners; 
Fool he denied the thing which they demand, and 
ToarfWet they will deſpiſe things given unasked. 


For, when a Woman wanteth any thing, 
e will Flatter and ſpeak Fair; not much un- 
ke the Flattering Butcher, who gently claweth 
he Ox,when he intendeth to knock him on the 
ead : But the thing being once obtained, and 
heir deſires ſatisfied, then they will look Big, 
nd anſwer Stately,and ſpeak ſo Scornfully, that 
ne would imagine they would never ſeek help, 
jor crave comfort at thy Hand any more: 
But a Woman is fitly compared to a Ship, 
it Nhich being never ſo well rigged, yet one 
com- Thing or other is to be amended ; even ſo, 
- Wo-ſive a Woman all that ſhe can demand to 
y her Pay, yet ſhe will want again. WE” 
own Women are called Night Crows, for that 
ſe hetfommonly in the Night, they will make re- 
mondſdueſt for ſuch Toys as cometh in their Heads 
e hathÞ che Day. Women know their time to work 
55 but 3 | their 


quo 


eſt {1 
ben 
in the 
ongll 
* 
yie 
and 4 
there- 


I RG - Ir * ö * 


* * 5 N 8 * : * NN 1 W * 
ks ob enn SO 


as |. Femnale Policy detefted, | 
their Craft; for in the Night, they will work ha 
a Man like Wax, and draw him like as the] in 
Adamant doth the Iron : And having once 

brought him to the bent of her Bow, then ſhe 

makes her requeſt for an India-Silk-Gown off 
the neweſt Faſhion, a Furbelow'd Petticoat j x 
and Scarf, or a Pair of Pendants &c: Her 
| Husband being overcome by her Flattering 
Speech, partly he yieldeth to her requeſt al. 
though it be a Grief to him, for that he cat 
hardly ſpare it out of his Stock; yet for quiet 
neſs ſake, he doth promiſe what ſhe deman 
deth, yo becauſe he would ſleep quietly it 
his Bed. Again, every married Men knowett 
this, That a Woman will never be quiet, i 
her mind be ſet upon a thing, till ſhe have it MW aw: 
Now, if thou drive her off with delays, the 
her Forehead wil! be full of Frowns, as if 
threatned to make Clubs Trumps, and tho Ar 
never a black Card in thy Hand; for except ain 
Woman haye what ſhe will, ſay what ſhe liſſſſuch: 
and go where ſhe pleaſe, otherwiſe thy Houſſprovc 


will be full of Smoak, that thou canſt not ſtanſÞau nr 
„„ 3 5 2 
It is of a truth ſaid, That an old Dog, and aut ou 


hungry Flea bite ſore; but in my mind a froproun 
ward Woman biteth more ſorer; and if thoferſe 
go about to maſter a Woman, hoping to brinF3llel; 
her to humility; there is no way to make haHoye ; 
good with Stripes, except thou beat her tqttemt 
Death; for do thou what thou wilt, yet a frofhis 


ward Woman in her frantick mood will an en h 
. . hal 


=. 
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vork pale, ſwear, ſcratch, and tear, all that ſtands 
s the in her way, | 1 | | 
Once | 
n ſhe l 
. 4 8 
icoatÞ 1 1, D Y what hath beer ſaid already, any 

Herſh Rational Man wou'd think, *tis 
ering enough to perſuade him from the Snares and 
ft al. Deluſions of a Subtle Woman. But, to do it 
e calthe more Effectually, I ſhall here preſent you 
quiet with a further View of the Miſeries of a Mar- 
emanWricd Life; and more eſpecially that of a De- 
tly Ugceitful falſe and inconſtant Woman. And fir 
OwetiWof their Ambition and Luſt. ED 
iet, i Philo, the Jew, in his Treatiſe of particular 
ve it Laws tells us, That Paſiphae the Wife of King 
„the 1470; fell in Love with a Bull, and indeavour'd 
if io have carnal Knowledge of that Beaſt, 
| tho And the learned Apuleius ſaith, That a cer- 
cceptFain Woman called Meroes on a time fell into 
he lilWuch a Fit of rage, that ſhe highly menac'd the 
HonkProvokers of her Diſpleaſure; in fury ſhe 
t ſtan@aunted, that ſhe would diſplace Heaven it 
lf, ſhe would dry up the Springs and the Sea, 
and aſput out the Stars, illuminate Hell, caſt to the 
a frofcround even the Creator of this great Uni- 
if thoFerſe. Behold, if this be not the moſt unpa- 
o brinFallel”d audacious Boldneſs in the World, far 
ake hÞbove and beyond the Pride of the Devil, who 
her tempted no more then to be equa) with God: 
ta frohiis Woman would make God leſs mighty 
ill ” en her ſelf, and be Superiour to Him. 

f © youu 8 
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i chiefs and Maleficia, which other Sorcerers 
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46 Female Policy detefled. 
Oroſius that famous Perſon ſaith, That du- ie 
ring the Conſulſhip of Claudius Marcellus, Titus, I me 


and /alerivs, there were put to Death 380 ane 


Roman Ladies convicted of Witchcraft; and 
in his Liſt of the Sorcereſſes, he puts in the 
firſt place Her ate, then Circe and Aedea, ſince 
which, the World by inceſtuous Copulation, 
according to the Cuſtom of Sorcereſſes, hath 
been ſtiſl repleniſhed, and hell filled; and this 
goddieſs did not only preſide over Charmers, 
Incantators, cc. but alſo over Veneficiaries, 
and all ſorts of Poyſon, and to whom they ad- 
dreſt themſelves for ſucceſs upon thoſe Miſ- 


ſhould do. 

I ſhall mention one Story, which deſerves to 
be tranſmitted, you ſhall ſee it in the Dæmono- 
manie of D. Bodin, and more clearly in the 
Table of the Inconſtancy of Demons and evil 
Spirits. 5 1 EG 

The Story relates, that a young Girl named 
Magdalena de la Croix, Native of Cordoua il 
Spain, being deſcended of a mean Family and 
Parentage, reſolved to collect ſome Almes to 
help forward the Re- building and Reſtoration 
of the Convent of St. Clare, which then went p,,,. 


to ruine ; aud managed the Buſineſs ſo wellfi;1,,, 


that the Monaſtery was finiſhed. This gave 200d 
occalion to the Nuns to receive her into theiſ 7, 
Company, where a certain black Dæmon, like Wont 
an e/Erthiopian, came into Acqu«intance witiſther 
her, being then aged betwixt ten and twelw appe: 
Years, and wrought ſo by his Deviliſh 9 vaſte; 
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cies, that he made her a Slave to his Will; 
making her ſeem alſo in a fhort time the wiſeſt 
and holieſt of her Age; and the better to 
captivate her entirely to his Obedience, ſhe 
was no ſooner twelve Years old but he de- 
manded her in Marriage; whereto giving her 


conſent, he married her upon this condition, 


that for the ſſ pace of thirty Years and mor? he 
ſhould make her to equal, yea, to ſurpaſs in 
Holineſs, all of her Profeſſion, whether Monks 
or Nuns ; which ſucceeded according to her 
dehre : Thereby there grew ſuch a familiarity 
between them, that this Dæmon forced ſome- 
times to go to other places, which he made 
her believe were of great repute, he gave her 
a Servitour in his place, which aſſiſted her in 
all things; and taking the form of the ſaid 


Magdalen, did imitate her in all things, doiag 
and 


that which ſhe ought to do for her eaſe; 
when her Dæmon returned, he told her all 
things worthy of Notice that had paſsd i in the 
World. 

Among cther things he told her one Day, 
of the taking of Francis the Firſt , Priſoner, 
and the Spoil that was ſoon after committed at 
Rome; which ſhe relating to the Nuns, they 
thougth ſhe knew it by revelation of ſome 
200d Angel. To make ſhort the Story, this 
—— doing admirable Signs, and ſtrange 
Wonders, which 


appeared, ſhe was choſeu Abbeſs of the Mo- 


— to the Satisfaction of all the Religious 
therein, 


E. 


paſſed for Miracles, toge- 
ther with the Holineſs of Life which outwardly 


—_ Female Policy derefted. 
therein, and behaved her-ſelf ſo well in this | C 
charge, that nothing was to be complained of | ſhi 
in her: On Feſtivals ſhe was ſo fervently de- to 
vout, that ſhe hath been lifted three Cubits | De 
high from the Ground, having often in her Þ nu 
Hands the Image of our Lord, ſhewing at me 
times a Head of Hair reaching to her Ancles, ſiſt 
which diſappeared preſently : Being at Maſs, be: 
the partition Wall of the Choir would open of vo- 
it ſelf, ſometimes to give a more commodious Þþ abl 
Sight of the Holy Hoſtia; and thoſe Days wh 
wherein ſhe failed to communicate, (which isÞ Pri: 
very ſtrange) the Prieſt having conſecrated the auſi 
Hoſts to the Number of the Nuns preſent, dor 
found that he had one to ſay, thinking that k 
fome good Angel had reſerved it to give it her Var 
himſelf; and indeed ſome of the Religious did and 
ſometimes ſee the Hoſt come to her in the Air, Bea 
and this very Hoſt did leap into her Mouth, as C 
which ſhe ſhew'd them publickly. 1 
This ſo augmented her Credit and Reputa ·¶ for 
tion of Holineſs, that Popes, Emperors, Kings her 
Princes, ſent their Letters, recommending] can 
themſelves to her Prayers. The Spaniſh Prin- Apr 
ceffes were firſt deceived ; for the Wife off to v 
Charles the Fifth ſent her Swadling-Cloaths to] Acq 
wrap her Son Philip the Second with, that ſhep ltari 
would bleſs them with her Hand. But ſhe didy to © 
many wonderful things, that at laſt theſ that 
Nuns began to take her for a Witch; which 
mie perceiving, and God tonching her by de- 
grees by his Grace, the thirty Years of her 
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ſiſtance: When, the Dæmon who had ſo long 


who, the better to expiate her Sin, was put in 


Apparel, a Thouſand to one, hut ſhe will love 


i Loſs ;-a Man muſt take all the Pains, and Wo- 
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Covenant being expired, about the Year 1546 | 
ſhe accuſed her ſelf, and confeſſed to the Viſi- 
tors of the Order, that ſhe had known this 
Dæmon from the Age of twelve Years, conti- 
nuing them to thirty onward ; and havin 
made a general Confeſſion, deſired their Af- 


bewitched her, ſeeing her Reſolution, endea- 
voured by all means to diffwade her, but not 
able to effect it, was conſtrained to leave her; 


Priſon, where ſhe underwent a hard and 
auſtere Pennance, till at laſt ſhe obtained Par- 
don of it from Pope Paul the Fourth. 
By this we may in ſome meaſure ſee what 
Vanity, Miſchief and Miſery attends a Proud 
and Ambitious Woman; who; tho” ſhe has a 
Beautiful Outſide, and her Tongue is ſmooth 
as Oil, and ſo ſoft as Silk, and her Words 
fo ſweet as Honey; or if ſhe were a very A 
for Wit, or a Bag of Gold for Wealth; or if ü 
her perſonage have ſtoln away all that Nature =» 
can afford, and if ſhe be deckt up in gorgeous i 


RI # 2 473 = SIP 2 « >> 7 Ju We 5 N — be. 
22 ER CI A ä prone n . = 
2 * by 22 r - — — 1 A 2 e . 
* COS Te”. ee SIT r 2 a - 
2 3 C24 — * 
Wy r 


to walk where ſhe may get Acquaintance, and 
Acquaintance bringeth Familiarity, and Fami- 
liarity ſetteth all Follies abroach ; and Twenty 
to one, that if a Woman love gadding, but 
on ſhe will pawn her Honeſty to pleaſe her 
ancy. 4 1 
And to N her Extravagancics, Man 
muſt be at all the coſt, and yet live by the 


man 
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men n ſpend the gains: A Man may watch and [per 
ward, fight and defend, till the Ground, La- I unc 
bour in the Vineyard; "and look what he get- I pr 
teth in ſeven Years, a Woman will ſpread it N wer 
abroad with a Fork in one Year, and yet little N anc 
enough to ſerve her turn, but a great deal too N avo 
little to get her Good-will ; Nay, if thou give ref 
her never ſo much, and yet if thy perſonage hap 

leaſe not her Humour , then will I not give a the. 
Penny for her Honeſty at the Vears- end: I Spit 
For then her Breaft will harbour an envious will 
Heart, and her Heart the Store-houſe of poy- N not 
ſoned Hatred: Her Head will deviſe Villany, sum 
and her Hands are ready to practiſe that which but 
her Heart deviſeth. _ 
And what then ſhall we term her but the 
Offipring of Satan, whoſe Head, Hands, 
2 Mind, and Soul is evil? For Women 
are called the Hook of all Evil, becauſe Men 
are taken with them Fiſh: For Woman have a 
Thouſand ways to deceive thee, and all ſuch 
= | «Fools as are Suiters unto them: Some they 
keep in Hand with Promiſes, and ſome they 
i feed with Flattery, and ſome they delay with! 
Dalliance, and ſome they pleaſe with Kiſſes: 
They lay out the Folds of their Hair, to entan- 
gle Men in their Love ; betwixt their Breaſts I ſai 
is the Valley of Deſtruction, and in their Beds 
is Hell, Sorrow and Repentance. Eagles eat 
not Men til they are dead, but Women de- 
pvyour them alive: for a Woman will pick thy 
pocket, and empty thy Purſe, laugh in thy 
face, mos cut thy Throat: they arc ungrateful, þ 
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perjured, full of fraud, flouting and deceit, 
unconſtant, waſpiſn, toyiſn, light, ſullen, 


proud, diſcourteous and cruel : and yet they + 4 


were by God created, and by Nature formed, 
and therefore by Policy and Wiſdom to be 
avoided ; for good things abuſed, are to be 
refuſed; or elſe for a Months pleaſure, ſhe may 
hap to make thee go ſtark- naked: ſhe will give 
thee Roſt- meat, but ſhe will beat thee with the 
Spit : It thou haſt Crowns in thy Purſe, ſhe 
will be thy Hearts Gold, until ſhe leave thee 
not a whit of white Money: they are like 
Summer-Birds, for they will abide no Storm, 
but flock about thee in the Pride of thy Glory, 
and flye from thee in the Storms of Afflictions; 
for they aim more at thy Wealth than at thy 
Perſon, and eſteem more thy Money, than any 
ans vertuous Qualities : for they eſteem of 
a Man without Money, as a Horſe doth a fair 
Stable without Meat; And will play the Horſe- 
leech to ſuck away thy Wealth, but in the 
Winter of thy Miſery ſhe will flye away from 
thee: Not unlike a Swallow, which in the 


summer harboureth her ſelf under the Eves of 


an Houſe, and againſt Winter flyeth away, 
leaving nothing but Dirt behind her. Solomon 
ſaith, He that will ſuffer himſelf to be led 
away, or take delight in ſuch Womens Com- 
pany, is like a Fool which rejoiceth when he is 

led to the Stocks, Prov. 7. 1 
God deteſteth the Money, or Goods gotten 
by Whoredom, Deut. 23. 17, 18. Whores are 
called by divers Names, and the properties of 
Whores 


— 


; & ut j 
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Whores. Prov. 7. 6. and 2. A Whore enviethÞ We 
an Honeſt Woman, Eſaras 19. and 42. Whore-· Ia Fi 
mongers God will judge, Heb. 13. and 4. They in t 
ſhall have their Portion with the Wicked, in this 
the Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, cout 
Kev. 21.8. Only for the Sin. of Whor edom ] ſon, 


e2 


God was forry at the Heart and repented that 
ever he made Man. Gen. 6. 6, 7. S. Paul ſaith, 
to avoid Fornication every Man may take a 
Wife, 1 Cor. 7. 2. Therefore he which hath 4 
Wife ef his own, and yet goeth to another 
Woman, is like a rich Thief, which will ſteal 
when he hath no need. „„ 
There are three ways to know a Whore; by 
her wanton Looks, by her Speech, and by her 
Gate, Eccleſiaſticus 26 And in the ſame 
Chapter he ſait! IThet we muſt not give our 
Strength unto Herlots : for Whores are tht 
Evil of all Evils, and the Vanities of all Vani. 
ties; they weaken the Strength of Man, andfelf, 
deprive the Body of his Beauty; it furrowetlelf a 
the Brows, and maketh the Eyes dim, and ny t 
Whoriſh Woman cauſeth the Fever and thqonat 
Gout. And at a Word, they are a great ſhort An 
ning to Man's Life: For although they ſeem tdarjor 
be ſo dainty as Sweet- meat, yet in Tryal, thefwom 
are not ſo wholſome as ſowre Sawce; theſſowar 
have Wit, but it is all in Ctaft; if theheir | 
love, it is vehemently ; but if they hate, it i} Th. 
deadly. . 
Upon this very Account of her Alteratioſaych 
in this manner the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, by thfed hi; 
Mouth of the Wiſe-man, that the wu of Rape, 
5 Oma 
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wieth Woman is beyond compariſon , for ſhe is ſiſch _ i 
hore- Ia Furnace and violent Fire, that all the Water 
They in the World cannot quench, eſpecially when 
d, in this WMth proceeds from ſome Hate and Ran- 
ſtone, ſcour which ſhe hath conceived againſt any Per- 
edomBſon, for then ſhe lets flye all the Arrows of her 
| that Revenge, when like the Devil ſhe ſets 
ſaith, Ball her Wits at Work, particularly againſt 
take ahim that would not comply with her Luſt and 
ath «Mdeſire and the Satisfaction of her Pleaſure. 
1otherEFor Inſtance, Maryzee, ſeing that Filander her 
ſteal usband returned not ſo ſoon from his Voyage 
s ſhe wiſhed, and therefore imagining that out 
f diſdain he refuſed to viſit her, changed that 
great Affection ſhe had formerly for him into a 
greater hatred, and not being able to allay her 
ury, in Vengeance, ſhe vented it upon three 
hildren which ſhe had by him, giving them 
Poyſon in a Potion, and took the like alſo her 
elf, chuſing and delighting rather to dye her 
elf and ſee her Children do ſo, then to give 
ny the leaſt contentment to him who ſo paſ- 
1onately loved her. | "IA | 
mort⸗ Antonius Muret in his firſt Book, Cap. 12. of 
eem Ugrious Leſſons, propoſeth examples of certain 
I, the women, who ſhewed themſelves implacable 
; theſſowards thoſe who would not condeſcend to 
if theFheir filthy Pleaſures. _- 
e, it H The firſt of them was the Wife of Poriphar, nl 

Tho having not the Power to corrupt and de- 
eratioauch Jyſeph by her alluring perſuaſions, accu- 

by tMfFed him to her Husband, for an attempt of a 
th of Rape, and although this were an impoſture, AM 
Womal 6 "ON and 8 
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and an effect of the rage of Love, yet was he 
impriſoned with Gyves and Manacles on his ſhe 
Feet and Hands, through the croduliey 3 ſhe had 
begot in her Husband. | 
The ſecond was Phedra, who Ai ſhe 
could not enjoy the Love of Hippolitus her Son 
in Law, accuſed him to her Husband to have 
attempted. her Honour, and effected ſo much 
by her Counterfeiting diſſembling Tricks, that 
Hippolitus was torn and drawn in pieces by wild 4 
Horſes. = 
The third was Antia, Wife to King Pretus = 
whoſe intreaties not prevailing with Bellero Pi 
phon to lie with her, fhe addreſs'd her ſelf to <7! 
the King with a falſe Charge, that he would 
have polluted his Conjugal and Royal Bed, and 
thereupon demanded his Lite; which was taken 
away afterwards by the tratagem of a Letter A. 
that 1s ſince grown into a proverb. 
The fourth was Ph:1:nome, who being de- 
nied her Pleaſure by Tenis the Son of Cygnus, 3 
accuſed him to his Father have ſollicited her to \© 
Uncleanneſs; which the Father too vainly be- 
lieving, commanded him to be encloſed in 2 
Cheſt, and thrown into the Sea. leah] 
The fifth was Hippolite, Wife of Acaſtus of Er 
the King of Maeneſia, who not gaining theft, 
Affection of Peleus to her wanton ſervices, im. 
peached him to her Husband, that he would 
have violated and corrupted that Fidelity ſhe 5 
ought him, and ſo cauſed his Life to be taken "9 


away. 
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Pelops, who riding abroad made him believe 
ſhe was extreme thirſty, which cauſed her Hus- 
band to alight out of his Chariot, with M- 
tillus the Driver. Pelups was no ſooner walked 


off, but ſhe ſollicits her Charioter to lie with 


her, which he loyally refuſed; and no ſooner 
returned, but ſhe acquaints him, that Myrtil- 
lus would have forced her; which he alſo be- 
lieving, threw the {aid Wretch into the Sea 
there adjoyning. £4 _ 
The ſeventh was the beautiful Mother of 
Timaſian the Egyptian, who failing of her de- 
ſign upon the Chaſtity of her Son in Law, 
challeng'd him to his Father, not of the intent 
of Adultery with her, but of Buggery, a grea- 
ter Wickedneſs ; which ſo incenſed the Father, 
that he forced him ſtreightwith into baniſh- 
ment. mw 
The eighth was Fauſta the Daughter of Maxi- 
minus, Wite of Conſtantine the Great, who was 


ſo in Love with Criſpus her Son in Law, which 


he had by one of his Concubines, that ſhe en- 
deavoured by all means to entice him to her 
Bed ; but finding him not to be debauched, ſhe 
changed this ardent Love into an irreconci- 
leable hatred, and accuſed him to the Emperor 
of Endeavouring the diſhonouring of her. Upon 


| which Information the Emperor cauſed him to 
be {lain ; though afterwards underſtanding the 


Falſeneſs of his Wife, and the truth of the 
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and impudicity, out of an inſupportable rage, ] the 
and unſatisfiable anger and hatred. Br. 
Plato faith, that Women are either Angels / 
or Devils, and that they either love dearly, or C 
hate bitterly ; for a Woman hath no mean in] wer 
her Love, nor mercy in her Hate; no pity in tut. 
Revenge, nor patience in her Anger: therefore Wat 
t is ſaid, that there is nothing in the World, 
which both pleaſeth and diſpleaſeth a Man, Men 
more than a Woman; for a Woman moſt de. av 
lighteth a Man, and yet moſt deceiveth him: Nig 
For as there is nothing more ſweet unto atinu 
Man, than a Woman when ſhe ſmileth ; ever 
ſo, there is nothing more odious than the fierce 
and angry Countenance of a Woman. 
Further, many weary themſelves, with dab fer 
lying, playing, and ſporting with Womenſtwen 
and yet they are never ſatisfied with the unſa I. 
tiable deſire of them: If with a Song thougoVec 
wouldſt be brought aſleep, or with a Dance befhe 


led to delight, then a fair Woman is fit for thiſthat 
Diet; if thy head be in her Lap, ſhe will makeput v 


thee believe that thou hard by the Door ond 5 
Bliſs, when indeed thou art juſt by the Gated 
of Hell. = d th: 

Theodora, a Monſtrous Strumpet, made heil Th 
Brags to Socrates, of the great haunt of luſtyf mor 
Gallapts which came to her Houſe ; and fur-pourt 
thermore, told him, that ſhe could get awaypoves 
more of his Scholars from him, than he couldPtant: 
of hers from her. No marvel ( quoth So r-Yalls 
res) for thy ways ſeem pleaſant and eaſie, andoodl) 
that is the way Youth loves to walk in; burie Pc 
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rage] the way that leads to a Vertuous Life, full of 
e | N | " 
ngels} Helſſalina, the Wife of the Emperor Claudius 
y, or Ceſar, who boaſting of her Intemperance, 
an ind went into the publick Stewes, and there proſti- 
ty inf tuted her Body to all Goers and Comers, 
reforel waging with the moſt impudent and falacious 
Torid, Harlot in Rome, that ſhe would endure more 


Man, Men, then ſhe could, and won the Wager, 
ft de-fſbaving lain with 25 ſeveral Ruffians in one 
him Night, and that with ſo much vigour and con- 
unto a inuance of Luſt, that as Juvens! ſaith, --- Et 


aſſata viris nondum ſatiata receſſit ; ſhe departed. 
a the Morning, wearied, not ſatisfied ; and 
he other who loſt this execrable Wager, for 
er part had been polluted with three and 
wenty. * —̃ 
unſal The fair and beautiful Hines, fo much be- 
g thou oved by Charles VII. King of France, who valued 
nce bee Injoyment of her Body at ſo high a Rate, 
for thyÞhat ſhe not only inrich'd her poor Parents, 
1 makeÞut was ſtill ſo furniſhed and ſtored with Gold 
oor ond Silver, that ſhe could leave by her laſt Will 
e Gated Teſtament threeſcore thouſand Crowns, 
d that place were ſhe was buried. © 
ide heil The Learned Atheneus reports another Story 
f luſty more prodigious then this) of Fhrywe the 
ad fur-Pourteſan, who had got ſo much Wealth in 
t awayloves Combats, that ſhe offered to the Inha- 
e coulgitants of Thebes, Money enough to rebuild the 
\ 8% alls of their City, beautified with an hundred 
ie, andjoodly Gates, provided they would place in 
2 but he Portals this Inſcription , Alexander evertit, 
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Phryne amica erexit; Alexander demolifht them, 
and Phryne the Convreſas hath reared them. Plu- 


rarch ſpeaking of the ſame Woman ſaith, that 
ſhe was ſo confidently ſhameleſs, as to offer at 


58 


the Temple of Apollo the Statue of Venus all of 
pure Gold, whereon theſe Words were En- 
graven, Ex Græcorum intemperantia, intimating 
That ſhe had acquired the price of the ſaid Sta- 
tue by the Luſts and intemperance of the Gre 
cians. 

King Demetrius giving but one Glance of hi 
Eyes ſuddenly upon Lamia, he was taken pre- 
ſently with her Net, and ſpent eleven Talent: 
of Silver upon her, which he had provided and 
appointed to pay his Souldiers; ; and further. 
more, he quite forſook his own Wife, and 
never left the Company of this Strumpet, until 
Death took her from him; and after ſhe was 
dead, he lamented her Death ; kiſſed and em- 
braced her, and cauſed her to be buried unde 
his Window, and as often as he ſaw her Grave, 
he might bewail her End. 

Hora the Daughter of a King took to it be 
times, and followed it ſo cloſe, that it ſent beet 
out of the World at the 4oth Year of her Age 
King Mienelaus being the firſt that made Love 
to her, as he was marching to the Wars of 
Carthage, he ſpent more Money upon her tha 
in Conquering his Enemies: But, tho' ſhi 
came from a Royal Race, and turn'd Proſti 
tute, yet wou d ſhe never admit any to enj9! 
. het , but what were in ſome Degree Noble 01 
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Words: King, Prince; Emperor, or Biſhop, enter 
this Place and Melcome. 
ſo greedy of Gold, as the other two were; for 


on a time one of her familiar Friends asked her = 
the cauſe why ſhe did not make Price of her ü 
ſhe made this Anſwer, I commit my 


Love ; 
Body to none but Princes and Noblemen, and 


[ ſwear there was never Man gave me fo little, 


but I had more than I would have asked, or 


that I looked for: and furthermore, ſhe ſaid. 
That a Noble Woman ought not to make Price 
of her Love ; 
except Love, and that a Woman of great 
Beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of, as ſhe 
eſteems of her ſelf. She died at the Age of 
forty Years, and the Wealth ſhe left behind 
her in Rome, was valued to be ſo much, as 


City. 


Muficianiſt, who captivated the very Body and 
Soul of King Pyrrhus in Greece, till he became a 
Drudge to her impetuous Luſt; nor was ſhe 
there with contented, but ſerv d to ſatiate the 
Exceſſive Heſires of others in a Flood of De- 
hauchery; always ſetting her own Price which 
was firſt laid down before her ſelf: 
ſhe follow'd this Courſe of Life enriching her- 
ſelf with the Spoils of others: 


being provok'd by Luſt to Court that Corinthian 


e Lais, She Aid to him, Sir! noleſs 


2 | than 


% C 


Neither was this Flora 


Lais, that charming Singer, and Rail 4 
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all things are at a certain rate, 


would have built new Walls round about the = 


* - 
— * 2 _ — —_ — 
» mn CO AS REI __ < — 8 — — 
* 5 4 * 


And thus 5 


But, alas! the 9 
folly of Men in this extremily of Paſſion ! 7 
makes me very well ſay with Demesſthenes, who Wi 
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than, 4 Thouſand Attick Drachms , ſpall per- 


ade me to beſtom on you the Favour of enjoying the 


Tramſnurts and Pleaſures of my Body; He imme- 
diately anſwer'd mildly, Madam, I thank you, 
In. not buy Repentance at fo dear a Rate. 

Was not that Noble City of Troy ſacked and 
ſpoiled for the fair Helena ? And when it had 
coſt many Mens lives, and much Blood was 


ſhed, and when they had got the . Conqueſt 


they got but an Harlot. By this and that 
which followeth, thou ſhalt ſee the Power of 
Woman, how it hath been ſo great, and more 
prevailed in the Bewitching Mens Wits, and in 
overcoming their Senſes, than all other things 
whatſocver. It hath not only vanquiſhed King: 
and Cæſars, but it hath alſo ſurprized Caſtles 
aud Countries; nay, What is it that a Wo- 
man cgunot do, which knows her Power? 
Therefore ſtay not alone in the Company of 
a Woman, truſting to thy own Chaſtity, except 
thou be more ſtrong than Samſon, more wiſe 
than Solomon, or more Holy than David; for 
theſe and mæny more have been overcome by 
the ſweet Enticements of Women, as thou ſhalt 
read hereafter. 3 
A- ſtippus deſired ſweet Meat for his Belly, 
and a fair Woman for his Bed. _ 
But in my mind, he that lays his Net to catch 
a fair Woman, he may chance to fall into the 
Sprindge which was laid for a Woodcock: 
Theretore 1 do admoniſh young Men, and ad- 
viſe old Men, and I counſel ſimple Men, and! 
warn all Men, that they flie a wicked Woman, 
5 a8 
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great Strength and Conqueſt of Giants and 


Jhad given her ſelf to a many in her Youth, yet 


. - 


Female Policy Adee OT: 


as from the Peſtilence, or elſe ſhe will make thee 
flie in the end. 

Ariſtotle, for Keeping Company with a 
Quean in Athens, was fain to run away, to ſave 
himſelf from Puniſhment, and yet he had dwelt WM 
there, and wrote many Books for the ſpace of MM 
thirty Years. 2 

Again, Sampſon and Hercules, 85 all their 


Monſters, yet the one yieldeth his Club at 
Dejanera's Foot, and the other revealed his 

Strength to Dalilah, and paid his Life for his 

Foll 
lar, for all his great Philoſophy and Know- 
ledge, kept Company with Archenaſſe when ſhe 
was old, and forſaken of her Lovers : For ſhe 


nevertheleſs Plato ſo loved her, that he wrote 
many Verſes in Commendation of her. 

Alſo Secrates for his Gravity asd Wiſdom is 
Renowed throughout all the World, ye: he 
moſt dearly loved Alphaſie, an old and over- 
worn Strumpet. Love ſtayed King Antioch 
in Calcidia a whole Winter, for one Maid that 
he Fancied there, to his great hindrance. And 
King Hannibal in Capua a long Seaſon, laying {| 
all other his neceſſary Affairs aſide, the which 
was no ſmall hindrance to him, for in the mean 
while his Enemies invaded a great part of his 
Country. Likewiſe Je Ce/ar, he continued 
in Alexandria, a long Seaſon, not for the Love 
of one, but he Luſtred after many, to his great 
latamy and Diſgrace. The great Cap tain H- 
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o fernes, Whoſe ſight made many Thouſands 1 to 
quake, yet he loſt his Life, and was ſlain by a 
Woman, Was not Herod's Love ſo great tO a 
Woman that he cauſed John Baptist to loſe his 
Head for her ſake ? Wherefore to avoid the 
ſight, many times is the beſt Razor to cut off 
the occaſion of the evil which comerh by Wo- 
men; for bad not Holofernes ſeen the Beauty of 
Fudith, and marked the Fineneſs of her Foot, 
he had not loſt his Head by her. If Herod had 
not ſeen Herodias Daughter dance, he had not 
ſo raſhly granted her Saint John Baptiſt's Head. 
Had not Eve ſeen the Apple, and ſo was 
Tempted with the Beauty of the Serpent, who 
as our School-Men do write, that he ſhewed 
himſelf like a Fair young Man ; but had not ſhe 
ſeen it, I ſay, ſhe had not eaten thereof, to her 
own Grief and many more. By ſight the Wife 
of Potiphar was moved to luſt after her Servant 
Joſeth. It is ſaid of Semiramis of Babylon, that 
after her Husband's Death, ſhe waxed ſo un- 
ſatlable ih carnal Luſt, that two Men at one 
time could not ſatisfie her Deſire, and ſo by 
her Unſatiableneſs, at length all Perf 1a grew 
full of Whores. 

And of one Fair Nhodophe in Egypt, who was 
the firſt noted Woman in that Country, but 
at length all the whole Country became full of 
Strumpets. 

It is not ſtrange, that the Seed of one Man 
ſhould breed ſuch Woes unto all Men? Woes 
which are perpetually tormenting themDay and 

Night. That will perſuade Man out of his 
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Reaſon, and then exhauſt his Strength and 
Treaſore. But, alas! Such is the State of 


Married Men, eſpecially thoſe who have Yok'd 


themſelves to Widows, that double Plague of 


a Man's Life; 
not Content wich due Benevolence, but hates 


all Opportunities to ſteal away the Marrow of 


a Man's Bones, and ſhorten his Days, what 


ſhall 1 ſay to her, or againſt her? Or, what 
for, or againſt him ? I will cry aloud, and pro- 
nounce Woes to that miſerable Wretch, that 
is married to a Widow] fora Widow will be 
the cauſe of a Thouſand Woes; yet there are 
many that do wiſh themſelves no worſe matched 
than to a rich Widow ; but thou muſt not 
know what Griefs thou joineſt with thy Gains; 
for if ſhe be rich, ſhe will look to Govern ; and 
if ſhe be poor, then thou art plagued both with 
Beggary and Bondage : Again, thy Pains will 
be double in regard of him which Marrieth 
with a Maid; for thou muſt unlearn thy Wi- 


dow, and make her forget her former corrupt... | 1 
and diſordered Behaviour, the which if thou 


take upon thee to do, thou hadſt even as good 
undertake to waſh a Black-Moor white; for 
commonly Widows are ſo froward, fo waiplſh, 
and ſo ſtubborn, that chou canſt not wreſt 


them from their Wills; 


make her good by stripes, thou muſt beat her 
to Death. One having Married with a froward 
Widow ſhe called him theſe, and many - other 
unhappy Names ;; ſo he took her, and cut her 
Tongue out of her Head: but ſhe ever after- 

E 


wards 


that ſubtle Thief; which is 


and it thou think .O 
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wards would make the Sign of the Gallow: 
with her Fingers to him. 

It 1s ſeldom or never ſeen, that a Man mar. I 
rieth with a Widow for her Beauty, nor for 
her Perſonage, but only for her Wealth, and x, 
Riches ; and if ſhe be rich and beuutiful withal Wi 
then thou matcheth thy ſelf to a She- Devil: 
For ſhe will go like a Peacock , and thou like; 
Woodcock ; for ſhe will hide her Money to 7k 
maintain her Pride, and if thou art at any timeſſ ©® 
deſirous to be merry in her Company ſhe wil 
fay thou art merry becauſe thou haſt gotten Mit 

Wife that is able to maintain thee, where beg 1 
fore thou waſt a Beggar, and hadſt nothing 
and if thou ſhew thy ſelf ſad, -ſhe will ſay, Thou 
art ſad becauſe thou canſt not bury her, thereby 
to enjoy that which ſhe hath : If thou make 
Proviſion to fare well in thy Houſe, ſhe wil 
7 thee ſpend that which thou broughteſt thy; 
e : 

If thou ſhew thy ſelf ſparing, ſhe will fay, 

Thou ſhalc not pinch her of that which is her 

own; and if thou do any thing contrary to he 
mind, ſhe will ſay, Her other Husband was 
more kind : If thou chance to Dine from home 
ie will bid thee Go Sup with thy Harlot 
abroad: if thon go abroad and ſpend any thing] 
before thou comeſt home, ſhe will ſay, A Beg 

gar found thee, and 4 Beogar thou meaneſt 1 7 

eve me If thou ſtay always at home, ſhe wil 
gay, Thou art happy, thou haſt gotten a Wite 
that is able to maintain thee idle: If thou carve No! 
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take it, yet ſhe will take it ſcornfully, and ſay, 
ſhe had a Husband that would let her cut ⁵ä 
where ſhe liked ſelf. | i 

And if thou come in well diſpoſed, thinking ; 
to be merry, and intreating her with fair 
Words, ſhe will call thee diſſembling Hypo- ü 
crite, ſaying, Thou ſpeakef me fair with thy Tongue, A 
bur thy Heart is on thy Minions abroad. No, © i 
theſe are the frantick Tricks of froward Wi- 
dows, they are neither well, full nor faſting 
they will neither go to Church, nor ſtay at 
home, I mean in regard of their impatient Mi 
Minds: ) For a Man ſhall never be at quiet in 
her fight, nor out of her ſight : for if thou be 0 
in her fight, ſhe will vex thee as betore ſaid; 
and out of her fight, thy own Conſcience will 
torment and trouble thy mind, to think on the 
Purgatory which perforce thou muſt endure 
when thou comeſt home. = 

She will make Clubs Trump, when thou haſt 


cruel Tongue ſhe will ring thee ſuch a Peal, 
that one would think the Devil were come 
from Hell: Beſides this, thou ſhalt have a 
brended Slut, like a Hell-hag, with a Pair of 
Paps; like a Pair of Dung-Pors, ſhall bring in 
thy Dinner, for thy Widow will not truſt thee 
with a Wench that is bandiome in thy Houſe 


now if that upon juſt occaſion thou throwelt Ml 


the Platters at thy Maids Head, ſeing the Meat f 


i brought in by ſuch a Slut , and fo fluttiay 


dreſt; then will thy Widow take Pepper in the 
Noſe, and ſtamp, and ſtare, and look ſo ſowre, 
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Crabs, ſaying, If thou had not Married with 
me, thou wouldeſt have been glad of the worſt Mor- 
fel that is here Then thou again replyeſt, re- 
ſaying, If I had not been ſo mad, the Devil him- 
ſelf would not have had thee, and then without 
cauſe thou blameſt her of old Age, and of Jea- 
louſie, and of hiding her Money, and for con- 
veying away her Goods, which thou haſt bought 
with the diſpleaſure of thy Friends, and dif. 
credit to thy ſelf, in regard of her Years : then 
again, ſhe on the other {ide runneth about to 
her Neighbours, and there ſhe thundereth out 
a Thouſand 1njuries that thou doſt her, ſaying, 
My Corn he ſendeth to the Market, and my Cattel 
do the Fair, and look what he openly findeth, he 

taleth by force, and what I hide ſecretly he privily 
ſtealeth it away, and playeth away all my Money at 
Dice; loe thus he conſumeth my Subſtance, and yet 
| hateth my Perſon; 19 longer than 1 feed him with 
Money can I enjoy his Company ;, now. he hath that 
be ought for; giveth me nothing elſe but froward 
=_ Anſwers, and foul Uſage, and yet God knows, of 
dire Love I Married him with nothing, but nom his 
/ Husbandry is like to bring to ruine both me and 
vy Children: But now all. this while ſhe doth 
= not forget to tell her own good Huſwifery, 
ſaying, I ſit working all Day at my Needle, or at 
my Diſtaff, and he like an Unthrift, and a Whore- 
_ og, runneth at Random, Thus they are 
= always ſtretching Debate upon the Rack of 
| Vengeance. 5 Toy 
So, hereisa Life, but it is asweariſo me as 
3 5 Hell: 
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For if they Kiſs in the Morning, being 
friends, yet &er Noon they are ready to throw 
the Houſe out at Window. The Papiſts af- 
firm, That Heaven is won by Purgatory ;, but in 


my Mind a Man ſhall never come into a worſe 
Purgatory, than to be marched with a froward 


Widow. He that matcheth himſelf to a Wi- 


dow and three Children, matcheth himſelf to 
four Thieves. One having Married with a 
Widow, it was his Luck to bury her, but not 
before he was fore vexed with her ; for after- 
wards he lying on his Death-Bed, his Friends 
exhorted him to pray unto God chat his Soul 
might reſt in Heaven; and he asked them this 
Queſtion, Whither ( ſaith he) do you think my 
Wite is gone? And they ſaid unto him, No 
doubt, but that your Wife is Tone to Heaven before 
you He replyed, I care vt whither I go, fo Igo 
not where my Wife is, for [ear I meet with her, and 
be vexed with her as I hav: been heretofore. - 

Another having Married with a Widow, 
being one Day at a Sermon, heard the Preacher 
ſay, Mhoſoe ver will be [; wed let him take up his 
Croſs and follow me: 
Sermon was ended, took his Wife upon his 
Back, and came to the Preacher, and ſaid, Here 
is my Croſs, I am ready 10 follow thee whithey thor 
wit. 

Another having Married with a Widow, 
which ſhewed her ſelf like a Saint abroad, but 
a Devil at home; a Friend of her Husband's 
told him, that he had gotten him a good, ſtill, 
and quiet Wife ; Tea marry, quoth the Married 

Man, 
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Man, you ſee my Shooe is fair and nem, but yet 5 it is 


tow not where it pine eth me. 


nevel 


Another merry Companion having Marriedpiſe. 


with a Widow, and carried her over Sea inte 


France, there ſuddenly arole a great Storm, in 
ſomuch, that they were all in Danger of Drown 
ing; the Maſter of the Ship called unto thi 
Mariners, and bid them take and throw over 
Board all the heavieſt Goods in the Ship; this 
Married Man hearing him ſay ſo, he took his 
Widow, and threw her over Board; and bein 
asked the reaſon why he did fo ; he faid, Tha 
he never felt any thing in all his Life that was þ 
heavy to him as ſhe had been. "0 Ns 
Another having Married with a Widow, and 
within a while after they were Married, ſhe 
went out into the Garden, and there finding 
her Husbands Shirt hang cloſe on the Hedge 
by her Maids Smock, ſhe went preſently and 
hang'd her ſelf, upon a Jealous Conceit that 
ſhe took : And a merry Fellow asked the cauſe 
why ſhe hang'd her ſelf, and being told that it 
was Jealouſie, 7 would, ſaid De, that all Tree 
did bear ſuch Fruit, | | 
Thou may'ſt think that I have ſpoken enough 


concerning Widows; but the further I run 


after them, the further I am from them ; for 
they are the ſum of the Seven deadly Sins, 
the Friends of Satan, and the Gates of Hell. 
Now methinks I hear ſome ſay unto me, that 
T ſhould have told them this Leſſon ſooner ; for 
too late cometh Medicine when a Patient is 
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Jet gaſit is paſt remedy; but it is better late than 


never, for it may be a Warning to make others 
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wildly : 


But why do [ make ſo long Harveſt of ſo lit- 
tle Corn ? Seeing the Corn is bad, my Harveſt 
ſhall ceaſe ; for ſo long as Women do ill, they 
muſt not think to be well ſpoken of : [f you 
would be well reported of, or kept like the 
Roſe when it hath loſt the Colour, then you 
hould ſmell ſweet in the Bud, as the Roſe 
doch; or if you would be caſted for old Wine, 

you ſhall be ſweet at che firſt, like the pleaſant 
Grape: then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your 
Courteſie, and comforted for your Honeſty, ſo 
ſhould you be preſerved like the ſweet Roſe, 
ana eſteemed of as pleaſant Wine. Bur to 
what purpoſe do I go about to inſtruct you? 


knowing that ſuch as Counſel the Devil, can 


never amend him of his evil. For Women are 
grown Proud, Impudent, Obſcene and Scan- 
dalous both in Lives and Converſations. They 
deck themſelves richly, and fine to the Eye, 
tis true, but take away their painted Cloaths, 
and then they look like ragged Walls ; take 
away their Ruffs, and then they look ruggedly, 
their Coifs and Stomachers, and they are ſim- 
ple to behold; the Hair untruft, they look 
And yet there are many which lay 


their Nets to catch a pretty Woman: But he 


which. getteth ſuch a Prize, gains nothing by 


his Adventure, but ſhame to the Body, and 
Danger to the Soul; for the Heat of the young 


Blood of theſe Wantons, leads many unto De- 
row 


and Uncleanneſs continually keep them Com— 
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ſtruction, for this World's Pleaſure: It in 
chants your Minds, and enfeebleth your Bodicg 
with Diſeaſes; it alſo ſcandalizeth your goo 
Names : But moſt of all, ic endangereth your 
Souls. How can it otherwiſe chuſe, when Luft 


Grief, and Repentance : But then, oh! then, 


pany, Gluttony and Sloth ſerveth them at the 
Table, Pride and Vain- glory Apparelleth 
them? But theſe Servants will wax weary 0 
their Service, and in the end they have no other 
Servants to attend them, but only Shame, 


you will ſay, when it is too late; 'Oh, would 
to God that we had been careful of True Glo- 
rious Modeſty, and leſs cunning to keep Wan 
tons Company : Oh therefore remember, and 
think beforehand, that every Sweet hath it; 


Sowre: then Buy not with a Drop of Honey 4 
_ Gallon of Gall. Do not think that this World's 
Pleaſure will paſs away with a trifle ; 


and that 
no ſooner done, but preſently Forgotten : : No, 
no, anſwer your ſelves, that the Puniſhment 
remaineth eternaliy; and therefore better it 
were to be an addle Egg, than an ill Bird: For 
we are not born to live at Pleaſure, but to take 
Pains, and to Labour for the good of our 
Country; ; yet ſo Deceitful is the preſent Sweet- 
neſs, that we never remember the following 
Sowre. For Youth is too too calily won and 
overcome with the World's Vanities : Oh too 


ſoon (I fay) is Youth in the Bloſſoms devoured 


with the Catterpillers of foul Luſt and Laſci- 
vious Deſires. 


The black Fiend of Hell, by 
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his inticing ſweet Sin of Luſt, draws many young 
Wits to Confuſion : For in time it draws out 
the Heart Blood of your good Names, and 
that being once loſt, is never gotten again. 

Again, Luſt cauſeth you to do ſuch foul 
Deeds, which makes your Foreheads for ever 
afterwards ſeem Spotted and Black with Shame 
and everlaſting Infamy, by which means your 
Graves after Death are cloſed up with Time's. 
Scandal. And yet Women are ealily Wooed, 
and ſoon Won, got with an Apple, and loſt 
with a Paring. Young Wits are ſoon corrup- 
ted, Womens bright Beautics breed curious 
thoughts : and Golden Gifts eaſily overcome 
wanton Delires, with changing Modeſty into 
Paſtimes of Vanity, and being once delighted 
therein, continue in the ſame without Repen- 
tance, yoa are only the Peoples Wonder, and 
Misfortunes Bandying-Ball, toſt up and down 
the World with woe upon woe; yea, Ten 
Thouſand woes will be galloping hard at your 
Heels, and purſue you whereſoever you go: 
for thoſe of ill report cannot long ſtay in one 
Place, but rove and wander about the World, 
and yet ever unfortunate, proſpering in no- 
thing, forſaken and caſt out of all civil Compa- 
nies, ſtill in fear, leſt Authority with the 
Sword of Juſtice bar them of Liberty. Lo, 
thus your Lives are deſpiſed, walking like 
Night-Owls in Miſery, and no comfort ſhall be 
your Friend, but only Repentance coming too 


late, and over-dear bought. A Pennance and 
Puniſhment 
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Puniſhment due to all ſach hated Creatures about n 
thoſe are. pendi 
Therefore believe, all you unmarried  WanÞult. 
tons, and in believing Grieve, that you havq hoc 
thus unluckily made your ſelves neither Maids, e De 
Widows or Wives, but more vile than Dirnds 
and Filth, fit to be ſwept into the Kennels. OI For 
then ſuffer not this Worlds Pleaſure to take} thou 
from you the good Thoughts of an honeſt Life not 
But down, down upon your Knees, you earth) 
Serpents, and waſh away your black Sin, with 
the Cryſtal Tears of true Sorrow and RepenF 
tance ; ſo that when you wander from this in 
ticing World, you may be waſhed and cleanſe 
from this foul Leproſie of Nature. | 
Lo, thus in remorſe of mind, my Tongut 
= hath uttered to the Wantons of the World, th 
=_ abundance of my Heart's-Grief, which I hav 
1 perceived by the unſeemly Behaviour of uns 
conſtant, both Men and Women; yet Men fo 1113 
the moſt part are touched with one Fault es t 
which is Drinking too much; but its ſaid 0 ed )) 
Women, that they have two Faults , that 
is, they can neither ſay well, not yet dot lor 
well. | | ay, CL 
=_ For commmonly Women are the moſt part [thy I 
of the Forcnoon painting themſelves, and Friz ee © 
ülrng their Hairs, and prying in their Glaſs like ſuch 
= Apes, to Prank up themſelves in their Gaudies, ke a \ 
like Puppets; or like the Spider, which Wea- e W. 
ves a fine Web to bang a Fly: Amongſt Men hread 
dee is accounted a Slut, which goeth not in he ne 7 W 
_ 5s; therefore if thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady, 
1 | 8  _ tho 
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Ires a lhou muſt like and love, ſuc and ſerve; and in 
dend ing thou muſt lay on a Load; for they. 

Wan huſt have maintenance, howſoever thon get it, 
1 havey hook or by crook, out of Judas's Bags, or 
laids e Devil's Budget; thou muſt ſpare neither 

Din ands nor Living, Money nor Gold. 

s. Off For Women will count thee a Pinch-Penny, 
take thou be not Prodigal; and Daſtard, if thou 
Lifedde not Ventrous : for they count none : Valiant, 
arthifcept. they be Deſperate ; if Silent, a Sot; if 
with! of Words, a Fool; judging all to be Clowns, 

.epet hich be not Courtiers. If thou be cleanly in 
is jnWpparel, they will term thee Proud; if mean 
anſel Apparel, a Sloven; if Tall, a Lungees if 
ort, a Dwarf, for they have ripe Wits and 
ady Tongues and if they get an Inch they 
M1 claim an Ell; ſhe will co!l thee about the 
leck with one Hand, but the other ſhall be 
ing into thy Pocket, and if thou take her in 
at manner, then it was but in jeſt; but many 
mes they take it in jeſt, and ( if they be not 
ved ) keep it in earneſt : But if thy Pockets 
ow empty, and thy Revenues will not hold 
t longer, to mantain her Pomp, and Bra- 
fy, then ſhe preſently leaves to make much 
part thy Perſon, and will not ſtick to ſay unto 
Fri ee, that ſhe- could have beſtowed her Love 
 likeſſa ſuch a one, as would have maintained her 
dies, ke a Woman; ſo by this means they weave 
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Vea-ſie Web of their own Wane, and ſpin the = 
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1 herÞi&y will lack at the laſt, for they will cut it 
ady, . | | | one 
cha. 3 3 


"1 Female Policy deveftea. 
out of the whole Cloath, fo long as the pic 
w ill hold out. 

Is not the Bee hived for his ces 
Sheep ſheared for his Fleece, the Ox-Net 
wrought for his Maſter's Profit, the Fo 
plucked for Feathers, the Tree grafted 
bring forth Fruit, and the Earth laboured 
dring forth Corn ? But what Labour or Ce 
chou beſtoweſt on a Woman, is caſt away, f 
ſhe will yield thee no Profit at all: For wh 
thou haſt done all, and given them all that the 
can demand, yet thou ſhalt be as well Rewat 
ded as thoſe Men were whom e/E/op hire 
for three Half-pence a Day to recite his F 
bles. 

Theſe Things being wiſely 1 dered, the 
what a Fool art thou to Blind thy ſelf in the 
bold Behaviour, and bow at their Becks, al 
come at their Calls, and ſell Lands to mal 
them ſwim in their Silks, and ſet in their Je 
els, making Fl. a Gentlewoman, inſomuc 
that ſhe careth not a Penny for the Fineſt „ 
a Fig for the Proudeſt ; ſhe is as good as ti 
| beſt, although ſhe have no more Honeſty thi 
hardly to ſerve her own turn, ſuffering eve 
Man's Fingers as deep in the Diſh, as thine a 
in the Platter, and every Man to Angle whe 
thou caſteſt thy Hook, holding up co all th 
come, not much unlike a Barber s Chair, thi 
fo ſoon as one Knave is out, another is in; 
common Hackaey for every one that will rid 
2 Boat for every one to row in: Now it th 


Wealth do begin to fail, then ſhe biddeth tha 
farewe 
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| > Female Policy detected. 7 
wrewel, and gives thee the Adieu in the De- 
il's Name: If the matter be ſo plain, then 
onſider this, that the Houſe where ſuch a one 
keepeth her Reſidence, is more odious with 
lander, than Carrien doth infect the Air with 
inks; let them flatter how they will, there is 
> Love in them, but from the Teeth outward. 
AW blaze their Properties the plainer, and give 
hee the ſtronger Reaſons, becauſe I would 
ave thee loath the alluring Trains of ſuch de- 
eitful and laſcivious Women; although ſhe 
ake great Proteſtations of Love, and thereto 
dindeth her ſelf with moſt damnable Oaths, 
hen believe her leaſt of all, r there is no 
ore hold in her Oaths, nor in her Love, than 
s certainty of a fair Day in April, although it 
ook never ſo clear, yet it may turn to be foul. 
have ſeen a Courtezan thus pictured out. 
Firſt, A t young Man Blind, and in his 
Arms a Beautiful Woman, with one Hand in 
is Pocket, ſhewing her Theft, and a Knife i 
he other Hand to cut his Throat. * 
Nov Perad venture thou may'ſt ſay to that, 
hou doſt not know one Woman from another 
richout ſome Tryal, becauſe all Women are in 
hape alike ; for the ſowre Crab is like the 
weet Pippin. True it is, the Raven is a Bird, 
nd the Swan is but a Bird: Even ſo many Wo- 
en are in Shape Angels, but in Quality De- 
ils, Painted Coffins, with Rotten Bones. The 
/ſtridge carrieth fair Feathers, but rank Fleſh, 


he Herb Aon carrieth a Flower as White as 


Dae, but a Root as Black as Ink. 
| K Alchough 
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Although Women are Beautiful, ſhewing Act, 


Pity. vet their Hearts are Black, ſwelling with caſte 
Miſ-hief ; not much unlike unto old Trees ried 
who oatward Leaves are Fair and Green, andſ take 


yec. >: Body rotten : If thou havnt their Hou ten k 


ſes, chon wilt be enamoured ; and if thou d Fe 


but hearken to theſe Syrens, thou wilt be in. ever 
chanted, for they will allure thee with Amo. unpr 


Tous Glances of Luſt, and yet kill thee with{Bloſl 
bitter Looks of Hate; they have Dimples ii tell! 

their Cheeks to deceive thee, and wrinkles ii the C 
their Brows to betray thee: They have Eye faces 


to intice, Smiles to flatter, Embracements i delie: 


provoke, Bedens to recal, Lips to enchant the i! 


Kiſſes to enflame, Tears to excuſe:themſelves,ſ{o fot 

If their Sins had not made them only to be if the 
Plague to Man, we would never have calleſ Love 
them neceſſary Evils ; and what are they beiſdeſce 
ter? For what do they either get or gain, ſaygthen_ 


or keep? Nay, they do rather ſpend and conf] Ther 


ſume all that which a Man painfully getteth : / bis T 
Man mult be at all the coſt. and yet live by thi Sort 


n | ſhe is 


It is very eaſie for him which never experiſ one 1 


enced himfelf in that vain Pleaſure, or repeniſ anoth 


ing Pleaſure, chuſe you whether, I mean th Hall f 
accompanying of lewd Women, but ſuch as at teth f 
exerciſed and experimented in that kind q thy B 
Drudpery ; they, I ſay,vhave a continual deſirq the D 


and Temptation is ready at Hand: Thereforf Many 
take heed at the hrſt, ſuffer not thy felt to bp men 11 


led away into luſtful Folly ; for it is more eaſſ tul Ri 


for a young Man or Maid to forbear tliat Carnſ deſpit 
| * 
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wing] AQ, than it is for a Widow; and yet more 
with caſie for a Widow, than for her that is Mar- 


"rees ried, and hath her Husband wanting; then 


„ andſ take heed at the firſt, for there is nothing got- 
Hou ten by Women, but Repentance. 

mu do 
e in- ever Green, but without Fruit; or like the 
Amo-Junprofitable Thorn, which beareth as Trim a 
> wit Bloſſom as the Apple: This is nothing, but to 


les tell thee, that thou muſt not judge of Gold by 


les in the Colour, nor of Womens Qualities by their 


delicate Tongues, which will Raviſh and Tickle 
the itching Ears of Giddy-headed young Men, 


Love did tread : Who if ſhe frown, thea he 
deſcends preſently into Hell ; but if ſhe ſmile, 
then he is carried with Wings into Heaven: 
There is an old Saying, That when a Dog wags 
th: Abs Tail, he loves his Maſter. 
by th Some think that ifa Woman ſinile on them, 
ſhe is preſently over Head and Ears in Love: 
i one mult wear her Glove; another her Garter, 
another her Colours” of delight, and another 
ſhall ſpend and live on the Spoil which ſhe get- 


as arſteth from all the reſt : Thea if thou wilt give 


thy Body to the Chirurgeon, and thy Soul to 
the Devil, ſuch Women are fit for thy Diet. 


men in Condition: for ſome Horſes, an unskil- 
e eaſſ ful Rider can hardly order; and ſome again, in 
Carn deſpite ot the beſt Rider, that is, will have a 
Ae F 2 2 jadich 


For Women are like a Bay-Tree, which is 


races, nor by their Speeches, for they have 


Jſo fooliſh, that they think themſelves happy, 
if they can but kiſs the Daizy whereon their 


Many Creatures of every kind reſemble Wo- 
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8 
Jadiſh Trick: ſome Hawk, although ſhe be il 


ſerved, yet wi fit quiet; and ſome, 
ſo well ſer ved,yet will continually fly at Check, 
Again, ſome Hounds by no means will forſake 
their Undercaken Game : and ſome again, in 
deſpite of the Huntſmen, will continually run 
at Random; and ſome Men will ſteal, If their 
Hands were bound behind them, and ſome 
again, -will rather ſtarve than ſteal : even ſo 
ſome Women will not be won with ſeven Years 
loving, and ſome: again, will offend wich an 
Hours Liberty. 
Therefore if thou ſtudy a | Thouſand Years, 
thou ſhalt find a Woman nothing elſe but a 
Contrary unto Man ; Nay, if thou continue 
with her an Hundred Years, . thou ſhalt figd in 
her new Fancies, and contrary Sorts of Beha- 
viour ; therefore, if all the World were Paper, 
and all the Sea Ink, and all the Trees and 
Plants were Pens, and every Man in the World 
were a Writer, yet were they not able with 
all their Labour and Cunning, to ſet down all 
the crafty Deceits of Women. 
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Fg) tells us, That Ninus the Monarch 
of the Aljrians was ſo taken with the 
Beauty of a Maiden-Slave, named Semiramis, 
and was fo furiouſly enamoured on her, that he 
married her, and choſe her before all the La- 


dies of his Kingdom ; but in ſtead of cheriſhing, 
valuing, or cltceming the goodneſs and favour 
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be ill lof the King, ſhe no ſooner became Miſtreſs of 
never his Heart and Affections, but having obtained 


Beck. 
T ſake 
in, in 
y run 
their 
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ears, 
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by her Female Pevices his Authority, to com- 
mand throughout his Empire, and manage for 
one whole Day the Affairs of State: She no 
ſooner was veſted therewith , but ſhe inſtantly 
deprived him not only of his Royal Greatneſs, 
but alſo of his Life, with others of his familiar 
Friends, to the intent to reign more ſecurely, 
and exerciſe her cruel Tyranny. R 
The other of Medea is no leſs cruel, for ha- 
ving got from Jaſon all that a Woman outra- 
giouſly could ſnatch from a Man, ſhe contrived 
againſt his Proſperity, and againſt the quiet of 
his Family; and to act her part the better, ſhe 
learned the Magick Art, to be ſubſervient to 
her, in the ruine of her whom ſhe deemed to be 
her rival, and to diſpleaſe him whom ſo paſ- 
ſionately ſhe loved. Her cruelty was ſo great, 
that ſhe murthered her Brother as a pledge of 
her imp udicity. . | 1997 
Atalanta the Daughter of Scheneus, glorying 
and triumphing in her Beauty, (ſurpaſſing all 
of her Age and Sex) and Swittneſs in running, 
reſolved with the Conſent of her Father, never 
to marry any one but him who ſhould out-run 
her in the race: Giving this Anſwer to all her 
Suitors, I will not refuſe to be the Wife of the 


| Victor, and to be the Lawrel of his Victory, 


on Condition nevertheleſs, that the vanquiſhed 
die by my own Hand, to expiate their temerity 
which bloody Condition ſhe ſo ſtrictly obſer- 
ved, that Hippomene, Son of Megare and Grand- 

| 1 child 
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child of Neptune, a moſt beautiful young Man, 


Corrivals, Atalanta paſt by (whom yet he 
Aike the Sun in Beauay, he lift up his Hands to 
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of Atalanta, and being jealous that ſame other 
would preſent himſelf before him, reſolved im. 


Atalanta in the Interim not regarding but af 


and Love of Hippomene, who expoſed himſel 
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coming to the Courſe, and ſeing the Rivolets 
of Blood at the End of the Career, was excee. 
dingly aſtoniſh'd, ſaving within himſelf, is it 
poſſible that Men ſhould be ſo blind, to ſeek x 
Woman among ſo many Dangers ? But while 
he thus deplored the ſad Fate of his miſerable 


had not ſeen) whom when he ſaw glittering 


Heaven and cried out, being dazled with 6 
many Miracles, Pardon me, couragious Lovers, 
that I have accuſed you of folly excuſe my Indiſ 
cretion, which hath wrong fully condemned you be. 
fore I knew the Price of your Race, the Merits « 
that rich Recompence which animated your Hope. 
Hippomene being thus raviſhed with the Beaut) 


mediately to hazard his Life as the others, and 
to enter theLiſts, to gather the Fruits of Love 


franchiſing and ſetting at Random the Con: 
derations of the Beauty, Nobility, Courage, thor 


to Death for her ſake, ſaid with an inflexible 
Heart to mercy, Wherefore ſhould I care fo 
his Life, having made ſo many co die already I and - 
He muſt die fince he deſerves it, ſince he will 
deſtroy himſelf, the Death of my other Suitor 
not ſerving him for a Warning: But ſhall he 
die for having deſired to live with me? ſhal 
he reccive no other Reward of his Love that 
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n unjuſt Fate? Wherefore ( for the Aggra- 
ation of her Cruelty ) ſhall J have a Heart ſo 
haſely inhumane to deſire a Victory, which. 
„all charge me with the reproaches af his 
Blood ? But amidſt theſe ſuſpences of Aalanta, 
"Yen favouring Hippomenes, gave him three 
xeautiful Golden Apples, which, having got a 
little way before her, he let fall one after 
mother, and while he , ſurpriſed with the 
uſtre of chem, ſtoopt to take them up, he 
came firſt to the Goal, and married her. But 
this good Fortune was not laſting; for Ata- 
ata continuing her Pride, and being ſo noto- 
riouſly ambitious, drew upon her the fierce 
Anger of Cybele the Mother of the Gods, (whoſe 
Temple ſhe had prophaned by carnal Pollu- 
ion) who ſtrangely metamorphoſed them 
both, changing Hippomene into a Lion, and 
Aralanta into a Lioneſs, to live thereafter in 
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l _ Woods and Forreſts amongſt the Beaſts. 
oe 1 Vil recite no more Hiſtories, fearing to 


offend the Goodneis of wiſe and diſcret Wo- 
men, who cannot without horror hear ſo 
much diſcourſe of the Cruelty of tnoſe who 
diſhonour their Sex. It ſhall ſuffice to ſay, that 
there are Women ſo rigid in Authority, ſo 
exact in their Commandments, fo punctual 


ut af 
zonfi- 
rage, 
mſel 
Xible 


> folſ- = 
dy in their Ordinances, ſo jealous of their Power, 
will and ſo imperious in cheir Behaviour, „that as R 


Iis requiſite for a Woman to know how to com- 
mand wiſely ; ſo muſt ſhe be a Woman that 
h a} knows readily how to obey the Laws and Or- 
dat dinances of Women. I leave themſelves to be 
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their own Judges in this, and only add, That 
. theſe Naughty-packs have a Heart fo vain, a 
Mind ſo haughty, and a Port fo proud and ſta. 
tely, that we may very well Vindicate what is 

* Writ againſt them. = C > ap 
And therefore be not to haſty to Marry; for 
doubtleſs if thou marry in haſte, thou ſhalt 
repent by leiſure. For there are many Troubles 
which come galloping at the Heels of aWoman, 
which many young Men before-hand do not 
think of. The World is not all made of Oat- 
meal; nor is all Gold that gliſters; for 2 
ſmiling Countenance is no certain Teſtimonial 
of a merry Heart, nor as the way to Heaven is 
not ſtrewed with Ruſhes; ſono more is the 
Cradle of Eaſe in a Woman's Lap. If thou 
wert a Servant or in Bondage before, yet when 
thou Marrieſt, thy toil is never the nearer 
ended; but even then and not before, thou 
changeſt thy Golden Life which thou didſt lead 
before, in reſpect of the married, for a Drop 
of Honey, which quickly tufneth to be as bit- 
ter as Wormwood. And therefore, far better 
it were to have two Ploughs going, than one 
Cradle; and better a Barn filled, than a Bed; 
therefore, cut off the occaſion which may any 
way bring thee into Fools Paradiſe. Then 
firſt, and above all, ſhun Idleneſs; for Idleneſs 
is theBeginner and Maintainer of Love: There- 
fore, apply thy ſelf about ſome Affairs, or 
be occupied about ſome Buſineſs ; for ſo long 
as thy Mind or thy Body is in Labour, the 
Love of Women is not remembred, nor Luſt 
| ever 
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That] ever thought upon; but if thou ſpend thy 
lin, af time idly among Women, thou art like unto 
| ſta. | him which playech with the Bee, who may 
at is | ſooner feel of her ſting, than taſte of her Ho- 
I ney: He that toucherh Pitch, may be deſiled 
: for] therewith : Roſes unadviſedly gathered, prick 
ſhalt our Fingers; Bees ungently handled, ſting our 
ables Faces; and yet the one is pleaſant, and the 
man, | other is profitable. And if thou be in Com- 
not pany of Women, the Devil himſelf hath not 
Oat- more Illuſions to get Men into his Net, than 
Yr af Women have Devices and Inventions to allure 
>nialfl Men into their Love: and if thou ſuffer thy 
en is || {elf once to be led into Fools Paradiſe, ( that 
the is to ſay ) the Bed or Cloſet wherein a Woman 
thou is (then I ſay) thou art like a Bird ſnared in 
hen | a_Limebuſh, which the more ſhe ſtriveth, the 
arer faſter ſhe is. It is impoſſible to fall among 
-hou | Stones, and not be hurt; or amongſt Thorns, 
lead and not be prick d, or amongſt Nettles, and 
rop not be ſtung : A Man cannot carry Fire in his 
bir- Boſom, and not burn his Cloathing ; no more 
tter can a Man live in Love, but it is a life as wea- 
one riſome as Hell; and he that marrieth a Wife, 
ed; | mangheth himſelf unto many Troubles. If thou 
any | marrieſt a ſtill and quiet Woman, it will ſeem 
hen to thee, that thou rideſt but an ambling Horſe 
neſs | to Hell ; but if with one that is froward and 
ere- unquier, then thou wert as good ride a trot 
or | ting Horſ⸗ to the Devil. Herein I will not be 
ong | my own Carder, but I prefer you to the judg- 
the | ment of thoſe which have ſeen the Troubles, 
uſt and feb". the Torments; z for none are better 
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able to judge- of Womens Qualities, than thoſe 
which have them; none feels the hardneſs of 
the Fliat, but he that wears it. It is ſaid, That 
a Man ſhould cat a Buſhel of Salt with one 
which he means to make his Friend, before he 
put any great confidence or truſt in him: And 
if thou be ſo long in chuſing a Friend, in my 


with a Woman, before thou make her thy 
Wife; or otherwiſe, before thou haſt eaten 
one Buſhel with her, thou ſhalt taſte of ten 
Quarters of Sorrow ;, and for every Dram of 
Pleaſure, an Ounce of Pain; and for every 
Pint, of Honey, a Gallon of Gall ; and for every 
Inch of Mirth, an Ell of Moan. "In the begin- 
ning, a Womans Love ſeemeth delightful, but 
endeth with Deſtruction; therefore, he that 
truſteth to the Love of a Woman, ſhall be as 
fure as he that hangeth by a leaf of a Tree in 
the latter end of Summer, and yet there is a 
great difference betwixt the ſtanding Pool,and 
the running Stream, although they are _ 
Waters. 
[} Therefore, of two Evils chuſe the leaſt, and 


avoid the greateſt, But my meaning ighnot 


here to adviſe thee to chule the leaſt Woman 
for the little Women are ay unhappy as the 
greateſt ; for though their Statures be little, 
yet their E11ts are Big: Then ſpeak fair to 
all, bur truſt none; 
is too ſoon for a you ng Man to marry, and too 
late for Old Men. Cne asked a Philoſopher, 


what the Life of a married Man was? He 
anſwered, 


Mind thou haſt need to eat two Buſhels of Sait- 


and lay with Diogenes, It 


| fair nor foul, rich nor poor. 
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anſwered, Miſery : And what is his Felicity? 
Miſery : For he ſtill lingers in hop? of farther 
Joy: 1 what is his End? And he ſtill 
anſwered, Miſery. 

There are ſix * of Women tha: thon 
ſnould'ſt take heed thou match not th; ial to 
any one of them; that 1s to ſay. good nor bad, 
For if thou 
rieſt one chat is good, thou mayeſt oni 
ſpoil her with too much making of her: fot 
when Provender pricks a Woman, then #i- 
will grow knaviſh: And if bad, — Thou mult 
ſupport her in all her bad Actions, and that 
will be ſo weariſom unto thee, that thou hadſt 
as good draw Water continually to fill a bot- 
tomleſs Tub: If ſhe be fair, then thou muſt do 
nothing elſe but watch her; ; aa1 if ſhe be foul 
and loathſome, who can abide her ? If- ſhe be 
rich, then thou muſt forbear her, becauſe of 
her Wealth : And if ſhe he poor, then thou 
muſt needs maintain her. 

For if a Woman be never ſo rich in Dowry, 
happy by her good Name, beautiful of Body, 
ſober of Countenance, cloquent in Speech, and 
adorned with Vertue; yet they have one ill 
quality or other, which overthroweth all the 
other: Like unto that Cow which giveth great 
ſtore of Milk, and preſeutly ſtrixeth ir den 
with her Foot; ſuck a Cow is as much to be 
blamed for the Loſs, as to be commended for 
the Gift : Or like as when Men talk of ſach a 
Man, or ſuch a Man, he is an excellent good 
Workman, ar he is a good Chirurgion, or a 

| ; good 


but it is pity he hath one Fault, 
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good Phyſician, or he is a pretty Fellow of his 
Hands; but yet they conclude with this Word, 


which com- 
monly in ſome Men is Druakenneſs : Then! 
ſay, if he were endued with all the former 
Qualities, yet they cannot gain him ſo much 
credit, to couuterpoiſe the diſcredit that co- 
meth thereby. 


It is ſaid of Men, That they have but one 


Fault; but of Women it is ſaid, that they have 


two Faults, that is to ſay, They can neither 
{ay well, nor do well. 
goes thus, That things far fetcht, and dear 


There is a Say ing that 


bought, are of us moſt dearly beloved: The 
like may be ſaid of Women, although many of 


them are not far fetch'd, yet they are dear 
bought; yea, and ſo dear, that many a Man 


curſeth his hard Pennyworth ; and bans his 
own Heart. For the pleaſure of the fair eſt 
Woman in the World laſteth but a Honey- 
moon; that is, while a Man hath glutted his 
Affections „ and reaped the firſt Fruit; his 
Pleaſure being paſt, Sorrow and Repentagce 
remaineth ſtifi with him. 

Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to 


ſtrive againſt theſe tame Serpents, thou ſhalt 


have more ſtrings to thy bow than one; it 1s 


fafe riding at two Anchors : Always look be- 
fore thou leap, left thy ſhins thou chance to 
break. Now the Fire is kindled, let us burn 
the other Faggot, and ſo to our matter again. 


If a Woman be never ſo Comely, think her 


A Counterfeit ; never ſo ſtrait, think her croo- 


* ked; 


„ 


will marry, although they beg together. 


"Ip 
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ked; if ſhe be well ſer, call her a Boſs ; ſlen- 
der, hazel Twig z if Brown, think s black 
as a Crow ; if well coloured, a pain Wall; 


if ſad, or ſhamefac'd, then think her a Clown : : 
if merry and pleaſanr, then ſhe is the liker to 
be a Wanton. But if thou be ſuch a'Wol that 


thou wilt ſpend thy Time and Treaſure, the 


one to the Love ot Women, and the other to 
delight them, in my Mind. thou reſembleſt the 


ſimple Indians, who apparel themielyes mag E 


richly when they go to be burned. 

But what ſhall I ſay ? Some would not give 
their Bable for the Tower of London. He that 
hath ſailed at Sea, hath ſeen the Dangers; and 
he that is married, can tell of his own Woe 
but he that was never burnt, will never dread 
the Fire. Some will go to Dice, although they 
ſee others loſe their Money at Play; ; and tome 
Is 1t 
not ſtrange that Nen ſhould be ſo fooliſh to 
doat on Women, who differ ſo far in Nature 


from Men? For a Man delights in Arms, and 


in hearing the rathng Drums; but a Woman 
loves to hear ſweet Muſick, on the Lute, Cit- 


tern, or Bundore; a Man 'rejoyceth to march 


among the murdered Carcaſles, but a Woman 


to dance on a Silken Carpet; a Man loves to 


hear the threatning of the Prince's Enemies, 
but a Woman weeps when ſhe hears the Wars; 
2 Man loves to lye on the cold Graſs, but a 
Woman muſt be wrapt in warm Mantles ; 

Man triumphs at Wars, but a Woman raj 
ceth more at Peace. 


_ Some 
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Some with ſweet Words undermine their 


as Dalilah did Samſon ;, and ſome 
ng and brawling are made weary of 
the World, as Socrates, and others. Socrates, 
when Wife did chide and brawl, would go 
out of Me Houſe till all were quiet again; but 
becauſe he would not ſcold wich her again, it 
grieved her the more; for on a time ſhe 
watched his going out, and threw a Chamber- 
Pot out at a Window on his Head. Ha, Ha! 

quoth he, / thought after all this Thunder there 
would come Rain. 

There is an Hiſtory maketh mention of one 
named Aunyninus, who invited a Friend of his 
to go home with him to Supper, but when he 
k came home, he found his Wife chiding and 
i brawling with her Maidens, whereat his Gueſt 
i was very much diſcontented. Aumyninus tur- 
4 ning to him, ſaid, Good Lord ! how impatient 
art thou? I have ſuffered her theſe twenty Years, 
a4 nd canſt not thou abide her two Flours.:? By 
| which means he cauſed his Wife to leave chid- 
14 ing, and laughed out the matter. Dion ot 

Reca/a, ſays, that Mark Anthony having cauſed 
the Head of Cicero, the Wonder of the Roman 
. Orators, and his ſworn Enemy, to he hrought 
before him, laid it on a table to feed and glut 

his Eyes wich the Sight if it, and having ſo 
done, bad it be taken away; but his Wife, to 
ſhew the hatred ſhe had conceived againſt this 

Father of Eloquence, taking his Head betwee! 

her Hands, ſpit upon the Face, belching out a 

Stomach full of Imprecations and execrable Re- 
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proaches; and withal having pulled out his 
Tongue, ſhe pierced it through wich Pins and 


Needles, till ſhe had ſatiated her Cruelty. 


But yet ſee a more deteſtable Story. Baudel 
in his Tragical Hiſtories reports, that a Spa- 
niſh Lady called Violenta (her Name well ſui- 
ting with her Nature) finding her ſelf decei- 
ved (by her Enamorato, a Cavaliero of the 
ſame Nation whoſe Name was Diego) under 
the pretence of Marriage, while he had eſpou- 
ſed auother, did with her Allurements ſo far 
prevail with him, as to draw him one Night to 
her Houſe, pretending ſhe would be at his Diſ- 
cretion ; only deſired him, that ſhe might have 
the reſpite awhile for three or four Hours to 
ſleep away that trouble, and the former Diſ- 
content between them; and that in the mean 
while he would be pleaſed alſo to repoſe him 
ſelf. But no ſooner was poor Diego fallen 
aſleep, but ſhe, aided by her Chamber-maids, 
ſtrangled him, and not fatisfied therewith, gave 
him five or ſix Stabs with a Ponyard, as an 
Addition to her revenge; then ſhe pulled out 
his Eyes and his Tongue, and having opened 
his Breaſt, ſhe tore his Heart our, and after- 
wards ſo wounded and mutilated his Body, that 
no Body could know one part from the other: 
and for a Concluſion, to fulfil her Cruelty, ſhe 
threw him out of her Window upon the Stones 
below. The Paſſengers were amazed and 
afraid. at this pitiful and disfigur'd ſpectacle; 
but recollecting themſelves, examined chis La- 
dy, who confeſſed the crime; n 
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ſtice appointed a Puniſhment worthy of herCri- 
me, which was executed in the preſence of the 
Duke of Calabria, Son of King Frederick of 
Aragon. | CE 

1 here is no Woman but either ſhe hath a 


5 long Tongue, or a longing Tooth, and they 


are two ill Neighbours, if they dwell together; 
for the one will lighten the Purſe, if it be ſtil 


ſhe . 
light 
le at 
AJ thi 
diſcl 
with 
ſhe v 
it un 


nor foul they are to be ruled. All Beaſts „Za, 
Man are made tame, but a Woman's Tongue into: 


faireſt Woman from ill Deeds. 


pleaſed; and the other will waken thee from for à 


thy Sleep, if it be not charmed. Is it not hath 
ſtrange of what kind of Metal a Woman doth 


Tongue is made, that neither Correction can unto 


chaſten, nor Fair Means quiet? For there is aflknou 
kind of Venom in it, that neither by fair mean T. 


will never be tame; it is but a ſmall thing andWficabl 
ſeldom ſeen, but is often heard, to the Terrsfnothi 
and Urrer. Confuſion of many a Mau. =. 

Therefore, as a ſharp Bit curbs a froward Anſu 
Horſe, even fo a curſt Woman muſt be roughljend f 
uled ; but it Women could hold their Tongues Meeci 
then many times Men would hold theirſbad h 
Hands. As the beſt Metal'd Blade is mixetfand h 
with Iron, even ſo the beſt Woman that is, The! 
not tree from Faults; the goodlieſt Gardens atenothi 
not free from Weeds; no more is the beſt, norÞrom | 


Truſt not a Secret with a Woman, for the] Fut 
more thou charꝑeſt her to keep it cloſe, theſtve, . 
more ſhe will ſeem as it were to be with Child, Bitio! 
till ſhe have revealed it amongſt her Goſſips; Pente 
yet if one ſhould make a doubt of her ack (air þ 
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ſhe would ſeem angry, and ſay, I am no 


ſuch 


light Houſwife of my Tongue, as they whoſe Secrets 
lie at their Tongues ends, which flies abroad ſo ſoon 

u they open their Mouths ;, therefore, fear not to 
diſcloſe your Secrets to me, for I was never touched 


ſtrain of my Tongue in my Life. Nay, . 


with any | 
ſhe will not ſtick to ſwear, that ſhe will tread 
it under Foot, or bury it under a Stone ; yet 
for 41] this, believe her not ; for every Woman 


hath one ſpecial Goſſip at the Feaſt, which ſhe ' 
doth love and affect above all the reſt, and 
unto her ſhe runneth with all the Secrets ſhe 


knoweth. | 


There is a Hiſtory maketh mention. of one 
Lyas, whom King Amaſis commanded to go 


into the Market, and to buy the beſt and pro- 
fitableſt Meat he could get; and he bought: 
nothing but Tongues: the King asked him 


TY 


_ [why he bought no other Meat; who made this 
owardAnſwer , I was commanded to buy the beſt Meat, 
ughlyard from the Tongue come many good and profitable 
ngues, Nyeecher. Then the King ſent him again, and 

theirſbad him buy the worſt and unprofitableſt Meat, 
mixcuſnd he likewiſe bought nothing but Tongues. 
is, ö 
ns art 
ſt, not 


nothing (ſaith he) cometh worſe Venom than 
from the Tongue, and ſuch Tongues moſt Wo- 
or the Further Marry not for Beauty without Ver- 
e, Lhe 
Child 
ſſips; 
Cree, 


me | G 


ſentences fit for this purpoſe, ſaith, That 4 
air Woman without diſeret Manners, is like a 


The King again asked him the reaſon: From | 


te, nor chuſe for Riches without good Con- 
ditions. Solomon amongſt manyother notable 
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Gold Ring in a Swines Snout. And if thou mar- Þ 2 


rieſt for Wealth, then thy Wife many times || «7+ 
will caſt in thy Diſh, ay.1g, Thar of a Beggar | /ee 


ſhe made the* a Man. Again, if thou Marrieſt He 
for Beauty, and above thy Calling, thou muſt I wi 
not only bear with thy Wife's Folly, but with || fot 


many unhzppy Words; for ſhe will ſay, ſhe ff fla 
was Blind in fancying thee, for ſhe might have 
had Captain ſich-8-one, or this Gentleman, or 
this Gentleman, or that; ſo that thou ſhalt I bav 
never need to crave a foul Word at her Hand goo 
in ſeven Years, for thou ſhalt have enough be r 
without asking; beſides, I fear thou wilt be may 


better headed than.wedded, for ſhe will make B 


thee wear an Ox · Feather in thy Cap; yet he ved, 
which hath à fair Wife will adventure on a Wo! 


"Thouſand Infamies, only in hope to keep het Pari! 


in the State of an honeſt Woman; but. if ſhe beſ there 
ill given, do what thou canſt, break thy Heatſ cloſe 
and bend thy Study never ſo much, yet all wilf be fe 
not ſerve, thou may'ſt let her go all Hours iq Nigh 


the Night, ſhe will never meet with a worſ Ar 


than her ſelf, except ſhe meet with the Dey _ 
| which 
Therefore, yet once more I adviſe thee if with 
the choice of thy Wife, to have a fpecial rq ended 
gard to her Qualities and Conditions, befoſſ lage 
thou ſhake Hands or jump a match with hei Tail x 
Alſo enquire and mark the Life and Converſſ with 
tion of her Parents; let the old Proverbs pf Vith 
thee in Mind hereof, Thar. an ili Bird layeth I thee 


ill Egg; the Cat will after her Rind; An ill Ii thy $ 
cannot bring forth good Fruit; The young C Chuſe 


grow! 
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grometh crafty like the Dam; The young Ck 


croweth as the old: and it is a very rare matter to 
ſee Children tread out of the Paths of their Parents: 
He that cometh into a Fair to buy an Hovſe, 
will pry into every part, to ſee whether he be 
{und of Wind and Limb, without crack or 
flaw, and whether his breeding were in a hard 


Soil, or whether he be well placed; and like- 


wiſe he will have a care that his Horſe ſhall 
have all outward Marks which betokeneth a 
good Horſe; yet with all the cunning he hath, 
he may be deceived ; but if he prove a Jade, he 
may put him away at the next Fair. | 
But if in choice of thy Wife thou be decei- 
ved, as many Men are, thou muſt ſtand to thy 
Word, which thou madeſt before all the whole 
Pariſh, which was, to rake her for worſe : for 
there is no refuſing: ſhe will ſtick to thee as 
cloſe as a Saddle to a Horſe's Back, and if ſhe 
be forwardly given, then ſhe will vex thee 
Night and Day. | N. 
Amongſt the quieteſt Couples that are, yet 


Devi Houshold jars will ariſe, but yet ſuch Quarrels 


thee i! 
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which happen in the Day, are often qualified 


with Kiſſes in the Night; but if it be not © © ll 


ended, their ſtrife will go forward like the Car- 
rage which is drawn between two Horſes, 
Tail to Tail, and if ſhe cannot avenge her ſelf 
with her Tongue, or with her Hands, nor 
with conveying the Goods, yet ſhe will pay 
thee home privately ; for if thou ftrike with 
ty Sword, ſhe will ſtrike with the Scabbard. 


wing C Chaſe nor the Rapiet by his ringing, nor thy 


grow! 
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Wife by her ſinging; for if thou doeſt, thou 
may'ſt be very well deceived in both; for thy 


Rapier may prove a jade, and thy Wife but 
little better. ff  nh 
Now, if thou ask me, how thou ſhould'ſt 
chuſe thy Wife : I anſwer, Thon haſt the whole 
World to make choice, and yet thou maye$t be de. 
ceived, An ancient Father being. asked by a 
young Man, how he ſhould chuſe a Wife: he 
anſwered him thus, When thou ſeeſt a 
Ataidens together, Hoodwink thy ſelf faſt, and run 
el, them, and look which thou catcheſt, let her 
be thy Wife, The young Man told him, Tha 
if he went Blindtolded, he might be deceived e Ani 
ſo thou mayeſt ( quoth the old Man) rf thy Eye 
were cpen ; ſor in the choice of thy Wife, thou muſ 
not trust thine own Eyes, for they will deceive ther, 
and be the cauſe of thy Moe: For ſhe' may ſeen 
good whoſe waſte, and Fingers are ſlender and 
{mall, but, if one had a Spring, ſuch a Wenc 


would make him a Beggar, if he were half a 


King; then this is no Bargain for thee. But 
har k a little farther ; the beſt time for a young 
Man to Marry, is at the Age of Twenty five 


and then to take a Wife of the Age of Seven 


teen Years, or thereabout, rather a Maid tha! 


a Widow; for the Widow is framed to thi 


Conditions of another Man, and can hardly be 
altered, ſo that thy Pains will be Double: Fo 


thou muſt unlearn a Widow, and make hef 
forget and 1orego her farmer corrupt and dif 
ordered Behaviour, the which is hardly to bg 

done: but a young Woman of tender Years i 
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flexible and bending, Obedient, and ſubject to 
do any thing, according to the Will and Plea- 
ſure of her Husband.  _ «co 
And if thy State be good, marry near home, 
and at leiſure : but if thy State be weak and 
Poor, then to better thy ſelf, after inquiry 
made of her Wealth and Condition, go far off, and 
diſpatch it quickly; for no doubt that tattling 
Speeches, which commonly in theſe Caſes run 
betwixt Party and Partyſ, will break it off even 
chen when it is come to the Upſhot : but as. 1 
have already ſaid, before thou put thy Foot 
out of Doors, make diligent Inquiry of her Be- 
baviour ; for by the Market-folk, thou ſhalt 
hear how the Market goeth: For by Inquiry 
thou ſhalt hear whether ſhe be Wiſe, Vertuous, 
and Kind, wearing but her own proper Hair, 


and ſuch Garments as her Friends Eſtate will 
afford ; or whether ſhe love to keep within the 
Houſe, and to the Servants have a watchful 
Eye; or if ſhe have a care when to ſpend and 


hen to ſpare, and to be content with what 
od doth ſend ; or if ſhe can ſhed no kind of 


infeigned Tears, but when juſt cauſe of hearty 


orrow is; and that in Wealth and Woe, Sick- 
els and in Health, ſhe will be all alike ; ſuch 


i Wife will make thee a happy Man in thy 


hoice. 8 5 
Although ſome happen on a Deviliſh and 
inhappy Woman, yet all Men do not fo ; and 


iuch as happen ill, it is a Warning to make 


hem wiſe, if tl make a ſecond choice: not 
hat all other ſhalt have the like Fortune; the 
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Sun ſhining upon the good and bad; and many 
a Man happeneth ſooner on a Shrew than a 
Sheep. Some thrive by Dicing, but not one 


in a hundred; therefore Dicing is ill Husban- 


dry : Some thrive by Marriage, and yet many 
are undone by Marriage ; for Marriage is either 
the making or marring of many a Man: and 
yet I will not ſay, but amongſt Duſt there are 


Pearls found, and in hard Rocks Diamonds of 


great Value; and ſo amongſt many Women 
there are ſome good. 

Sarah is commended for her earneſt Love 
that ſhe bare to her Husband, not only for cal. 
_ him Lord, but for many other Qualities; 

lo Sufanna for her Chaſtity, and for creeping 
0 her Knees to pleaſe her Husband. But 
there are meaner Hiltories which make mention 
of many others, as that of Demetrius, how that 
the was content to run Lackey by her Hus 
band's fide. | 

Likewiſe Lucretia, for the Love and Loyalty 
that ſhe bare to her Husband, being unkindly 
abuſed by an unchaſte Lecher againſt her Will, 
ſhe preſently ſew her ſelf in the Preſence of 
many, rather than ſhe would offer her Body 
again to her Husband, being but once de- 


It is recorded of an Earl called ole: that 
upon the King's diſpleaſure was committed to 
Priſon, and his Wife having Liberty to viſi 


him in Priſon, on a time ſhe canſed him to put 


off his Apparel, and put on hers, and fo by 


that means go out by the Porter, and ſhe re. 
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mained in priſon; and ſo by this means he 
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eſcaped the angry Rage of his Prince, and af- 
terwards his Wife was delivered alſo. 

Likewiſe it was no ſmall Love that Artemiſia 
bare to her Husband, for after bis Death fhe 
built ſuch a famous Sepulcher (and beſtowed 
the greateſt part of her Wealth thereon) inſo- 
much that at this Day it is called one of the 
Seven great Wonders of the World. 

Alſo Pliny makes mention of a Fiſherman 
which dwelt near unto the Seaſide ; and he fell 
ſick of an uncarable Diſeaſe, by which means 
he endured ſuch Torments and Pain, that 
would have grieved any Creature to behold 
him; his careful and loving Wife laboured and 
travelled far and near to procure his Health 
again; but at laſt ſeing all means in vain , ſhe 
brake out with him in theſe Words, Death at 
one time or other will come, and therefore rather 
than any longer you ſliou!d endure this miſerable 
Life, I am content that bath of us prevent Death 


before he come e So this poor grieved Man did 
yield to her Counſel, and they went forth to 


the Top of an exceeding high Rock, and there 
this Woman bound her felt faſt to her Hus- |} 
band, and from thence caſting themſelves | 
down, both ended their Lives together. | 
Now I do not commend this Death to be 


Godly, although it ſheweth great Love in the 
Woman. No dgubt, but that King Darius had ll 
a very kind and loving Wite, as ſhall appear; ai 
for when Alexander the Great had deprived him 


of the greateſt part of his Kingdom, yet he £ 
| LO SR et 
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Male, and killed him firſt , and fhortly after he yet a 
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Female Policy detected. | | 
bore it out very patiently, with a Valiant and) B. 
Manly Courage, and without any ſhew. of out- whic 
ward Grief at all; but when News was brought] and 


him, that his Wife was Dead; he then moſt ther 


grievouſly brake into Tears, and wept bitterly, ſl choi, 
and withal he ſaid, That the Loſs of his whole nor 1 
Kingdom ſhould not have grieved him ſo much a Selds 
the Death of his WiſeQ. „ 
It is alſo rocorded of Alexander, that at the Tho 
Death of his Wife, he made ſuch a Sorrowful I Wit 
Kind of Speech for her, ſaying, Death were love 
Kind if he took nothing but that which oſſended; ¶ Back 
but he bath taken her away which never offended, yer u 
Oh Death]! thou ha#t bereaved me of the better part Iſpea 
Z 5 
It is ſaid of Valerius Maximus, That he on 4ful, 
z:me finding two Serpents in his Bed- chamber, beim live 
ſtrangely amazed thereæt, he demanded of the Sooth-jas m 


ſayers what it meaned; and they anſwered him, wha! 


That of neceſſity he muſt kill one of them : and if he 
filled the Male, then he bimſclf ſurcly fhall firſt die; none 


and if he killed the Female, then his Wiſe ſhould die Ptor 


before him; and becauſe he loved his Wife better 
than himſelf, he moſt willingly made choice of theÞplſo 


died, leaving his Wife a Widow, Zo 
Such a kind of Animal to his Wife was Adam, 
for he was forbidden on Pain of Death, not to [Anſy 
eat of the Tree of Good and Evil: yet for all I o 
that, Adam notwithſtanding to grutifle his þo A 
Wite's Kindneſs, and for Love he bare her, ſure 
refuſed not to hazard his Life by breach of that Mar. 
Commandment. ES 
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But becauſe of all things there is a contrary ,, 
which ſheweth the difference betwixt che Good 
and the Bad, even ſo both of Men and Women 
there are contrary ſorts of Behaviour; if in thy 
choice thou happen on a good Wife, deſire 
not to change; for there is a Proverb faith, 
Seldom cometh a better. And there is none p90- 
rer than thoſe that have had many Wives. 
Thou may'ſt bear a good Affection towards thy 
Wite, and yet not let her know it: thou may'ſt 
love her well, and yet not carry her-on thy 
Back: A Man may love his Houſe well, and 
yet not ride on the ridge. Love thy.Wite and 
ſpeak her fair, although thou do bur flatter 
her: for Women love to be accounted beauti- 
ful, and to be Miſtreſs of many Maids, - and to 
live without Controulment, and kind Words, 
3s much pleaſeth a Woman as any other thing 
whatſoever; and a Man's chief deſire ſhould 
de firſt the Grace of God, a quiet Life, and an 
honeſt Wife, a good Report, and a Friend in 
Store; and what more, can a Man Deſire? 
Paul ſaith, Thoſe that Marry do well; but he 
lſo ſaith, Thoſe which Marry not do better; but 
yet alſo he ſaith, That it is better than to burn in 
1ſt. A merry Companion being asked by his 
Friend, why he did not Marry; he made this 
\n{wer, and ſaid, That he had been in Bedlam 
wo or three times, and yet lie was never ſo mad gs 
o Marry And yet there is no Joy nor Plea- 
ure in the World which may be compared to 
arriage, ſo the Parties are of near equal 
tears, and of good Qualities ; then good For- 
g 3 tune 


wrinkled and toothleſs Woman ſhall take FAlfy, 
Beardleſs Boy ' 2 ſhort Tale to make of if]the 
chere can be no liking nor loving between ſuq hood 
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tune aad bad is welcom to them, eth their col 
Cares are equal, and their Joys alike, come fg 
what will, all is Welcome, and all is Common ren 
betwixt chem : ; the Husband doth Honour and OL 
Reverence her ; and if he be Rich, he commit- I 

teth all his Goods to her keeping ; and if he Near 
be Poor, and in Adverſity, then he beareth ſen; 
but the one half of the Grief ; and further- nd 
more, ſhe will comfort him with all the com- 

fortable means ſhe can deviſe, and if he will Iw ic. 
ſtay Solitary in his Houſe, ſhe will keep him Max 
Company ; if he will walk in the Fields, whyEWix 
ſhe will go with him; and if he be abſent fromſſthof 
home, fhe ſigheth often and wiſheth his Pre ſome 
ſence; being come home he finding content,Þmon 
ſhe ſitting ſmiling in every Corner of his Houſe wich 
to give him a kind of a hearty Welcome home band 
and ſhe receivet h him with the beſt and hear. C 


Teſt ſoy that ſhe can. Many are the Joys anlſtoo x 


ſweet Pleaſures in Marriage, as in our Childreſcatel 
being young, they Play, Prattle, Laugh, anqwill! 
ſhow us many pretty Toys to move us to MirtFlikes 
and Lavghter,and when they are bigger growiwith 
and that Aze and Poverty hath alllicted com: 
Parents, then they ſhow the Duty of ChildraMiſtr 
in relieving their old Parents wich what theſprouc 
can ſhift for, and when their Parents are dead hard 
they bring them to the Earth from whendfore « 


chey come. brong 
Yet now conſider on the other ſide, when Beau 
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contraries, but continual Strife and Debate: 
50 likewiſe when Matches are made by the Pa- 
rents, and the Dowry told and paid before the 
oung Couple have any Knowledge of it, and 
ſo many times are forced againſt their Minds, 
fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their Pa- 
rents, they often promiſe with their Mouths, 
and they refuſe with their Hearts. 

Alſo, if a Man marry a Wife tor fair Looks, 
wicthour Dowry, then their Love will ſoon 
wax cold, inſomuch as they uſe them not like 

Vives, but rather like Kitchenſtuff; whereas 


thoſe that Marry rich Wives, they have always 


ſomething to be in Love withal. It is a com- 
mon thing now adays, that a fair Woman 
ithout Riches, finds more Lovers than Hus- 
bands. | 
Chuſe not a Wife too Kain, r too Foul, nor 
oo Rich; for if ſhe be Fair, every one will be 
atching at her; and if ſhe he too Foul, a Man 


likes; and if too Rich, thou thinkeſt to Marry 
with one which thou meaneſt to make thy 


ted ti companion, thou ſhalt find her a commanding 
ZhildreQJMiſtreſs : fo that Riches cauſe a Woman to be 
at thiproud, Beauty makes her to be ſuſpected, and 
re dead hard Favour. maketh her to be hatred. There- 

when fore chuſe a Wife young, well born, and well 


bronght up, reaſonable Rich, and indifferent 


„when Beautiful, and of à good Wi it ayd Capacity: 


1 take 


Alſo, in choice of a Wife, a Man ſhould note 


ke of the Honeſty of her Parents, for it is a likely- 
een Uhood, that choſe Children which are vertuouſly 


co 


i l 


ill have no Mind to love her, which no Man 


with all in one, caſteth away his Daughter. 
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brought up, will follow the Steps of their Pa- Nus 
rents; but yet many a Tree is ſpoiled in the np, 
hewing. There are ſome which have only but le 
one Daughter, and they are fo blinded with t 
the extream Love they bear her, that they y a 
will not have her hindred of her Will, what. 1 0 
ſoever ſhe deſireth, and ſuffer her to live in al! mg 6 
wanton Pleaſure and Delicacy, which after. NI 
wards turneth commonly to be the Cauſe of 
many Inconventences. _ | A 
Now the Father before he Marry his Daugh- 
ter, is to ſift throughly the Qualities, Beha- 
viour , and Life of his Son-in-Law : for he 
which meeteth with a civil and an honeſt Son 
in Law gettetha good Son ; and he that meeteth 
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The Husband muſt provide to fatisfie the 
honeſt Deſires of his Wife, ſo that neither ne- 
ceſſity, nor ſuperfluity be the occaiton to work 
her Diſhonour : for both want and plenty, both Eine 
eaſe and diſeaſe, makes. ſome Women often- = 
times unchaſte. And again, many times theſer c. 
Wife ſeing the Husband take no care for her, fettes 
maketh (belike ) this reckoning, that no Body pon | 
elſe will care for her, or deſire her: But toſe offe 


conclude this ſame point, ſhe only is to be ac. 
counted honeſt , who having Liberty to do hon 


amiſs, yet doth it not. . ed o 

Again, A Man ſhould thus Account of his] Wh 

Wife, as the only Treaſure he enjoyed upot., ++ 

the Earth, and he muſt alſo Account, thatf, the 

there is nothing more due to the Wife, than ge 

the faithful honeſt and loving Company 2 eſtur 
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usband : He ought alſo in ſign of Love, to 


mpart his Secrets and Counſel unto his Wife; 


or many have found much Comfort and Profit, 
y taking their Wives Counſel; and if thou 
mpart any ill Hap to thy Wife, ſhe lightneth 
hy Grief , either by comforting thee lovingly, 
r elſe in bearing a part thereof patiently. 
\lſo if thou eſpy a Fault in thy Wife, thou 
uſt not rebuke her angerly or reproachfully, 
ut only ſecretly betwixt you two; always 
emembring that thou muſt neither chide nor 
lay with thy Wife before Company, thoſe 
hat play and dally with them before Com- 
any, they do thereby ſet other Mens teeth 
nd edge, and make their Wives the leſs 
hamefac'd. _ 
It behoveth the Married Man always to ſhew 
imſelf in Speech and Countenance, gentle and 
miable; for a Woman of modeſt Behaviour 
Ing any Groſs incivility in her Husband, ſhe 
oth not only abhor it, but alſo thinketh with 
er ſelf, that other Men are more diſcret, and 
etter brought up; therefore it ſtandeth him 
pon to be civil and modeſt in his doings, left. 
e offend the chaſt Thoughts of his Wife, to 
hoſe liking he ought to conform himſelf in 
| honeſt and reaſonable Things, and to take 
eed of every thing which may diſlike her. 
Why ſame Women love their Lovers better 
an their Husbands, the Reaſon is, the Lover 
the preſence of his Lady is very curious of 
is Behaviour, that he uſeth no unſeemly 
eſtures, whereby there may be no ſuſpicion 


of 


Woman of ſuſpected Chaſtity liveth but in 
miſerable caſe; for there is but ſmall difference 


and when ſhe heareth another Women {ſpoken 


without a cauſe, yet ſhe will have much ado t 


Leta Woman avoid ſo much as may be, th 


Faſhions and diſhoneſt Speech, to bring othe 


let her make this Anſwer ; When I was a Mai 
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of jealouſie, or any exception be taken by any be c 
thing he doth ; it behoveth every Woman to] ſelf 
have a great regard to her Behaviour, and tof 4 
keep her ſelf out of the Fire; knowing that a 


by being naught, and being thought naught; 


ill of, let her think in her Mind, what may be 
ſpoken of her; for when a Woman hath got 
ten an ill Name, whether it be deſerved 0 


recover again the Honour and Credit thereo 


Company of a Woman which hath an ill Name 
for many of them endeavour by their en 


to do as they do, and many of them wiſh | 
their Hearts that all Women were like un 
themſelves. Ic may be ſaid of many Wome! 
that the Feathers are more worth than tand f 
Bird; therefore it behoveth every Woman Hough 
behave her ſelf ſo ſoberly and chaſtly ia Cougand t 
tenance and Speech, that no Man may befſerve 
bold as to aſſail her: For commonly Caſtles, 
they come once to parley, are at point to yield 
therefore if a Woman by chance be ſet upo 


J was at the diſpoſition of my Parents, but nom 
am Married, I am at the Pleaſure of my Husbanſ what 
therefore you were beFt ſpeak to him, and to In bis E 
his Miud, what I ſhall do: And if her Husbal 


| Female Policy detected. 105 
y any] be out of the way, let her always behave her 
an toſÞ ſelf as if he were preſent. 
nd to] Alſo, a Woman may conſider, if her Ibs 
that al band be cholerick and haſty, ſhe muſt overcome 
t in a him with mild Speeches; and if he chide, ſhe 
erencef muſt hold her Peace. For the Anſwer of a 
wght;Iwiſe Woman is filence, and ſhe muſt ſtay to 
pokeJutter her mind till he be appeaſed of his Fury, 
may ba and at quiet: For if Women many times would 
th got hold their Tongues, they might be at quiet. 
ved of There was a very angry couple Married toge- 
ado tilther, and a Friend being with them at Supper, 
hercofusked them how they could agree together, 
De, thilbeing both ſo froward and teſty; the good 
Name han made him this Anſwer, Men I am angry, 
Ir enſny Wife beareth with me, and when ſhe is angry, 
othafſ/ bear with her : For with what Heart can a 
wiſh (Man ſo much as touch a Hair of his Wife's 
de uni Head, (I mean rigorouſly ;) for the Husband 
VomeJought to rebuke her with kind Words ſecretly, 
han tHſand ſeek to reform her by good Counſel : He 
"man fought to lay before her the Shame of ill doing, 
| Congand the Praiſe of well doing; if this will nor 
y befcrve, yet he ought rather patiently to forbear 
uſtles, [ber, than rigorouſly to beat her, for ſhe is 
0 yield Fleſh of his Fleſh, and there is no Man ſo foo- 
t upoſ liſh, as to hurt his own Fleſh. A Man ought = 
a Maiſ to be a comforter of his Wife, then ſurely he 
ut now] ought not to be a tormenter of her; for with 
Iusbanſ what Face can a Man embrace that Body whick 
to knhis Hands have battered and bruiſed ? Or, 
Ausbaß with what Heart can a Woman love that Man 
which can find in his Heart to beat her? — 
when 


the Maiden ſtayeth. | 


abroad, ſeaſon the Pot, and dreſs the Meat; 


deſirons, - being come home, to take their eaſe,ÞÞ 
and not trouble their Wives and Servants uE, 


toes Female Policy detected. 
when a Man findeth a painful and careful Wo- - £ 
man, which knoweth when to ſpend and when ff cre: 
to ſpare, and to keep the Houſe in good Order, If tha: 
then the Husband will not deny fuch a Wife || tu) « 
any neceſſary thing belonging to the Houſe: Mon 
but if ſhe be light Huſwife, who liveth with- || nu: 1 
our doing any thing, without caring for her | as i. 
Husband, Children, or Servants, or any other need 
belonging to the Houſe, thereby ſhewing , Fare c 
although her Body be in the Houſe, yet her and) 
Mind is abroad, which. redoundeth to, her I that 


| ſhame, and to her Husbands great Hindrance. vous 


For when the Miſtreſs is occupied with Vanity, let ir 
the Servants are careleſs for her Profit, but Ia Ma 
look their own. For while the Miſtreſs. playeth, ling c 


But thoſe Men are to be laughed at, ho ha. N 


ving a Wife, and a ſufficient Wife to do all the Love. 


Work within Doors, which belongs to a Wo; Ipreſc 
man to do, yet her Husband will ſet Hens els +, 


or any the like Work, which belongeth not to 
the Man: ſuch Husbands many times offendfei 
their Wives greatly, and they wrong them - 
ſelves, for if they were imployed abroad in Mat- 
ters belonging to Men, they would be the more 


medling with their Matters; for the Rule andþ: 75e 


Government of his Houſe belongs to the Wife a 


And he that hath a Wife of his own, andÞ / 7; 


goes to another Woman, is like a rich Thiere Ren 
which will ſteal when he hath no need. ind. 


Among! 


| 
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Vo- | Amongſt all the Creatures that God hath 
hen created, there is none more ſubject to Miſery 
der, than a Woman, eſpecially thoſe that are fruit- 
Vife ful to bear Children; for they have ſcarce a 
ſe: Months reſt in a whole Year, but are conti- 
ith- | nually overcome with Pain, Sortow, and Fear, 
her as indeed the Danger of Child-bearing muſt 
ther needs be a great Terror to Women; which 
ing, are counted but weak Veſſel, iu reſpect of Men, 
her and yet it is ſuppoſed that there 13 no Diſeaſe 
her that a Man endureth, that is one half ſo grie- 
znce. vous or painful as Child bearing to a Woman 
nity, let it be Toothach, Gout, or Colick ; nay, if 
but Ba Man had all theſe at once, yet they are noth- 
eth, ing comparable to a Womans pain in Travel 
Nuwvich Child. _ LO. 5 
o ha: Now if thou like not my Reaſons to expel 
1 the Love, then thou mayeſt try 9+:4's Art, who 
preſcribes a Salve for ſuch a fore ; For he coun- 
els thoſe which jeel this horrible Heat, to cool their 
lames with Herbs which are cold of Nature, as 
due, Lettice, and other Herbs, too long to re- 
ite: Alſo he ſaith, Thou ſhouldeſt abſtain from 
Free of Meat and Driak, for that provokes the 
ind greatly to Luſt : Alſo, to Hunt, ro Hawk, 
o Shoot, to Bowl, to Run, to Wreſtle, or ſome other 


lace where thou 


H 


108 Female Policy detefted. 


firſt feel the Fire that burneth thy Mind with ſuch 
quiet Thoughts. Likewiſe, ſaith he, beware thou 
ao not twice peruſe the ſecret flattering Letters of 
thy ſuppoſed friendly Joy; for if thou do not re fuſe 
the ofte; I'iew thereof, it will much tncreaſe thy 
G7, Dolor, and Annoy : Uſe no talk of her 
whom thou loweſt, nor once name her; for that will 
incfcaſe thy care, by thinking in thy Mind that 
thou beholdeſt her Face: But ſome are perſuaded 
that no Rules of Reaſon can aſſwage this Grief, for 
Love is Lamleſe, and obeys no Law, no nor yet no 
Counſel can perſwade, nor take effe&t, or ou the 
Aﬀettion of his bewitched Mind. 
Having thus far proceeded in giving my 
Readers a full View of the, Vices, Miſchiefs, 
and Miſeries attending that part of the F emale 
Sex, whoſe Lewd , and deteſtable Lives, have 
ſince the Fall, render'd the reſt of the Civiliz'd 
World, miſerable. Let me now, to cloſe al, | 
entertain You with an Innocent and ProfitableſY —— 
Diſcourſe, of Uſe to both Sexes, the which was 
Deliver'd at a Wedding ſome time ſince, and 
is as follows; viz. 
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N theſe Words of King Solomon, we may, 
my Beloved, Obſerve, that the Wiſdom 
of God therein, intimates to us theſe Five 
- Particulars, viz, 

I. The Party ended 3 4 Wife - ; 

I 1. The Commendation given her; Good : 

111. The means of compaſling her, by 
be, implied in the Word, Findetb- 
NH 2 _ 


els 3 ONS. 
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Iv. The principal Daner or Giver of her; | tat 


Cod; „ 0 
V. The Nature and Qualitie of the Gift; a | 7/6; 
. 1 ſpe⸗ 


For the firſt of them : A Wife? may ſome | A 
ſay, What? Is every Wife, or every Woman 10 li 
then ſuch as Solomon here ſaith ? Yea, -doth nor || y/;/; 

the ſame Solomon himſelf elſewhere ſay, that imp] 
ſome Wife there is, that pulleth down the Houſe ? Fx ie 
That is, not as 4 corroſive at her Husbands ſides, 
but as corruption in his Bones? Or like a continual with 


|. Dropping in a rainy Day, that maketh a Man 80 


weary of his home, and either driveth him I ſerve 
out of Doors, or will not ſuffer him to relt | She 
within? And that it is better for a Man to dwell I c 
on the Heonſe Top, expoſed to Wind and lcomn 
Weather; or to live in the Milderneſſe among God 
wilde Beaſts, than to keep Houſe with ſuch an I recko 


one. Mode 


To this there are divers Anſwers given. ie. 
For firſt ſome ſay, that a Wife ſo long as fre An 
continueth a Wife; that is, ſo long as ſhe is not | For 
diſloyal, but is honeſt, as we ſay, of her Bodie, flhath 
though ſhe be never fo contentious, unquiet, ¶ Name 
or inconvenient otherwiſe, is to be eſteemed what i 
as a Benefit. As a bad Magiſtrate, ſay they, is I He! 
yet better than none: ( Better a Thane, than an of a Fo, 
Anarchie: ) ſo a bad Wife is yet better than Jband of 
none at all. 5 . 

But this is not warrantable. 5 how is 
For firſt, it were but a very ſorry commen-JHow aj 
dation of « Wife, to ſay, Retter ſuch an ontÞare Fri 
than none at all, What manner of good we that 
| | that 


nen- 
ont are Friends in Name, 
x youthat ſtick not by a Mau, but fal him, when he 


that 


| A Indeed. 
that, faith Jerome, aud before him 7. ereulling 


that is not deemed or termed g 197, 
riſen of ſome oreater Evil ? That is not good, to 


ſpeak properly, but {ez Evil only. 


Agaln, when Solomon faith, that it is better 
„ or abroad in the wilde 


ro live on the Houſe-Top 
Wilderneſs, than with ſuch an one, he plainly 
implieth, that (as Sophocles faith of ſome 


Friends) it is much better to be without her 


than with her ; to live ſolitary „ than to live 
wich ſuch. 


So that the Point of inſtruction which we ob- 


ferve hence is this, that 5 
She that is not a good Wife is as goed as no Wife. 

I count that 2 Dowry, ſaith one, that is 
commonly ſo called ; nor doth the Spirit of 
God count her 4 Wiſe, though ſhe be uſually ſo 
reckoned ; where Piety, Honeſty, Sobriety, 
Modeſty, and Wiſedom are wanting. A bad 
Wije is as no Wife in Gods Account. 

And that not without good cauſe. 

For ſhe is but 4 Shad w without Subſtance ; 
hath 2 Titie without Truth: She beareth the 
Name; but doth not the Work of 4 Mie. 
What is a /i, e, but a Woman given to Alan to be 


an Help and a Comfort to him ? But av the Father 


of a Fool ſhal have no Joy of him: So the Hus 


band of a bad or a ſooliſh Nas is like to have 


llietle Joy, or Help, or Comfort of her. And 
how is ſhe a Comforter, that yeildeth ao Comfort? 


How an Helper, chat attordeth no help ? They 
faith one, but #ot indeed, 
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A Wife Tadeed. 
ſtandeth in need of them: So is ſhe a Wife in in S 
Name, but not indeed, that affordeth not herf #5 n 
Husband that Help and Comfort that = Wife who 
ovght, and that at firſt. ſhewas intended for. | cert 
That Woman may well be termed an 74/ but 
Wife, that beareth the Name of a-Wife, and Com 
ſitteth in the Houſe as the Image of a Miſe, ort 
but doth no part of the Office or Duty of ſuch} . 
an one. Surely, as St. James ſaith, that Faitiſthou 
without Fruits is liveleſs and dead, as a Body the! 
without Breath: ſach Faith is no Faith indeed, help 
but a meer Carcaſſe of Faith: So 4 Wife wit hon; C 
Works, ſhe that beareth 2 Wives Name, but] woul 
doth not 2 Wives Work, is no Wife indeed, but ! 
a liveleſs Image of aWife, or (as Lamechs ſe-· 
cond Wives Name importeth) 4 Shadow only other 
of ſuch an one. TE 
And if ſhe be ſo that performeth not the her B 
oOffce of a Wiſe ;, what is ſhe then that doth cheſand 4 
contrary ? Who when ſhe ſhould be an Helper, en. 
proveth an Hinderer ; in the beſt things eſpe-· e 
cially: like the Friend, that proveth a Fo“ 5% 
when he ſhould ſhew himſelf 2 Friend? When rather 
ſhe ſhould be a Comfort, proveth a Croſs, 4 Curſe, feated 
a Diſcomfort ? She that was made and ordained Hunt me 
for Mans ſpecial good croſſing the end of hv en 
own Creation , and Gods Orainauce therein, Vlemiſh 
proveth the means of his greateſt Evi? Like that C 


the Scribes and Phariſees, that ſate in Moſeinfal cs, 
Chair, profeſſing themſelves and pretending For 770, 
to be Paſtors of Gods People ; but, as our Sa- is Juc 
viour telleth them, were indeed I hieves, and cou 
Robbers, and Murtherers of them, Wolves either 
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A Wife Indeed 

fe in| Shepherds Weeds, or in Sheeps cloathing, ſuch 
her las not only fed not, but killed and deſtroyed thoſe 
1/;41 whom they ought to have fed and ſaved. And 
certainly he good Wife is not ſo great a Bleſſing, 


aol but the bad is as great 4 Croſs. No greater 


and Comfort under the Sun than the one, nor Diſcom- 
Wife, fort than the other. 


ſuch! Yea, thoſe artificial and equi voc al Limbs, 


Faitlthough they be not properly parts, nor ſtand 
Bochl the Body in much ſtead :. yet are thy rather 
leed helpful than hurtful or harmful any way to 
it; they help to ſupply. a place defective, that 
- bu; would otherwiſe ſtand vacant, and by ſupply- 


butlling it, to conceal in part ſuch ' blemiſhes, as 


would otherwiſe lie more open 'to the Eye of 
others. But with a bad Wife an indiſeret Mo- 


t the her Husband in no ſtead, but ſhe is 4 ſore burden, 
h the land a foul blemiſh, and not an Fye-ſore only, but 
even an Heart-ſore to him that hath her. She 
hameth him, faith Jemen, and is as Rottenc|s in 

Foe, s Bones. And ſhe may therefore be compared 
Vheoſpacher to 4 Wart, or a Wen, and that ſited and 


Curſe ſeated in ſome conſpicuous part; (for ſhe is as 


2 jut ment in ones Hand that cannot be concealed) 
Irhich as it is 20 benefit, ſo it is a burden and 4 
rein, viemiſh to the Body 3 Or to 2 Wolf, or 4 Cancer, 

Like chat conſumeth the Fleſh, waſteth the vital 


Hoſa parts, and eateth even to the very Heart. 
For 20 ſorer Ulcer than a bad Friend, in Sophocles 


nding 


ur Sa- his Judgment; than a bad Wife, in Solomons 
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Nov this Point then may ſerve, 

Firſt for Examination, for Women hereby to 
examine chemſelves, whether they be Wire: 
OT NO. 

But, Wrat needs that? May ſome ſay. *Tis 
we / enough known already, that me are Wives and 
married Women, We wei e contracted before 


Company; „ and ma ried openly in the Face of the 


Cong egation , all Ceremonies and Circumſtances 


ob wed that ccul! be required, or are- uſual nl 


ſuch caſes. And the Church-Book where we were 
warried, will teft fie as much, 
1 anſwer. All this may be, and yet thou » 
Wife for all that. A marries: W:iman thou mayf 
be, aud yet no Wife. For, though thou wert 
contractea before a thouſand Witneſſes ,, and mar. 
ried publickly in the frequenteſt and moſt ſo. 
lema Aſſembly, not by the Hand, of as ordi- 
nary Miniſter, but of a Biſhop or an Archbiſhop, 
no rite or Ceremony omitted, either the wedding 
Ring, or any other : Yet art thou 20 Wife, if 
h deft not the Duty of a Mife; if thine Hus- 
band have not that good of thee that Gods Spirit 
here ſpeaketh of. 
Burt how may a Woman know then whether 
ſhe be a Wife or no? 
Ianſwer: Read over the Rules that St. Paul 
and St. Ve er preſcribe Married Momen; and 
examine thy ſelf by them. Read over the 
Deſcripticn that Solomons. Morher maketh of a 
good Wife, and compare thy ſelf with it. 
There is ſer down a Patern and a Precedent fot 


thee. There is 4 Looking-Glaſs for thee (as St. 
. 
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A Wiſe Med © 115 
James ſpeaketh of God. Mord in general) to ſee 


thy ſelf 1 in, and to ſhew thee what thou art. 


And it were to be wifhrt that as the Philoſopher | 
willed his Followers to view themſelves oft in 4 


Glaſs, that if they found themſelves fair and 


comely, they might be careful to have their 
Carriage and Courſes correſpondent, if other- 
wiſe, they might ſtrive by nioral Abilities to 


make Ainends for and Recompence what were © 
wanting, that way : fo that every Married W. 


man did, if not once a Day, or once a Week, 


yet once a Month at leaſt ſeriouſly look her ſelf = 


in this Glaſs. Which it is to be feared that too 
many are therefore very loth to look into, 
becauſe they know how they ſhall find them- 


ſelves before-hand: And as that odd withered 


Harlot therefore caſt away her Lookino-Glaſs, 


becauſe ſhe could not therein ſee her ſelf ſich | Z 


as ſhe would ; ſo they ſhun this Glaſs, not af- 
fecting it, becauſe they cannot ſee themſelves 


therein ſuch as they ſhould. Bur let us ſet the 


Glajs before them that they may look on it, 


and view themſelves in it if they will : which if | 


it (hall ſnew them themſelves far other than 
they would ſeem to be, it is not the Fault of 
the Gs, but their own ; let them blame 
themſe ves, and not It. 


AWfje then, ſay thoſe Aveſdivi, is one, that 


is ſubjett and „eien to her Husband as her bra; 


But many by this Rule, will hardly prove 
Wives; being Miſtreſſes (as Jerome ſpeaketh) 
rather than Wives, to thoſe that have them, or 
rather mhm * have f 8 married rather to 
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116 — Wife Indeed. 
them, than having married them, as he ſpeaketh. 
So that their Husbands (if they may fo be 
termed that are ſo mated) may ſay, that 


when they received their Wives Dowry, (if 
they had ought at leaſt with them; for even 


kind, as they that bring moſt ) they ſold away 
; their own Liberty; and took in a Miſtreſs in- 
V ſtead of a Wite; as the Cymckes Maſter did 
| a Maſter inſtead of a Servant; and Nazianzen 


band. 

Again, ſhe is a Wife, as Solomons Mother 
deſcribeth her, that is not a good Houſe-Wife 
only in the Houſe, but a good Wife alſo to her 
Husband ; that doth him good all his Dayes, 
all the Dayes at leaſt , that ſhe liveth - with 
him. Sheisa Wife then indeed, and none but 
me, in whom theſe two concurre, that ſhe is 
both a good Houſewife, and 4 700d Wife too ro 
him that hath her. But how man V Married 
Women are there, in whom neither of theſe 
are? How many in whom they meet not? 
How many are there not Houſe- Wives, but 
Drone rather? Living wholly on the Sweat of 
their Husbands browes, as the Drone doth on 
the Honey that the Bee maketh and bringeth 
in? How many, though not Drones, yet Droiles 
rather than Wives? That will toil and moil 
indeed about the Houſe, as we ſay , like Hor- 
ſes; but are withall of ſo crooked and crabbed 
a Nat ture, of fo unquiet, and contentious à 
Diſpoſition, that their Husbands can have no 


FM 2 


choſe that bring nothing oft are as faulty i in this 


Faith that 1ome Wives doe inſtead of an Hus- 


thee either in Mercy, or in Wrath; 
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A Wife Indeed. 

Joy, nor- Comfort at all of them : there can 
de no comfortable Cohabitation or Converſing 
with them. There may be good cauſe there- 
fore even for Married Women to examine 
themſelves whether they be Wives or no: ſince 

that if they anſwer not that, which Gods Word 


and Will, vea which the very Name gr 1 


them, requireth of them, 
Wives in Gods Account. 8 
But here a Queſtion or c would be an- 
ſwered. 

For firſt, may fome ſay: If ſuch a Wife be 
no Wife, may a Man then lawfully put away 
ſuch a Wife ? 

I anſwer ; No: As the Fabb:ines ſpeak, , The 
Bone thou muſt gnam, that is falleu 10 thy Lot. 
There is 2 Knot of God between you, that can- 
not be unknit. God hath joyncd her unto 
to be, as 
he ſaith of Rulers, either a Nurſe to | thee, or a 
Scourge. 


they are as 


Vea but, may not a Man forbear to do the 
Duty of an Husband to ſuch an one? For why 
ſhould I, will ſome ſay, be an Husband to her, 
if ſhe be not a Wie to me? | 
lanſwer; No: Thou oweſt it to God. And 
it is not Default of Duty on her part, that 
can diſcharge thee of thy Debt to him. As 
B aſi! faith of Rulers, We muſt obey, the good as, 
God the bad for God. And St. Peter of Maſters, 
that Servants muſt for Conſcience Sake be Subject ts 
the frowgra as well as the courteous. So mult. 

thou 


And T hoſe that God hath jayned tor # p 
gether, Mun may not fever, _ = 
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thou do the Duty of an Husband as well to a | L. 
bad as to a good Wife, for Conſcience of J). 
Gods command. Do thou thy Duty for God, | 
and thou Halt, have thy Reward from God. | of 
As our Saviour ſaith of thoſe that relieve the | W 
Poor, thaugh they canaot requite them, yet | the 
god wiil reward them ; ſo though ſhe do not Jon, 
ich Riadaeſs anſwer thee, God will requite | ſhe 
"thee, in the Reſurrection of the Righteous. as t 
And ſo much briefly for Anſwer to thoſe | 15 2: 
two Queſtions. the 
Secondly, This Point may ſerve for Premo- | unl. 
nition, to thoſe that are to enter into this eve 
Eſtate, that they coalider ſeriouſly before- IIt. 
hand, what they undertake, that they weigh the 
well what they go abour : Not think as many Vea, 
do, that they marry for their eaſe, or they I the! 
' marry to he maintained; to be maintained ih Ithat 
_ Sloth and Idleneſs, or in Vanity and Pride: 
like thoſe, who, as Bernard ſpeaketh, Think to 
live 3 Care, when they have gotten a Charge 
or 4 Cire. No: thou marrieſt to be a Wife; 
and that is not a naked Name, or a bare title; 
it is the Name of an Office, that hath many 
Daties annexed to it. It is not good for Man to 
be alone, ſaich God, I will make him an mY 
Hie doth not ſay , 1 will male him a M. NF. or, 
will make him a Woman, that may be an Help to 
Sim: though he meant fo to doe: but, I wil 
whe him an Help. So that a Wife is a Woman 
joyaed to Man to be an Help to him : And for 
a Woman to be a Wife, is to be an Help to 


| her Husbaud. But wherein fo be an Help? 
. Ts Let 
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2 Wit Indeed, 179 
Let the younger enen; ſaith the Apoſtle, mar- 
ry, breed, (that is, bear and bring up) Chil- 


dren, Aud given the Family. That is the, end 
of their Marriage: and to do that, is to be a 


Wife. And that therefore muſt every Woman 
that intendeth to marty, fore-think of, refolve 


on, and make Account of before-hand, if ever 
the mean to be a Wife. 


is an honourable Title. 
them place before thoſe that he yet unmarried, 


unleſs they be far uncqual otherwiſe. Bur | 


every Dignity hath ſome Duty anuexed unto 
it. And it is not equal that thoſe that refuſe 
the one, ſhould expect ever to enjoy the other. 
Yea, the greater the Honour 1s, the greater is 
the Diſhonour, if the Duty be not done that 


that Honour exacteth. | 
Thirdly, It may ſerve, for Admonition to 


thoſe that are entred already. Art thou a 
married Woman then? As Jerom ſaith to the 
Monke ; Read what thou art here called, and be 
that thou art ftiled, Thou art ſtiled a Wife. 
But thou art no Wife, if thou doeſt not a 

ives Work: no more than the Shepherd is a 
Shepherd if he feed not his Flook. Conſider 
therefore well what the Duty of a Wife is, 
that thou mayeſt indeed faithfully and con- 
ſcionably perform it; that thou mayeſt make 


good what in that Name is required of thee. 


Elſe as one ſaith well, that the very Title of 


the 


Marriage is Ls able, 4 


as the Apoſtle faith ; and the Name of a Wife 
We are wont to give 
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Help? 
Let 


AO - A Wife Indeed. 
the very Title that thou art called by, will one fo 
Day condemn thee. EY ay 
Fourthly, It may ſerve for Information, to] bad 
inform us how God eſteemeth of ſuch as are] ricl 
faulty or defective this way. Art thou a] wel 
VVife? but not a good VVife? God eſteemeth} a fe 
thee as no VVife; Vea, as no VVoman; for mor 
the ſame word ſignifieth either. for 
And the like may and muſt be ſaid of the] Gre 
other party. As the VVife is no VVife, if ſhe for! 
de not a good VVife: ſo is the Husband no] Mon 
Hus band if he be not a good Husband. He is thee 
no Man, but a Beaſt, faith Chryſeſtome; a will Beau 
Beaſt rather than an Husband, that is not kind Out ; 
and courteous, that is harſh and curriſh to histhe C 
VVife. He is no Husband, if he doe not the VVif 
Duty of an Husband; as ſhe is no VVife, if ſneg many 
doe not the VVork of a VVife. And whereſſfrien 
both Parties are herein faulty, and rather bide may f 


dauan lixe unquietly together, we may well ſapÞave ! 


of them, as we uſe to ſay, that they live to-P\ame 
gether, as Dog and Cat; not as Man andſthat g 
VVite, but as bruit Beaſts, or not ſo welfntima 
rather, as even wild Beaſts are wont to doe? Ve a 
They are no better at all in Gods Sight thanÞ<cK tl 
ſuch : and they muſt look one Day to anſwer]. Vife, 
not only for the wrong that they doe either to Vite 


other, but for the wrong alſo that they doefime © 
unto God and his Ordinance , by bringingflat a 
through their Fault a foul imputation upon itſtot fin 

Fifthly, This may ſerve for a Caveat to ſuchfm t 
as are yet to chooſe. Doeſt thou want a VVife lie, a 
and wouldeſt thou have one? Make _ en ſo 


, 


one 
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5 fe Indeel. | 
for a good VVite ; elſe thou wert better to 
have no VVife, better without her, if ſhe be a 
bad one, than with her. O could I but get a 


$f 


rich VVife, a wealthy one, ſaith one; I were 


well, I were made for ever, And, let me have 
a fair one, faith another, and I care for no 


more. Give me the VVoman, ſaith Sampſon, 


for ſhe pleaſeth mine Eye: But as that worthy 


Grecian once ſaid, that he would rather have 


for his Daughter, a Man without Money, than 
Money without a Man : So hetter were it for 
thee to have a VVite without VVealth or, 
Beauty, than to have V Vealth or Beauty with- 
out a VVife; and fo be as farre from having 
the Comfort of a VVife; as if thou hadſt no 
VVife at all. A Man, ſaith one, may have 
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many Friends ( ſuch as we commonly call 
chere Friends) and yet among his many Friends, he 
- bideſſnay find little Friendſhip. And ſo may a Man 
ell ſay have many a V Vite, ſuch as uſually bear the 
to- Name of V Vives, and yet find little enough of 
1 and hat good in any of them, that Solomon here 
wellintimateth to be ina VVite. If thou wouldeſt 
) doeftave a VVite then, feck thee a good VVife; 
- thalſſſcck thee a fit VVife. For if ſhe be not a good 
nſwet, Vife, and a fit VVife, thou ſhalt have no 
\er to Vite of her, As a learned Man ſaid fome- 
ey doefime of Rome, having been ſome while there, 
inging hat a Man might ſeek Rome in Rome, and yet 
pon itt find her there; Ame was ſo much altred 
o ſuclrom that it had been: And the Orator of Si- 
VVifeſtle, after Ferres had governed there, that 
nquirſſlen fought Scilie in Sicllie, it was by him fo, 

fol EG GE: impo- 


if ſhe 


122 A Wiſe Indeed. : 
impoveriſhed: And a Reverend Prelat of ours, | ji 
of Fellarmines latter V Vorks, that many miſſed o 
Bellarmine in Bellarmine; they were ſo much | at 
unlike to, and came ſo farre ſhort of his for- | th 
mer. So mayeſt thou find much want, and] fo 
miſs ofa Wife in a Wife, if thou makeſt thy] V 
choiſe amiſs. And ſo conſequently doe thy] th 
ſelf exceeding great wrong, embracing, with] an 
Ixion, a cloud inſtead of Juno, or with Paris, He 
a ſhadow without ſubſtance, a ſorry Help, af wht 
cold Comfort, a Wite, and yet no Wife, inf. the 
regard of any Joy or Comfort in her, in regard to 
of any Help or Furtherance from her. And of i 
were it not much better for one to be alto- in 
gether without? For what can be more miſe-· not 
rable than to have a Wife, as covetous Wret- 
ches have Wealth ; to have the Burden of a 
Wife, and to want the Benefit of her, to have 
the Care, and not the Comfort ? Whereas the 
Man that liveth ſingle, as he miſſeth of the one Nan 
fo he is yet withal freed from, and caſed of the only 
other. 3 =. 
Laſtly, Is ſuch a Wife in Gods Acc6unt af of m 
no Wife? Let ſuch then never look for reſpedſ finde 
or regard with God, for any Recompence offf Goa, 
Reward from God. If thou doſt not a Wive Goa 
Work, never look for a V Vives V Vages, never] or en 
took for a VVives Reward. There is no Chriy to ex 
ſtian Servant, that ſerveth his Maſter faithfully to th 
and conſcionably, but he ſhall for the ſam do hi 
from God receive a Royal Reward. Aud Evil 
much more the Chriſtian VVife, that dotl An 
earefully her Duty to him, whom God hath Wife 
. . : joyneq 
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| joyned her unto. Such as they be Daughters Ml 
of faithful Sara; ſo-they ſhall. have their Pare "Ml 
and Portion with her. But for tig reſt, fince 
they refuſe to do the Work, they have no rea- - 
ſon to expect or look for the Wages. Their 
Wils they may have with their Husbands while 
they live here; but. they are never like to have al 


* 


any Reward at Gods Hands. How can the ⁵ä 
Hope that he ſhould Reward them as Wives, 
who reputeth them as no Wives? Yea worſe 
therefore than no Wives, becauſe they ought 

to have been Wives, and did bear the Name 


of ſuch. In a Word; wouldſt thou be a Wife 
in Gods Account? Thou muſt then be a Wife, 
not in Name, but in Deed. i 7 
And ſo paſs we on to the ſecond Point; ³⁶ü 
from the Partie commended to the Commen- i 
dation here given her. 3 
A Wife then (ſuch an one as deſerveth the 
Name of a Wife, as is a Wife not in Name 
only, but in Deed, not in Title barely, but ian 
Truth) is an exceeding great Benefit, a means 
of much good to him that hath her: He that ü 
findeth a Wife findeth Good, ſaith Solomon. 
Good; that is, much Good, exceeding great 
Good: (For it is ſpoken by way of excellency 
or eminency ; ) as if he could not well tell how 
to expreſs how much good might by her accrue Ml 
to the Husband of ſuch an one. And, She will 
do him good, ſaith Solomons Mother, and no 
Evil ſo long as ever they ſhall live together. 
An whole Treafury of Good there is in a good 
Wilk, ' 8 r 
Th ei EN 


[ES 13 
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ven, he would have little Joy or Comfort, tht 
Leſs at leaſt, of his being there, unleſs he hac 


tude; much Comfort in Society. But there i 
* NO Society more near, more entire,more need 
ful, more kindly, more delightt1), more com 
forcable, more conſtant, more continual, tha 
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To point only at ſome general Heads of this 
Good, that ſuch a Wife brinzeth with her. | 
For the Time will not ſuffer me to inſiſt long | | 
on nought. 

Firſt for Society : Man naturally aftecteth 
Company and Society, and ſhunneth Solitude. 
Socicty is the very Soul and Life of Mans Life. 
There is no comfortable Fruition, or delightful 
Polleſſion of ought without it. But Solitude is 
uncomfortable : There is no Warmth in it, 
faith Solomon. It is not good, ſaith God him- 
ſelf, for Man to be alone. For ſome other 
Creatures it may be; but for him it is not, 
being of a ſociable Nature, as many of them 
are not: And yet even thoſe alſo, though 
waving others, yet admit and affect ſome kind 
of Society, as chat by Name that we now et- 
treat of. Two therefore, ſaith Solomon, are 
better than one: in Mankind eſpecially natu- 
rally ſo made. And Adam in Paradiſe, though 
he were truly happy, yet was he not fully hap 
Py : his Happineſs was not compleat ; he was 
nothing ſo well yet as he might be, while he 
was yet without a Mate. Yea the Heathe! 
Man thought that though a Man were in Hes 


ſome there like himſelf to converſe with 
There is much want of Comfort then in Soli 
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| A Wife Indeed. | 
the Society of Man and Wife ; the main Root, 
Sourſe and Original of all other Societies: 
Which of all others therefore Man is naturally 
moſt enclined unto: And without which there- 
fore even the Heathen held the Houſe and Fa- 


mily half unfurniſhed and unfiniſhed : and not 


| fully happy, but half happy, though otherwiſe 


never ſo happy, till therewith it became com- 

pleat. 
Secondly, For Aſſiſtance. It is not good, 
ſaith God, for Man to be alone: I will make 


him an Help, or an Aſſiſtant ; not a Mate only 


but an Helper ; not a Companion only, but an 
Aſſiſtant too. Man being a Creature of the 
Kind, not of thoſe that love only to flock, and 
feed, and bide, and live together, as Dawes 
and Stares do; but of choſe that deſire to 
Combine, and Work, and Labour alſo toge- 
ther, as the Bee and the P'; nir; he ſtood in 
need, as of Society, ſo of Aſſiſtance. God of 
his Goodneſs therefore provided ſuch a Mate 


for him, as might alſo be an Help and an Af- 


ſiſtant unto him. And if Man before his Fall 
in the state of Innocency ſtood in Need of 
Help, when his Labour was not toll to him, no 
Pain, but a Pleaſure; then much more ſince 
bis Fall now that his Travel! is become toilſome 
unto him, and the Fruit of his Sin hath brought 
io many Burthens upon him, which he was 
aot before, nor ever ſhould have been en- 


combred, with, hath he continued in his firſt 


Eſtate. "Much need therefore hath Man of 5 
Help. And, Two therefore, ſaith Solomon, ⁵⁶ 
f 12 are 


Man. For who fitter to help 


four Feets: Whereof the one Pair may watch, 


Pair may work and walk, if the other faint and 
ag. - | 
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are better than one : nor only becauſe they im- 


part Comfort and Courage mutually either to m 


other: (for, if two lie together, ſaith he, | of 


they have the more Warmth : ) but becauſe 


they may help and aſſiſt either other: for, if I pf 


two go together, it giveth the more Strength: I In. 
If the one fall, the other may help him up | fait 
agaln : and two may ſtand, where one may tip 
fall; and doing the more Work, they may Pro 
earn the better Wages. Now behold here a % 
Fit, and a ready Help. A fit Help, I fay, for Init! 
. Man, than fhe, BBlef] 
whom God himſelf hath fitted for Man, and coul. 
made for this very end to be a fit Help for None 


him? 1 will make him ſuch an Help, faith ich 


God, as ſhall be meet for him: one that ſhall ent 
be meet for him: one that ſhall be as his Match, 
as his Mate; one that being in all Parts and Hf piy 


Abilities in a manner as himſelf, ſhall furniſh Pods 
him with a ſecond ſelf, that may better and Nhat 


more ficly ſerve him, than any other Help in 
ſome kind can; that being glewed as it were Bake ; 
to him and fo becoming one with him, may 
make him as two, who before was but one, as$ffat he 
ſeeing, ſaith the Heathen Man, now with four 
Eyes, working with four Hands, walking with 
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while the other (if need be) take reſt, the one 


Thirdly, for Comfort and Solace. Society 
is at all times very pleaſing and delightivl: 


But in times of Grief and Heavineſs, as the 
© more 
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becauſe greater Need and Uſe 


4 Wife Indeed 
more grateful, 
of Comfort then. 

Fourthly, For Iſſue. Children, faith the 
Pſalmiſt, and the Fruit of the Womb, are an 
Inheritance of the Lord. God bleſſed them, 
ſaith Maſes, when he ſaid, Encreaſe, and mul- 
tiply ; and by ſo ſaying conferred Power of 
Propagation upon them. For God, ſaith Au- 
71tin, when He bleſſeth, He doth what He 
ith. The Poyer of Propagation then is Gods 
Bleſſing. And indeed what greater Bleſſing 
ould God beſtow upon Man ? What greater 
onour and Dignity could he endow Man 
vithal, than this, to make him an able Inſtru- 
nent of Procreating and Producing one in all 
eſpects like himſelf, the chief of Gods Works; 

f piving being to a Creature endowed with 
ods Image, wherein himſelf had been created? 
'hath been held as great, if not a grearer 
lonour, to Enrich, as to he Rich; and ro 
ikea King, as to be one. It was Mans Pre- 
minence above the reſt of Gods Creatures, 
at he bare by Creation the Image of his Crea- 
r, Which none of them did, (the Angels 

ne excepted) but he only. It was a fecond 

nour, little Inferiour, if at all, to the for- 


he one fr, (and wherein Man out-goeth even the 
int and gels themſelves alſo) to be enabled by 


creation to produce ſuch another as God 


Society Pſelf had created; and by fo doing to come 
ghitul: Imitate and to reſemble God his Creator, 
as the his Father, not in Name and Title only, 


more] in Act, and in Truth. This was a great 
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Benefit before Mans Fall. In ſome reſpeas it 
is far greater ſince his Fall. Man was then im- 0 
mortal: he is now become mortal and cor- .. 
ruptible. And want of Iſſue is conſequently | ful 
now more uncomfortable, when Men are ſub-J tal 
ject to Mortality, than it had then been, when a 
Man was himſelf, to have lived always. Good 5+. 
Lord, faith Abraham to God, what wilt thou] ca 
give me, when I go Childleſs? He had Jittleſ mo 
Comfort of all his great Wealth and Store as 
( which is wont to make Sterility the more un his 
comfortable, the greater it is) ſo long as If yh; 
wanted an Heir to leave it unto, when he fhouly the 
leave this World himſelf. And it was that i in h 
all likelihood that made the Prophet Eſa P 
meſſage ſo harſh and heavy to King Exe, A B 
when he brought him Word that he ſhoug not, 
die; becauſe had he ther died, he had di yhO 
without Iſſue: For his Son Manaſſes that i Nor 
ceeded him, having fifteen Years at leaſt in whil. 
vived that Fit of Sickneſs, was but twel othe 
Years old at the time of his Fathers deceif ther 
But by means of Propagation Man attaineti have 
a kind of Immortality, to a kind of Eteri The 
and in his Poſterity ſurviveth himſelf. . Incli 
Father, we ſay, is not dead, as long as the jung 
liveth. A Man is not utterly extinct, ſo i p,; 
as any one remaineth of his race. To If The 
Iſſue then is a great Bleſſing. And it is 48} coye 
ter Honour, ſaith Gregorze Nazianzene, Wy her 
Father of one Son, than to be Maſter of at} Wi 
ſand Servants. And if Iſſue be ſuch a Bleſ Ng; 
what the means of obtaining it? If the] 
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A Wife. Indeed. 1 
be ſo bleſſed, what is the Root t hen that bea 
ies it reth it, and without which it cannot with 
um- Comfort be had? For without Woman, Iſſue 
cor- ¶ cannot at all, without a Wife it cannot law- 
jently fully, without ſuch a Wife it cannot comfor- 
> ſub·¶ tabiy be had: And indeed what Comfort can 
whenſa Man have either of ſuch Iſſue as is a foul 
Good Stain and a Reproch to him, the Sight whereof - 
thou] cannohbut Miniſter continual matter of re- = 
PU morſe to him, and renew the Memory, ſo oft 1 
Storeſ as he ſeeth it or mindeth it, of his Sin and of 
Ore un his Shame; or of Iſſue by ſuch an one, Who 
as H when ſhe ſhould be the Light of his Eyes, and 
 ſhovlY the Joy of his Heart, is as a Thorn continually 
chat if in his Eyes, and a Sting at his very Heart ? 
Eſſai Fifthly, For Remedy againſt Incontinency. 
*2.ekial A Benefit likewiſe that before Mans Fall was 
> hou not, becauſe then there was no need of it. The 
id di whole, ſaith our Saviour, need no Phyſician. 
nat . Nor needed Man therefore then this Phyſick, 
alt i while he was yet in perfect Health. It is now 
tel otherwiſe with him; And to avoid Fornication 
therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, let each Man 
have his Wife, and each Woman her Husband. 
There is in moſt Men and Women naturally an 
Inclination and Propenſion of the nuptial Con- 
junction. The Man fecketh his Rib, ſay the 
ſo i Kabbines; and the Woman the Mans Side. 
To If The Man miſſeth his Rib, and feeketh to re- 
cover it again, and the Woman would be in 
her old Place again, under the Mans Arm or 
Wing, from whence at firſt ſne was taken. 
Nor is this Affection and Diſpoſition at all 
1 4 Er 4 
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„u of Alexandria, is a Crown to his Wife. 
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130 A Wife Indeed. 
Evil ſimply in it ſelf. But ſince that Sin came 
in by the Fall of our firſt Parents, Mankind 


having loſt that Power and command of it ſelf 


that before it had; this Affection is not only 
tainted and mixed generally with much Filth, 


but it is grown ſo violent, impetaous and 


Head - ſtrong with the moſt, that is ready to 


break forth into grievous Inconveniences, if 


Tome Courſe be nat taken for the reſtgaint of 

Now for Remedy hereof in part b Cod 
appointed this his Ordinance. Which cannot 
therefore but be eſteemed as a ſingular Benefit 
and Bleſſing of thoſe that find ſuch Infirmity 
and defect in themſelves, and howfoever they 
may be able ſo to contain themſelves that it 
ſhall never break forth into any groſs impure 
Act, yet deſire to keep themſelves unſpotted 
as well in Soul as in Body, and to approve 
themſelves unto God in all Purity, as far as 
may be, even there alſo, where none ſeeth but 
we punſelf. + . - J 
Adde we hereunto in the laſt Place, that a 


wiſe Woman, a diſcret Wife is no ſmall Grace 


and Honour ro her Husband. And ſurely if 


any outward thing may help to grace a Man, 


Apparrel, Jewels, Plate, Hangings, Houſe— 
Furniture, Attendants, Followers, Retinue, 
Revenew, Iſſue, &c. then a worthy Wife as 
much as, yea much more than any ſuch. No 
greater Grace to a Man, than to have a diſcret 
Wife, as no greater Diſgrace than to be 
matched to a Fool. The Husband ſaith Ce- 
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And, a worthy Woman , faith Solomon, is a 
Crown to her Husband. Not a Gold Ring on 
his Finger ; ( and yet that is accounted ſome 
Grace too: $ nor a Chain of Gold about his 
Neck; (that is ſomewhat: more in his Eye, 


uſual only with great ones.: nor a Fether in 


his Hat; but a Crown upon his Head: even a 
Crown of Gold upon the Head of her Husband, 

her Head : An Ornament more conſpicuous 
and eminent than any of the former ; the pro- 
per and peculiar Attire of Princes; the princi- 
pal Enſign of the higheſt Honour. 
man Lady Cornelia counted her two worthy 
Sons her chiefeſt Jewels, whom ſhe ſhewed 
therefore to a Stranger lodging with her, that 
deſired to ſee what Jewels ſhe had: As of a 
Spartan Woman alſo the like is reported. Her 


Children were the richeſt Jewels that ſhe had; 


ſhe the preciouſeſt Jewel that her Hushand had. 
They were her Crown, as Solomon alſo termeth 
them; ſhe his. Well might ſhe be termed her 
Husbands Crown, who for his fake and her 
Childreas Good, refuſed a Crown offered her 
after his Diſceſs. And well may the Husband 


of ſuch a Wife eſteem her as his choiſeſt Jewel, 


who by the Teſtimony of Gods Spirit doth as 
much Grace him that hath her, as a Crown 
doth him that weareth it. 

And thus you ſee ſome few Branches, and 


The Ro- 


rude Lienaments of that Goodneſs and Renefi-  * 


cialneſs of this Divine Ordinance, which the 
Spirit *of God by the Pen of Solomon here 
| güne 
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| N us unto. A good Wife being, as you 
ave heard, 
Thus, Beloved, you ſee, A good Wite is 
The. be 
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t Companion in Wealth ; 
The fte eſt and readieſt Aſſt fant in Work; 
The oreateſt Comfort in Croſs and Griefs . 
The only warrantable and comfort able Means 
of Iſſue and Poſterity. 
A ſmgular and Soveraign Remedy ordained by 
God against Incontinency. 
And the greateſt Grace and Honour, that can 
be, to him that hath her. 
In regard whereof, even the very Heathen 


of Nature alone, yet have admired the Excel- 
lency of this Divine Ordinance, and have 
worthily preferred it before all other external 
and temporal Bleſſings whatſoever. 

Firſt, Is a Wife ſuch a Benefit, where ſhe is 
a Wife Indeed? No marvel then if we find ſo 
much Evil, where it is otherwiſe. The beſt 
Things become worſt, when they art once cor- 
rupted. The ſtr ongeſt Wine maketh the ſhar- 
peſt Vinegar. No Creature more lovely than 
Man, while he liveth: And none again more 
gaſtly to look on when life is once gone. Vea 
no Creature more Cruel or Savage than Man, 
when he turu2th Beaſt, No marvel therefore 
ifa Wife, as ſhe is one of the greateſt Goods 
while ſhe ſo coatia 1cth, proveth on the other 
ſide one of the erievouſeſt Evils, when ſhe 
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—_ ceaſeth to be ſuch. 


Secondly, Is a Wife ſuch a 2 as is here 
im- 
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themſelves alſo, though led by the bare Light 


s you implied. Then thoſe that have been careful 


Ikeli hood compaſſed ſuch an one as is here in- 


| chereby. 


more ſhe doth the Office of a Wife, the' more 


of Good to Man: Since that the Woman was 


thou all thy Days by all Means in all Kinds te 


Other wiſe if thou beeſt found failing herein 


A Th ie Indeed. 133 
in making their Choice, and have in good 


timated, they may with Comfort, Cheerfulneſs 
and Confidence enter upon this Eſtate, with 
good Hope and Aſſurance of finding much good 
in it, of reaping and receiving much Benefit 


Thirdly, Let the Married Wife learn hence 
what to apply her felt unto, that ſhe may be a 
Wife Indeed. The more Good ſhe doth her 
Husband, the more Comfort he receiveth from 
her, the more Benefit he reapeth by her; the 


ſhe anſwereth the Name ſhe beareth. And on 
the other ſide ſhe ceaſeth to be a Wife, yea to 
be a Woman, when ſhe ceaſeth to be a Means 


not made but for Man, and for his Good ; and 
therefore ſhe anſwereth not her Original, if ſhe 
be not ſo. And in vain will it be for her to 
bear the Name of that ſhe is nor. 

© Laſtly, Hence may the Married Man alſo 
learn this Leſſon. For how ought he to make 
much of her, that is a Means of much Good to 
him ? Give her ſaith Solomon, of the Fruit of 3 
her Hands: Requite her in the ſame Kind. If, 
ſhe do thee Good all thy Days; then oughteſt ; 


ſeck her Good, her temporal, her ſpiritual 
her eternal Good. For Good requireth Good i 
and one good- turn, we ſay, asketh another 
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Tolles, whiles he ſlept, 


ve may find, if after much ſearch made, we 
may light on ſuch an one, we are well. 


r 
* _ * „ n 
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A Wife Indeed. 
her Goodneſs to thee ſhall one Day Witneſne : - 


134 od 


There 
ing tl 


againſt thee. Aid the better ſhe is to thee 
now, the worſe it ſhall go with thee. then: 
Better i it were for thee to have no Wife, orſſs the 
one as good as none, if thou beeſt not an | ut of 
band to her, as well as ſhe is a Wife to thee ;ſhen | 


if thou beeſt not an Inſtrument of Good unto Harri 
her, as well as ſhe is nnto thee. For look Ppirit 
what is required on her part toward thee, is hake 
required the ſame on thy part toward her: In He 
Which unleſs thou anſwer her with, thou art | No 

no more an Husband to her, than ſhe; if ſhe ſerve, 
ſhould fail therein, were a Wife unto thee. HAdm. 
But how may a Man come by ſuch a Wife, I For 
as is here ſpoken of? May ſome ſay: ſuch a Frove 
one as ſhall be means of ſo much Good | to him Jake 
that hath her? Hey! 
She muſt be ſought; faith Solomon. And any 
that of of the Lord: For, finding implieth ſee- get 
king. And he that ſeeketh , findeth ; faith Frien 
cur Saviour. We mult not think, becauſe So- Ir tt 
lomon elſewhere ſaith, that Houſes and Inheri- jou 1 
tance are of the Fathers, but a good Wife is of ſerva 

ö God; that therefore no Induſtry is to be uſed ſhou | 
on dur part, but that Men ſhould lie ſtill, or fit Bod 
them down, expecting that God ſhould drop d J. 


Wives down out of the Clouds for them, as the 


Towns were ſaid to come into een, his 
No; unleſs we ſeek | the 


we are not like to find. And if by ſecking 


And as it is a favour ſomewhat rare, God 
1 Go 
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4 it ndeed. X ry We 
Pod youchſaferh not a good Wife to every 
itnefaÞþne ; ſo it is a Bleſſing of much Moment , 
d theefphere he pleaſeth to vouchſafe it. It is a Bleſ-. 
then:Sng that bringeth a kind of Heaven upon Earth 
one s the contrary produceth a kind of Heere 
ut of Hell ; according to that which t 
thee hen Man well faith , that every Man W 
unto ſharrieth, bringeth either a good or en evil 
look Ppirit into his Houſe ; and ſo conſequently 
ee, is fnaketh his Houſe, to himſelf at leaſt, either 
her: In Heaven or an Hell. 
u art | Now the conſideration of chals Points may 
4 ſhe frve, partly for Reprehenſion, and Par tly for 

\dmonition. 

Vife, For the former; It may firſt ſerve to re- 

ch a Jfrove the Practiſe of thoſe that ſeek not at all; 
him Fake no ſearch or enquiry ; but take Wives 25 
Dey ſtumnble on them Hand over Head, (as 
And ppany do Friends, whom a Pint of Wine drunk 
ſce- Ppgether, or a Game at T ennis, c. maketh 
aith Friends; ) as if they drew Cuts, or caſt Lots 
Se- fr them, as ſome ſometimes have done. -If 
cri- ſtou wert to take an Houſe, or to hire but a 
is of frvant, ſaith Chryſoſt ome, how careful wouldeſt 
ed ou be to make diligent Enquiry of the Com- 
r ſit Fodities and Diſcommodites , Conveniences 
rop Id Inconveniences, Eaſements and Annbiances 
, as the one, who hath before dwelt in it, what 

his leighbour-Hood about it, and the like and 
eek the Qualities and Conditions, Vices or good 
ing prts of the other, whom he had formerly ſer- 
we fd, how behaved himſelf in their Service, how 
eiy to prove fi for thy Service, and the like. 
hat Aud 
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And hadſt thou not much more cauſe to bij P 
careful, yea curious in thine Inquiry concerning ſe 
her, whom thou mayeſt chance to make th 
Wife ? 5 Gs | 
econdly, It ſerveth to reprove thoſe thaſ up 


re 


ſee wn eed, but ſeek amiſs; that ſeek without ane 
Lig yea that refuſe to uſe ſuch Light ay thi 


would be lent them, and is tendred unto them Pri 
and that, when they have more need of it thay beſ 
they are, it may be, aware of. Such are theyſ his 
the younger ſort eſpecially, that think ſcorntqg neg 
take Advice of their Friends, imagining themimiſ 
| ſelves wiſe enough to Advice themſelves, auf The 
to make their own choiſe. That that provetlſſÞe a 
the very Ban, and utter overthrow of many to 2: 
one, that might well have done well, if the God 
would have been ruled by thoſe that wiſefbis 1 
them well, and were bot able and willing weave 
to adviſe them: hut refuſe to thearken' to a La 
good Advice, till it be tco- late, when theſath 
come to be ſcourged ſoundly with a RodHuſe 
their own making. | „„ 200% 
Thirdly, It ſerveth to reprove others chſthey! 
ſeek Amit in another ſort : they knock at dnatcł 
wrong Door. they go not the right way | nem 
work; that ſeek by indirect Courſes to enſruſuanit 
the Hearts and entangle the Aﬀections of tho nd In 
whom they deſire, being under the Power on, 
others paſling by their Parents or others und(Þ'cat | 
whoſe Power they are; and whom as God haf Pecla 
ſer in his place, ſo he hath in part imparte« hem; 


them his Power of diſpoſing. Such cannot e And 
W | 5 pe elved 
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erninel Jeeking contrary tꝭ his Word and Will. 
e ch Fourthly, Thoſe eſpecially come here to be 
reproved, that paſs wholly by God, never look 
ſe thal up to him: uſe their own Induſtrie, it may be, 
ithoutf and take Advice of their Friends, but never 
ht A think on or look after him that ought to be their 
them] principal Adviſer, their chief Counſellour, their 
it that beſt Friend, either to crave his Advice or to ask 
e theyf his good Will. And no marvel, if ſo much 
Torn iq neglecting him, they ſpeed accordingly, they 
them miſs of that that without him cannot be had. 
es, au Thou wouldeſt take it evil, that any Man ſhould 
Yoveiſſbe a Suitor to thy Daughter, and never come 
nany Ato ask thee thy Good-will. Much more may 


if the God take it evil that thou ſhouldeſt ſeek to win 


- wiſhes Daughters Love without craving his good 
ing weave. ; — 5 
to anffl Laſtly, Let ſuch married Perſons as God 
en theÞpath now bleſſed in this Kind, learn hence what 
RodqFaule they have to be thankful to God either 
For other. Yea let the Jarres and Diſcord that 
ers thaÞhey ſee between other Men and Women miſ- 
Kk at watched, and the Croſs and curſed Carriage of 
way em either toward other, together with the 
H enfuaſÞuanifold Annoiances and grievous Miſchiefs 
of thoſþ8d Inconveniences that enſue ordinarily there- 
Power pon, be a means to put them in Mind of Gods 
rs undcat Mercy and Goodneſs to them, and of his 
Jod hafpecial Favour towards them; and to make 
eq hem the more thankful unto him for the ſame. 
el And ſince that this married Couple have re- 
eived each other from God, let them herein 
: + | ſtrive 
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to hi pect and Bleſſing from God on their ſeeking, 
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again; return each other again to God, an 


in the Fear of God, the more comfor bly al 


2 % ce Ina 


*ftrive to ſhew their Thauſfulneſs unts God | 
by Endeavouring, to bring each other near 
- unto God, by helping each other forward ii 
the good ways of God: Do with one another 
as Anna did with her Son Samuel, as ſhe ha 
him of God, ſo. ſhe beſtowed him on Go 


labour to return them better than they receiy 
them. The better you are and ſhall make eithe 
other, the better will you enjoy one andcher 
And the nearer you approach and ſhall brin 
either other to God, the more good, throug 
Gods Goodneſs, wil you have, or "hall ha 
Either of other. The more Man and Wife pro 


contentedly ſhal] they live together, the bett 
ſhall it be for them doch Amen. 


